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It will be seen by our abstracts of congression- 
al proceedings, that the bill to authorize the issuing 
of treasury notes to meet the current expenses of the 

overnment, passed the house of representatives on 
FVednesday last, after one of the most close and ar- 
dent contests that has yet occurred in that body. 
On Thursday it was reported to the senate by the 
chairman of the committee on finance, without 
amendment. Yesterday it was taken up, and, after 
an animated debate, at about 7 o’clock, passed— 
Ayes 27, noes 13. Particulars in our next. 





SenATOR TALLMADGE. The Madisonian states 
that senator Tallmadge’s private opinions were al- 
ways adverse to the expunging resolution, and that 
he voted for that resolution only in obedience 
to the express instructions of the legislature of his 
state. 


MEXICAN BLOCKADE. The New Orleans Bulletin of 
the 23th ult, states that the schooner Sarah Ann, whieh 
left that port for Tampico, with a valuable cargo of dry 
goods, and thirty-two passengers, arrived off her place 
of destination 22d ult., where she was boarded by 
a boat from a French brig of war of twenty-four guns, 
and informed that she could proceed no further under 
penalty of being sunk, nor be allowed to have any com- 
munication withthe shore. Tie papers of the schooner 
were endorsed by the boarding officer, and, although 
the captain pleaded a scarcity of provisions and a large 
number of passengers, there was no alternative but to re- 
turn. The Bulletin of the 10th inst., says that the schoon- 
er Essex, capt Carroll, had also been ordered off by the 
squadron betore ‘Tampico, and had returnea to New 
Orieans. The French officers conducted themselves 
with the courtesy characteristic of their nation. Al- 
though intercepted off the port of her destination, she 
was forbid all communication with the shore, and order- 
ed off afier her papers had been endorsed. The same 
treatment is meted out wiihout partiality to the vessels 
of all nations. A French brig, the Louise, from Bor- 
deaux, bound also for Tampico, mt with a like recep- 
tioa on the same day. O.ie Yankee vessel, however, 
had the temerity to break the blockade. She was a 
barque heavily laden, and the cap‘ain not liking to miss 
a chance at speculation, dashed through the blockading 
squadroa, and succeeded in running his vessel sate 
into port. 

“New Orleans, April 29. By a letter which has just 
beea brought by the schooner which quitted Tampico 
the momeat beture the operation of the blockade, we 
learn that the government commissioners, at the head 
of whom were Cuevas and Mozan, secretaries of state 
and war, had started from Mexics for Vera Cruz, in or- 
der to treat with Baron Doffaadis, and that the confer- 
eace was to be held aboard the priacipal blockading 
vessel. It is presumed that the result of this mission 
will be satisfactory to both parties.” 

We see by a note from captain Page, commander 
the U. S. ship Natchez, that that vessel was off the Mis- 
Sissipp!, with the intention of proceeding to 'T’.mpico, 
and that he would convey any letters which the mer- 
caants of New Orleans might wish to transmit. A let- 
ter bay was, for this purpose, deposited at one of the 
Insurance offices. 

United States sloop-of war Concord, Fitzhugh, com- 
manding, trom ‘Tampico, tuuched at the Balize on the 
S18 Instant, having on board $71,000 specie, which she 
a0 - board a tow boat, and thea pruceeded to Pen- 

acsla, 

A passenger, who came by the Concord, reports, 
that, having remained three days at Vera Cruz, he felt 
convinced, from the rumors in circulation, that the 
Mexican government was in nowise disposed to pay 
the indemaity claimed by France. 





Virainta Enections. Mr. Banks, and not Mr. 
laughter, as stated in our last, has received the retura 
for the Spottsylvania district—his majority over Mr. S. 
is thirteen votes. The Richmoad Enquirer, of yester- 


day, says: The want of form in holding the poll of 


Green couaty did not coasist, as we originally heard, 
in the commissioners’ not bein, sworn, but it is now 
said in the sheriff of Orange (from which Green had 
been taken) superintending the taking of the poll; and 
in the irregular manner in which the poll was present- 
ed to the assembled sheriffs. 

he scate of parties in the legislature may be ascer- 


uted from the following summary which we find in seilles, of the 14th inst: ‘We have received a let- 


the last Enquirer: 


m The Richmond Whig of yesterday morning assigns 
“tr. Q’Ferral to the list of the friends of the administra- 


hon. The “Winchester Republican” (also whig, and 


hear to Mr. O’Ferral’s residence,) ranks him among | army is destroyed, all the works raised by the be- 


the administration men, as a conservative. The Whig 


PED IES 


friends of the administration as 61. The Whig claims 
72 whigs; but among these is Mr. Samuel Jones, the 
deceased delegate ot Buckingham. Correcting this er- 
ror, therefore, it would leave the parties, according to 
the Whig tale, 71—61; and two vacancies, in Bucking- 
ham and King George. Should we assign both Lee 
and Morgan to the administration, then the joint vote 
of boii houses will stand: 


Adminis'ration, 83 
Whigs, 81 
Vacancies, 2 


Even though the whigs should carry both the vacan- 
cies, the parties will be tied, on joint vote. Should we 
carry one, it will be 84—32; two majority fur the ad- 
ministration. Should we carry both, it will be 85—31; 
four majority.” 

Notice. Baltic Sea. The hydrographic sec- 
tion of the marine departinent inakes known to navi- 
gators, that since the opening of the navigation in 
the year 1833, an ordinary signal buoy is placed at 
the northern extremities of the reefs of Perespe and 
of the land bank of Wikala, in the gulf of Finland, 
and that the buoy, witha flag, that was until now 
placed near the island of Eckholin, will be removed, 
as it has thus been rendered useless. [ Globe. 





Docror ANTOMARCHI, the physician who ac- 
companied Napoleon to St. Helena, and remained 
with him during his life, died of yellow fever at St. 
Jago de Cuba, on the 3d of April. Dr. A. arrived 
at New Orleans froin France about three years ago, 
travelled through Mexico, and was on his return to 
this country. 





Srate Loan. The Albany Argus says that the 
state loan of half a millio:: of dollars for the enlarge- 
inent of the Erie canal, was taken on Saturday last by 


carnage, have taken refuge in Erzerum. This has 
viven rise to a report that they had taken forcible 
possession of the town.”’ 

Turkey and Egypt. A report is current that a 
formidable expedition against Egypt is in contem- 
plation, and that the sultan, with the Sandiak she- 
riff, will place himself at the head of it. It is stated 
that Khosrew Pacha will represent the sultan during 
his ahsence, and that Halil Pacha will accompany 
his father-in-law. 





BANKS, CURRENCY, Kec. A letter from New 
York, under date 12th inst. says, the Bank of the 
United States has oifered to arrange with the go- 
vernment for the entire six millions of its stock in 
the bank. 

This day she has in her vaults in specie $3,000,000 


In Europe - : : - 7,000,000 
Stocks, &c. convertible in an hour to 
specie : : - - 10,000,000 





25,000,000 
Her circulation, paper, silver, and lia- 
bilities ° - - - 15,000,000 





Surplus - . - - 10,000,000 
The Pennsylvania Bank of the United States re- 
ceived last week one million of doilars from the 
west, which, with the million and a half of dollars 
purchased here, and, as is stated, about six hun- 
dred thousand dollars that was held here in special 
deposite, swells the actual amount of specie now 
in its vaults to about seven millions of dollars. 

The New York Commercial Advertiser says, the 
committee of the board of trade of that city, which 
visited Philadelphia for the purpose of inviting Mr. 
Biddle and his associates in the Pennsylvania Bank 
of the United States to establish a bank in that 





Prine, Ward & King, at $100 25 for each $100 of 
5 per cent. stock, redeemablein 1855, having 17 
years to run. 





Fuxom France. By the Silvie de Grasse, from 
Havre, the editor of the New York American has 
received advices from Paris to the 20th of April. The 
approaching coronation of the einperor of Austria, 
at Milan, divides public attention with that of queen 
Victoria. Marshal Soult is to represent Louis 
Ptulippe at London, and the Marquis de St, Aulaire, 
at Milan. ‘The king of Naples has pardoned all 
those concerned in the late insurrection at Sicily. A 
Marseilles paper gives an account of a great victory 
gained by the Circassians over the: Russian army, 
near Erzernmin Armenia. From Spain we learn 
that count Negri, the Carlist chief, who had advanced 
near to Madrid with a corpse of 6,000 men, had re- 
treated and was followed by Iriarte. 
In giving an account of the proceedings of the 
slavery committee of the chamber of deputies, the 
Quotidienne says:—*M. Berryer has convinced the 
majority, that, before a population of slaves is en- 
franchised, it ought to be civilized, and that the 
only means of civilizing a race of blacks, is to en- 
trust them to the care and instruction of the minis- 
ters of God. The mission of the catholic clergy is 
naturally pointed out, and M. Berryer has insisted 
on the advantage of a religious congregation which 
would devote itself tothis laborious task. The com- 
mittee, with the exception of M. Isambert, ackt.ow- 
ledged all the difficulties presented by the present 
condition of the slaves as opposed to the glorious 
reininiseences of the old French missions, and even 
M. Guizot, zealous protestant as he is, repelled the 
idea of an evangelical mission as suggested by M. 
Isainbert. The committee did not stop here; it 
acknowledged, with the concurrence also of M. 
Berryer, that before liberty was granted to the 
blacks, they should be led into forming families, 
and that in order to give to the ceremony of mar- 
riage all the solemnity required, it ought to be pro- 
posed that the registers of the marriages, births, 


hands of catholic missionaries only.” 
extract the following froin the Semaphore of Mar- 
ter of the 26th ult. from Constantinople, from which 
we take the following passages: The Circassians 


have just gained a complete victory. The Russian 


siegers of the shore have been levelled tothe earth. 


and deaths of the blacks should be placed in the 


Defeat of the Russians by the Circassians. We 


city with a large capital, under the late banking 
law, has returned. 

We learn, says the Commercial, that the commit- 
tee were received with the greatest courtesy and 
kindness by Mr. Biddle who entered at once into 
their feelings upon the subject. He appeared quite 
favorable to the project, and promised to bring the 
question before the directors at the earliest day. 
The design is to establish a bank, one of from ten 
to fifteen nullioas capital. We believe the new 
bank Jaw does not go into operation until the 19th 
of the present month; and from the complexion of 
our advices, we should not be surprised if the new 
bank went into operation on the 20th. 

Specie in New York. The exact amount of im- 
portations of specie last week, at this port, were: 





Gold : - . - $1,100,223 
Silver . - : - 23,175 
Total last week  - - - $1,129,398 
Yesterday - © : - 1,363,748 





The last eight days - - $2,293,146 
The Louisiana state bank at New Orleans resum- 
ed specie payments on the 7th instant. 
Bicknell’s (Philadelphia) Reporter says ‘The 
banks discount good business paper with sufficient 
liberality, while unexceptionable notes find ready 
sale out of doors, at from 8 1-2 to9 percent. The 
tone generally is wholesome, and confidence is 
gradually reviving. Our banks have not yet desig- 
nated a day for the general resumption of specie 
payinents, but we incline to the opinion that they 
will do 30 much sooner than was expected. We may 
add, that ata recent meeting of the bank delegates 
of this city, Mr. Lewis, cashier of the Girard bank, 
offered a resolution pledging the banks to resume 
in full as the action of the government would au- 
thorize such a course. This resolution was not 
acted on, but will be on the first Wednesday in 
June. In the mean time, we may remark that 
none of the Philadelphia banks (not even the Bank 
of the United States) will resume or pay specie 
more generally than at present. 

Sales at the New York stock exchange, May 16. 

50 shares U. S. bank, s 60 ds. 117 


180 do do do cash 1171-2 
75 do Amer. Trust-co., Balto. 106 1-24 107 
20 do Canton comp. Balto. 357-8 a 36 


Treasury notes. Sales of $5,000 six per cent, 
notes at par. 
A large business was done at the board of brokers 
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Mr. Tyrer. We publish the annexed letter 
with pleasure; and although we have unwillingly 
been guilty of a want of courtesy, in md a 
public, instead of a private call upon Mr. Tyler, 

et we hope no harm has in reality been done. It 
bas afforded him an opportunity of speaking out— 
and we are happy to find that he does so in a frank 
and manly manner. [Richmond Whig. 
[To the editors of the Whig.] 
Williamsburg, May 11th, 1838. 

Gentlemen: An article in E pve! paper of the 8th 

inst. under the editorial head, has, in no small de- 

ree, excited my astonishment and regret—and but 
for the direct reference made to me by name in the 
latter part of the article, 1 would have been at a 
loss to know what “‘prominent whig” was intended 
in the very urgent call made by you for the disclo- 
sure of his opinions. ‘The expressions in the first 
paragraph of that article, are as follows:—A prom- 
‘inent whig has been named as likely to succeed 
‘Mr. Rives, and ‘the party’ at Washington have in- 
‘timated their satisfaction with his nomination. It 
‘therefore becomes the friends of this gentleman at 
‘once to let his opinions be known without hesita- 
‘tion. The mere fact that his election can not only 
‘now be tolerated by the corrupt crew at Washing- 
‘ton, but hailed with pleasure, renders it necessary 
‘that the public mind should forthwith be disabused 
‘in relation to the opinions imputed to him.” Now 
I cannot for a moment believe that you designed 
me injury by the above paragraph, but most cer- 
tainly nothing could be better calculated to inflict 
it. y opinions are not only doubtful, but impu- 
tations are made which render it necessary that the 
public mind should be instantly disabused. Nor is 
this all—the administration party at Washington 
are clapping their hands in an ecstacy of joy at my 
being named for the senate as the successor of Mr. 
Rives. Such is the fair inference from the para- 
graph—and yetI readily acquit you of all improper 
motive in penning it, but will ascribe it to the 
friendship which you declare to be its sole dicta- 
tor. 

You also place me in a position of a candidate 
for the senate, to succeed Mr. Rives. Now this is 
to place me, during the entire interval of time be- 
tween this and the meeting of the Jegislature, in no 
enviable predicament. In the first place, the thing 
is altogether unusual, and would be on my part, 
wholly unwarrantable. The legislature will, in its 
own wisdom, select a suitable person to represent 
the sovereignty of the state in the senate of the 
United States. It is a matter entrusted by the consti- 
tution to the hands of the legislature, and I do not 
doubt that it will acquit itself of its duty in that be- 
half as will best become it. 

As to my opinion onthe sub-treasury bill, I might, 
under the above views, well content myself with 
saying emphatically, ‘‘ask my constituents”—men 
who have not blenched when the storm was at the 
highest, and have been firm in maintaining their 
faith through the agitations of the last five years. 
I have, however no disposition to conceal my opin- 
ions, on any political question, from the public, and 
therefore answer, that [ am no advocate of the sub- 
treasury scheme, and that I regard it as but a con- 
tinuation of that series of disastrous measures which 
have plunged the country into the present state of 
difficulty and embarrassment—that I regard it as a 
part of that system of humbuggery which has been 
played off, but too successfully, for the last five 
years. Isay, moreover, that upon all proper occa- 
sions, my opinions have been frankly expressed— 
that, if [ have not published them from the house 
tops, I have been influenced by no selfish motive. 
Those around me, with whom I am inthe habit of 
exchanging political views, have all along had 
knowledge of them. The few correspondents that 
I have in Washington on public affairs, have long 
since known them. ‘Those correspondents are ex- 
clusively attached to the party to which I belong. 

An after paragraph in your paper speaks of ad- 
vances made to ‘‘a prominent whig.” If you de- 
sign me by that remark, I utterly disclaim it. No 
such advance had been made, and no lures thrown 
out—and if the administration party at Washing- 
ton rejoice at the prospect of my re-election to the 
senate, your paper brings me the first intelligence 
of the fact. I stand where I did three years ago, 
and there I shall always stand. If that party de- 
sires my election, it must arise from the apprehen- 
sion that they cannot elect a man of their party, 
and preference for me, if felt, of which I am not 
aware, arises solely out of a mere personal prefer- 
ence. Of that, I have no cause to complain—but 
of this, all of all parties may be assured, that I 
sHall upon all subjects think as a freeman, and shall 
always dare to act as such. | 

I regret, gentlemen, that you, ar either of you 
had not seen cause to address me in a private letter, 
requesting me to remove any doubt as to my opin- 


have saved me from the unpleasant alternative of 
appearing inthe public prints. My apology to the 
public will be found in the character of your call. 
Very respestfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Joun TY Ler. 

IMPORTANT DIscovEeRy. One of the most im- 
portant geographical discoveries of the age (says 
the Journal of Commerce) is made known to us 
through the London Morning Chronicle of April 
19th. Itis no less than a solution of the long pend- 
ing problem whether or not there is a communi- 
cation by water from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
Ocean, around the northern portion of the Ameri- 
can continent. It is now ascertained that there is 
such a communication. The narrative of its dis- 
covery is published in the Morning Chronicle. 

The following abbreviation of the contents of 
this interesting narrative is copied from the New 
York Evening Post of Monday: 

**The scientific expedition undertaken at the 
expense of the Hudson’s Bay Company, to survey 
the extreme northern coast of America, has, in 
part, fulfilled its object. Messrs. Dease and Simp- 
son, with ten attendants, reached Fort Good Hope, 
the northernmost settlement of the company, on the 
4th of July last, and descended the Mackenzie 
river in boats. They reached the ocean on the 9th 
of July, and, proceeding westerly, followed the 
line of coast to Point Barrow. They thus com- 
pleted the survey of the coast between the extreme 
points laid down by captain Beechey and captain 
Franklin. 

«They passed a few days with the Esquimaux 
at the point, and, setting out on their return, reach- 
ed Fort Norman on the 4th of September, having 
been sixty-four days absent. From Fort Norman, 
they were, at the time the despatches were sent, 

reparing to proceed to a settlement which had 
een got ready for them at the east end of Great 
Bear Lake. Here they were to winter, and in July 
next to resume their labors. Proceeding to the 
eastward, they hope to connect the discoveries of 
Franklin and Back, and then complete the survey 
of the whole coast of North America.”—WNat. Intel. 





Dr. THELLER. Senator Norvell has addressed a 
letter to the editor of the Detroit Morning Post, 
stating that he had suggested to the secretary of 
state the propriety of interposing with the British 





government to save Dr. Theller’s life. The appli- 
cation, however, it seems by the following corres- 
pondence, had been anticipated, and Mr. Norvell 
trusts ‘‘that the life of the unhappy and apparently 
ill-fated individual may be saved.” [ Globe. 
Depariment of State, 
Washington, April 25, 1838. 
Sir: Your communication of yesterday, with its 
enclosure, relating to the case of Dr. Theller, re- 
cently sentenced to death at Toronto, Upper Cana- 
da, for high treason, has been received, and I have 
the honor to transmit to you, in reply, the copy of 
a letter addressed to a committee of citizens of 
Philadelphia, in answer to their request for the in- 
tervention of this department in behalf of the same 
person. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Joun Forsyrn. 
Hon. John Norvell, 
Of the senate of the Uniled States. 


Depariment of State, 
Washington, April 23, 1838. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of the 22d instant, re- 
questing the interposition of this department, in be- 
half of Dr. Theller, now under sentence of death 
at Toronto, in Upper Canada, for alleged treason 
against the British government, has just been re- 
ceived. I have the honor to inform you, in reply, 
that a special agent was recently despatched to Ca- 
nada, and is, probably, now there, who was instruct- 
ed to inquire into the situation of all persons claim- 
ing to be American citizens, who had been impri- 
soned by the local authorities, on the charge of 
being implicated in the recent disturbances in the 
British provinces; and, it is presumed that, if the 
case of Dr. Theller is one in which the intervention 
of his good offices is justifiable, they will, without 
doubt, be exerted in his favor. 

I ain, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
JoHN ForsyTH.- 

To Messrs. John Oakford, and others, committee, 

&c. Philadelphia. 


a ee 


NEW MAIL ARRANGEMENT. Mail cars, construct- 





ed under the directions of the post office department, 
pew now running on the railroads between Washing- 
ton and Philadelphia. They contain two apart- 


ions, under which you may have labored. It would , 


—— 
ments; one appropriated to the accommodation 
the great mails, and the other to the way mails er 
a post office agent. The latter apartment tg Sow 
up with boxes, labelled with the names of qjj th 
small offices on or near the railroad lines, It hee 
also a letter-box in front, into which letters may be 
put up to the moment of starting the cars, and bs 
where_on the road. y 
The agent of the post office department attend 
the mail from the post offices at the ends of the 
route, and sees it safely deposited in his car, 4, 
soon as the cars start, he opens the letter-box and 
takes out all the letters, marking them so as to desic. 
nate the place where they are put in. He they 
opens the way mail bag, and distributes its contents 
into the several boxes. As the cars approach a post 
office, the agent takes out the contents of the proper 
box and puts them into a pouch. The envineery 
slackens the speed of the train, and the agent hands 
the pouch to the postinaster, or carrier, who stands 
beside the trick to take it, receiving from him, at the 
same time, another pouch, with the matter to be 
sent from that office. This the agent immediately 
opens, and distributes its contents into the proper 
boxes. Having supplied thus all the way offices, the 
agent, when arrived at the end of the route, sees the 
mail safely delivered into the post office. 

The mail leaves Washington at 6 o’clock, A. M, 
All letter-writers should, if possible, put their let. 
ters into the post office the preceding evening. The 
letter box at the cars will not be open until after 5 
o’clock in the morning. It is not a post office; and 
letters will not be received at it while the post office 
is open. Its object is to allow all persons, until the 
last moment before departure, to send letters by 
inail, even although the mail has been closed at the 
post office, and even placed in the car. 

The letter box will be open after the mail closes 
in the post office at Baltimore, and all the interme- 
diate points. Philadelphia cannot at present enjoy 
its advantages fully, because the cars do not run 
into the city. 

In this arrangement, the post office department 
has sought to give the greatest security to the mails, 
and to afford the community the best possible ac- 
commodation. Well executed, the plan must be 
almost the perfection of mail arrangements. It is 
intended, when it can be convenienily done, to ex- 
tend a similar arrangement through to New York. 

[ Globe. 





DEATH OF Mr. THorntron. Extract from a 
letter received at the departinent of state, from the 
consul of the United States at Lima: 


Consulate of the United States, 
Lima, Jan. 29, 1838. 


Sir: The painful duty devolves upon me, of com- 
municating to you the death of James B. Thornton, 
United States charge d’atiairee to Peru. He arrived 
at Callao, from Valparaiso, in the United States ship 
Falmouth, capt. McKeever, on the 22d instant, and 
expired on the 25th. His remains were intered on 
the 26th inst. in the British cemetery at Bella Vista, 
with all the honors due to his rank, being accompa- 
nied to the grave by a detachiment of the United 
States, British, and French marines and sailors; by 
the officers of all the foreign vessels of war in Cal- 
lao; by the members of the diplomatic corps; by ofli- 
cers of all the foreign vessels of war in Cailao; by 
the members of the diplomatic corps; by officers 
delegated for that purposes by the supreme govern- 
ment to which he was accredited, and by a numer- 
ous concourse of his fellow-cilizens and foreigne:s 
resident in the capital and Callao. Minute guns 
were fired from the Falmouth during the procession, 
and all the vessels in Callao had their flags at hali- 
inast during the day of the funeral. ’ 





WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION. It having been 
proposed by various meetings of the opponents ol 
the present administration, in different parts of the 
United States, that there should be a general meet- 
ing of delegates from all the states, for the purpose 
of agreeing on and recommending suitable persons 
as candidates for the offices of president and vice 
president at the next election; and a desire having 
been expressed by several of said meetings that the 
tine and place for holding such meeting ‘should be 
fixed by the opposition members of congress, those 
members have authorized us to announce that, 10 
compliance with what thus appears to be the general 
wish they have met and consulted on the subject, 
and, after due consideration and reflection, they are 
of opinion that the borough of Harrisburg, 10 the 
state of Pennsylvania, is a suitable place, and the 
first Wednesday in December, 1839, a proper time, 
for holding a general meeting for the purposes above 
mentioned, to be composed of delegates from all the 
states, in proportion to their representation In the 





two houses of congress. [National Intelligencer. 
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NEW YORK BANK LAW. 


An act to authorize the business of banking, passed 
April 18, 1838. 


The people of the state of New York, represent- 
ed in senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Sec. 1. The comptroller is hereby authorized and 
required to cause to be engraved anc printed in the 
best manner, to guard against counterfeiting, such 
quantity of circulating notes, in the similitude of 
bank notes in blank, of the different denominations 
authorised to be issued by the incorporated banks of 
this state, as he may from time to time deem neces- 
sary to carry into effect the provisions of this act, 
and of such form as he may prescribe. Such bank 
circulating notes shall be countersigned, numbered, 
and registered in proper books to be provided and 
kept for that purpose in the office of the said comp- 
troller, under his direction, by such person or per- 
sons as the said comptroller shall appoint for that 
purpose, so that each denomination of such circula- 
ting notes shall all be of the same similitude and 
bear the uniform signature of such register, or one 
of such registers. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any person or association of 
persons, formed for the purpose of banking, under 
the provisions of this act, shall legally transter to the 
comptroller any portion of the public debt now 
created or hereafter to be created by the United 
States or by this state, or such other states of the 
United States as shall be approved by the comptrol- 
ler, such person or association of persons shall be 
entitled to receive from the comptroller an eqnal 
amount of such circulating notes, of different de- 
nominations, registered and countersigned as afore- 
said; but such public debt shall in all cases be, or 
be made to be, equal to a stock of this state produ- 
cing five per cent. per annum; and it shall not be 
lawful for the comptroller to take any stock at any 
rate above its par value. 

Sec. 3 
are hereby authorized, after having executed and 
signed such circulating notes in the manner required 
by us, to make them obligatory promissory notes 
payable on deinand, atthe place of business within 
this state of such person or association, to loan and 
circulate the same as money, according to the ordi- 
nary course of banking business as regulated in the 
laws and usages of this state. 

Sec. 4. In case the maker or makers of any such 


circulating notes, countersigned and registered as | 


aforesaid, shall at any time hereafter, on lawful de- 
mand during the usual hours of business between 
the hours of ten and three o’clock, at the place 
where such note is payable, fail or refuse to redeem 
such note in the lawful money of the United States, 
the holder of such note making such demand may | 


Such person or association of persons | 


| 





Sec. 6. ‘The bills or notes so to be countersigned, 
and the payment of which shall be so secured by 
the transfer of public stocks, shall be stamped on 
their face, “Secured by the pledge of pnblic 
stocks.” 

Sec. 7. Instead of transferring public stocks as 
aforesaid to secure the whole amount of such bills 
or notes, it shall be lawful for such person or asso- 
ciation of persons, in case they shall so elect before 
receiving any of the said bills or notes, to secure the 
payment of one half of the whole amount so to be 
issued, by transferring to the comptroller bonds and 
mortgages upon real estate, bearing at least six per 
cent. interest of this state, payable annually or semi- 
annually; in which case all such bills or notes issued 
by the said person or association of persons, shall be 
stamped on their face, “‘Secured by pledge of public 
stocks and real estate.” 

Sec. 8. Such mortgages shall be only upon im- 
proved, productive, unincumbered lands within this 
state, worth, independently of any buildings thereon, 
at least double the amount for which they shall be so 
mortgaged; and the comptroller shall prescribe such 


regulations for ascertaining the title and the value of 
such lands as he may deem necessary; and such ! 


mortgages shall-be payable within such time as the 
comptroller may direct. 

Sec. 9. The comptroller may, in his discretion, 
resign the said bonds and mortgages, or any of them, 
to the person or association who transterred the 
same, on receiving other approved bonds and mort- 
gages of equal amount: and when any sum of the 
principal of the bonds and mortgages transferred to 
the comptroller shall be paid to him, he shall notify 
the person or association that transferred the bonds 
and mortgages of such payment, and may pay the 
same to such person or association on receiving 
other approved bonds and mortgages of equal 
amount. 

See. 10. The person or association of persons 
assigning such bonds and mortgages to the comp- 
trolier, may receive the annual interest to aecrue 
thereon, unless default shall be made in paying the 
bills or notes to be countersigned as aforesaid, or 
unless in the opinion of the comptroller the bonds 
and mortgages or stocks so pledged shall become an 
insufficient security for the payment of such bills or 
notes. 

Sec. 11. Incase such person or association of 
persons shall fail or refuse to pay such bills or notes 
on demand in the manner specified in the fourth sec- 
tion of this act, the comptroller, after the ten day’s 


notice herein mentioned, may proceed to sell at pub- 


lic auction the public stocks so pledged or the bonds 
and mortgages so assigned, or any or either of them, 
and out of the proceeds of such sale shall pay and 
cancel the said bills or notes, default in paying which 


cause the same to be protested for non-payment by | shall have been made as aforesaid; but nothing in 


by a notary public, under his seal of office in the} 
usual manner; and the comptroller on receiving and 
filing in his office such protest, shall forthwith give 
notice in writing to the maker or makers of such 
hote to pay the same; and if he or they shall omit to 
do so for ten days after such notice, the comptroller 
shall immediately thereupon, (unless he shall be sat- 
isfied that there is a good and legal defence against 
the payment of such note or notes,) give notice in 
the state papers that all the circulating notes issued 
by such person or association will be redeemed out 
of the trust funds in his hands for that purpose; and 
itshali be lawful for the comptroller to apply the 
said trust funds beginning to the maker or makers of 
such protested notes to the payment and redemption 
ol such notes, with costs of protest, and to adopt 
such mneasures for the payment of all such circula- 
ting notes putin circulation by the maker or makers 
ol such protested notes, pursuant to the provisions 
of this act, it will in his opinion most effectually 
prevent loss to the holders thereof. 

Sec. 5, The comptroller may give to any person 
or association of persons so transferring stock in | 
pursuance of the provisions of this act, powers of 
attorney to receive interest or dividends thereon, 
Which such persons or association may receive and 
apply to their own use; but such powers may be 
Invoked upon such person or association failing to 
redeem the circulating notes so issued, or whenever, 
!n the opinion of the comptroller, the principal of 
such stock shall become an insufficient securi- 
ly; and the said comptroller, upon the application 
ae Owner or owners of such transferred stock in 

hate. to heed 
sane for other stocks of the kind before specified tn 
ee oe or may re-transfer the said stocks, or any 
} lereof, or the mortgages, or any of the:m here- 
‘nafter mentioned and provided for, upon receiving 
and cancelling an equal amount of such circalating 
hotes delivered by him to such person or association, 
in such manner that the circulating notes shall al- 
Ways be secured in full, either by stocks ox by stocks 


and mortgages, as in this act provided. 





this act contained shall be considered as implying 
any pledge on the part of the state for the payment 


of said bills or notes beyond the proper application 


of the securities pledged to the comptroller for their 
redemption. 

Sec. 12. The public debt and bonds and mort- 
gages to be deposited with the comptroller by such 
person or association, shall be held by him exclu- 
sively for the redemption of the bills or notes of such 
person or association put in circulation as money, 
until the same are paid. 

Sec. 13. The plates, dies and materials to be 
procured by the comptroller, for the printing and 
making of the cireulating notes provided for hereby, 
will all remain in his custody and under his direc- 
tion; and the expenses necessarily incurred in ex- 
ecuting the provisions of this act, shall be audited 
and settled by the comptroller, and paid out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
and forthe purpose of reimbursing the same, the 
said comptroller is hereby authorized and required 
to charge against and receive from such person or 
association applying for such circulating notes, such 
rate per cent. thereon as may be sufficient for that 
purpose, and as may be just and reasonable. 

Sec. 14. It shall not be lawful for the comptrol- 
ler, or other officer, to countersign bills or notes for 
any person or association of persons, to an amount 
in the agregate exceeding the public debt, or public 
debt and bonds and mortgages at their value, as pro- 
vided in the second section of this act, deposited 
with the comptroller by such person or association; 
and any comptroller or other officer who shall vio- 
late the provisions of this section shall, upon con- 
viction, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished by a fine not Jess than five thou- 
sarid dollars, or be imprisoned not less than five 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Sec, 15. Any nuimber of persons may associate to 
establish offices of discount, deposite and circula- 
tion, upon the terms and conditions, and subject to 
the liabilities prescribed in this act; but the aggre- 
gate amount of the capital stock of any such asso- 

















ciation shall not be less than one hundred thousand 
dollars. 


Sec. 16. Such persons, under their hands and 
seals, shall make a certificate which shall specify: 

1, The name assumed to distinguish such asso- 
ciation, and to be used in its dealings: 

2. The piace where the operations of discount and 
deposite of such association are to be carried on, 
designating the particular city, town, or village: 

3. The amount of the capital stock of such asso- 
ciation, and the number of shares into which the 
same shall be divided: 

4. The names and places of residence of the 
shareholders, and the number of shares held by each 
of them respectively: 

5. The period at which such association shall com- 
mence and terminate; which certificate shall be prov- 
ed or acknowledged and recorded in the office of 
the clerk of the county where any office of such as- 
sociation shall be established, and a copy thereof 
filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

Sec. 17. ‘The certificate required by the last pre- 
ceding section to be recorded and filed in the offices 
of the clerk of the county and secretary of state as 
aforesaid, or copies thereof, duly certified by either 


lof those officers, may be used as evidence in all 


courts and places for and against any such association. 
Sec. 18. Such association shall have power to 
carry on the business of banking, by discounting 
bills, notes and other evidences of debt; by receiving 
deposites; by buying and selling gold and silver bul- 
lion; foreign coins and bills of exchange in the man- 
ner specified in their articles of association for the 
purposes authorized by this act; by loaning mone 
on real and personal security, and by exercising suc 
incidental powers as shall be necessary to carry on 
such business; to choose one of their number as presi- 


dent of such association, and to appoint a cashier, 


and such other officers and agents as their business 
may reqeire, and to-remove such president, cashier, 
officers,and agents at pleasure, and appoint others in 
their place. 

Sec. 19. ‘The shares of said association shall be 
deemed personal property, andshall be transferable 
on the books of the association in such manner as 
may be agreed on inthe articles of association: and 
every person becoming a shareholder by such trans- 
fer, shall, in proportion to his shares, succeed to all 
the rights and liabilities of prior shareholders; and 
no change shall be made in the articles of associa- 
tion by which the rights, remedies of security of its 
existing creditors shall be weakened or impaired. 
Such association shall not be dissolved by the death 
or insanity of any of the stockbolders therein. 

Sec. 20. It shall be lawful for any association of 
persons organized under this act by their articles of 
association, to provide for an increase of their cap- 
ital and of the number of the associates, from time 
to time, as they may think proper. 

See. 21. Contracts made by any such association, 
and all notes and bills by them issued and put in 
circulation as money, shall be signed by the presi- 
dent or vice-president and the cashier thereof; and 
all suits, actions and proceedings brought or prose- 
cuted by or on behalf of such association, may be 
bronght or prosecuted in the name of the president 
thereof; and no such suit, action or proceeding shall 
abate by reason of the death, resignation or removal 
from office of such president, but inay be continued 
and prosecuted aecording to such rules as the courts 
of law or equity may direct, in the name of his suc- 
cessor in office, who shall exercise the powers, en- 
joy the rights, and discharge the duties of his pre- 
decessor. 

Sec. 22. All persons having demands against any 
such association, may maintain actions against the 
president thereof; which suits or actions shall not 


abate by reason of the death, resignation or removal 


from office of such president, but may be continued 
and prosecuted to judgment against his successor; 
and all judgments and decrees obtained or rendered 
against such president for any debt or liability of 
such association, shall be enforced only against the 
joint property of the association, and which property 
shall be liable to be taken and sold by execution un- 
der any such judgment or decree. ct 

Sec. 23. Noshareholder of any such association 
shall be liable in his individual capacity for any con- 
tract, debt or engagement of such association, un- 
less the articles of such association by him signed 
shall have declared that the shareholder shall be so 
liable. 

Sec. 24. It shall be lawful for such association to 
purchase, hold and convey real estate for the follow- 
ing purposes: 

1. Such as shall be necessary for its immediate ac- 
commodation in the convenient transaction of its 
business; or, 

2. Such as shall be mortgaged to it in good faith, 
by way of security for loans made by, or moneys due, 
to such association; or 
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3. Such as shall be conveyed to it in satisfaction 
of debts previously contracted in the course of its 
dealings; or, 

4, Such as it shall purchase at sales under judg- 
ments, decrees or mortgages held by such associa- 
tion. 

The said association shall not purchase, hold or 
convey real estate in any other case, or for any other 
purpose; and all conveyances of such real estate 
shall be made to the president, or such other officer 
as shall be indicated for that purpose in the articles 
of association; and which president or officer, and 
his successors, from time to time may sell, assign 
and convey the same, free from any claims thereon, 
against any of the shareholders, or any person claim- 
ing under them. 

Sec. 25. Upon the application of creditors or 
shareholders of any such association, whose debts or 
shares shall amount to one thousand dollars, and 
stating facts, verified by affidavit, the chancellor may, 
in his discretion, order a strict examination to be 
made by one of the masters of his court, of all the 
affairs of such association, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the safety of its investments, and the produce 
of its management; and the result of every such ex- 
amination, together with the opinion of the master 
and of the chancellor thereon, shall be published in 
such manner as the chancellor shall direct, who 
shall make such order in respect to the expenses 
of such examination and publication as he may deem 
proper. 

Sec. 26. Such association shall, on the first Mon- 
days of January and July in or year after having 
commenced the business of banking as prescribed 
by this act, make out and transmit to the comptroller, 
in the form to be provided by him, a full statement of 
the affairs of the association, verified by the oaths 
of the president or cashier, which statement shall 
contain, 

1. The amount of the capital stock paid in ac- 
ome to the provisions of this act or secured to be 

aid: 

2. The value of the real estate of the association; 
specifying what portion is occupied by the associa- 
tion as necessary to the transaction of its business: 

3. The shares of stock held by such association, 
whether absolutely or as collateral security; specify - 
ing each kind and description of stock, and the num- 
ber and value of the shares of each: 

4. The amount of debts due to the association; 
specifying such as are due from moneyed or other 
corporations or associations; and also specifying the 
amount secured by bond and mortgage of judgment; 
and the amount which ought to be included in the 
computation of losses: 

5. The amount of debts due by such association; 
specifying such as are payable on demand, and such 
as are due to moneyed or other corporations or as- 
sociations: 

6. The amount of claims against the association 
not acknowledged by it as debts: 

7. The amount of notes, bills, or other evidences 
of debt issued by such association: 

8. The amount of the losses of the association; 
specifying whether charged on its capital or profits, 
since its last preceding statement, and of its divi- 
dends declared and made during the same period: 

9. The average amount in each month during the 
preceding six months of the debts due to and from 
the association; the average amount of specie pos- 
sessed by the same during each month, and the 
amount of bills and notes issued by such associa- 
tion and put in circulation as money, and outstanding 
against the association, on the first day of each of 
the preceding six months: 

10. The average amount in each month during 
the preceding six months due to the association, from 
all the shareholders in the association, also the great- 
est amount due to the association in each of the said 
preceding six months, from all the shareholders in 
such association: 

11. The amount which the capital of the said as- 
sociation has been increased during the preceding 


six months, if there shall have been any increase of 


the said capital; and the names of any persons who 
may have become parties to the said articles of as- 
sociation, or may have withdrawn therefrom since 
their last report. 

It shall be the duty of the comptroller to cause 
the statement required to be made by this section to 
be published in a newspaper printed in the county 
where the place of business of such association is 
situated, and in the state paper; the expense of which 
shall be paid by such association, 

Sec. 27. If such association shall neglect to make 
out and transmit the statement required in the last 
preceding section, for one month beyond the period 
when the saine is required to be made, or shail vio- 
late any of the provisions of this act, such ascocia- 
tion may be proceeded against and dissolved by the 
court of chancery, in the same manner as any 





moneyed corporation may be proceeded against and 
dissolved. 

Sec. 28. If any portion of the original capital of 
any such association shall be withdrawn for any pur- 
pose whatever, whilst any debts of the association 
remain unsatisfied, no dividends or profits on the 
shares of the capital stock of the association shall 
thereafter be made, until the deficit of capital shall 
have been made good, either by subscription of the 
shareholders, or out of the subsequently accruing pro- 
fits of the association; and if it shall appear that any 


such dividends have been made, it shall be the duty of 


the chancellor to make the necessary orders and de- 
crees for closing the affairs of the association, and 
distributing its property and etfects among its credi- 
tors and shareholders. 

Sec, 29. Such association shall be liable to pay 
the holder of every bill or note put in circulation as 
money ,the payment of which shall have been demand- 
ed and refused, damages for ion-payment thereof, 
in lieu of interest, at and after the rate of fourteen 
per cent. per annum, froin the time of such refusal 
until the payment of such evidence of debt, and the 
dainages thereon. 

Sec. 30. The president and cashier of every as- 
sociation formed pursuant to the provisions of this 
act, shall at all times keep a true and correct list of 
the names of the shareholders of such association, 
and shall file a copy of such list in the office of the 
clerk of the county where any office of such asso- 
ciation may be located, and also in the office of the 
comptroller, on the first Mondays of January and 
July in every year. 

Sec. 31. It shall not be lawful for any associa- 
tion formed under the provisions of this act, to make 
any of its bills or notes of a denomination less than 
one thousand dollars, to be put in circulation as 
money, payable at any other place than at the office 
where the business of the association is carried on 
and conducted. 

Sec. 32. The legislature inay at any time alter 
or repeal this act. 

Sec. 33. No association of persons authorized to 
carry on the business of banking under this act, 
shall at any time, for the space of twenty days, have 
on hand at their place of business, less than twelve 
and a half per cent. in specie on the amount of the 
bills or notes in circulation as money. 

State of New York, , This bill having been ap- 
secretary,’s office. § proved and signed by the go- 
vernor of this state on the 18th day of April, 1838, 
I do hereby certify that the same became a law on 
that day. 
Joun A. Dix, secretary of state. 





SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, OF §&.C, 


In reply to Mr. Clay on the sub-treasury bill. Delivered in 
the senate of the United States, March 10, 1833. 

I rise to fulfiia promise ] made some time since to 
notice at my leisure the reply of the senator from Ken- 
tucky farthest from me (Mr. Clay) to my remarks, when 
I first addressed the senate on the subject now under 
discussion. 

On comparing with care the pe a with the remarks, 
I am at a loss to determine whether it is the most re- 
markable for its omissions or misstatements. Instead 
of leaving not a hair in the head of my arguments, as 
the senator threatened, (to use his not very dignified ex- 
pression,) he has not even attempted to answer a large, 
and not the least weighty portion: and of that which he 
has, there is not one fairly stated or fairly answered. I 
speak literally, and without exaggeration; ner would it 
be difficult to establish to the letter what I assert, if I 
could reconcile it to myself to consume the time of the 
senate in establishing a long series of negative proposi- 
tions, in which they could take but little interest, how- 
ever importent they may be regarded by the senator 
and myself. ‘To avoid so idle a consumption of the 
time, I propose to present a few instances of his mis- 
statements, from which the rest may be inferred; and, 
that I may not be suspected of having selected them, 1 
shall take them in the order in which they stand in his 


reply. 

Whe senate will recollect, that when the senator from 
Virginia farthest from me (Mr. Rives) introduced his 
substitute, he accompanied it with the remark, that it 
was his first choice, and the second choice of those who 
are allied with him on this occasion. In noticing this re- 
mark, I stated, thatif I might judge from appearances, 
which could scarcely deceive one, the senator might have 
said, not only the second but, under existing curcumstan- 
ces, it was their first choice, and that, despairing of a bank 
for the present, they would support his substitute. Assum- 
ing this inference to be correct, I stated that the question 
was narrowed down, in fact, to the bill and substitute, 
of which one or the other must be selected. The sen- 
ator from Kentucky, in his reply, omitted all these qual- 
ifications, and represented me as making the absolute 
assertion that, in the nature of the case, there was no 
other alternative but the bill or the substitute, and then 
gravely pointed out two others; to do nothing, or adopt 
a national bank, as if I could sibly be ignorant of 
what was so obvious. Afier he had thus replied, not to 
what I really said, but his own misstatement of it, as if 
to make compensation, he p in the same 





—. 
breath to confirm the truth of what I did say by giving 
his support to the substitute, which he called a hal 
way house, where he could spend some pleasant hours 
Nothing is more easy than to win such victories. a 

Having inferred, as has turned out to be the fact tha 
there was no other alternative at present but the bil 
and substitute, I next showed the embarrassment to 
which the gentlemen opposite to me would be involved 
from pong, four years ago, on the question of the re 
moval of the deposites, denounced a league of State 
banks, similar to that proposed to be revived by the 
substitute. After enlarging on this point, I remarked 
that, if I might be permitted to state my opinion the 
gentlemen had taken a course unfortunate for them. 
selves and the country—unfortunate for them, for Jet 
what would come they would be responsible. If the 
bill was lost, theirs would be the responsibility; if the 
substitute was carried, on them the responsibility would 
fall; and,if nothing was done, they would be held re- 
sponsible; and, unfortunate for the country, because jt 
had prevented the decision of the question at the extra 
session, which could not have failed to put an early ter. 
mination to the present commercial and pecuniary em- 
barrassment. This the senator, in his reply, met by 
stating that I had called on him and his friends to fo}. 
low my lead; and thus regarding it, he made it the pre- 
text of some ill-natured personal remarks, which I shall 
notice hereafter. 1 never dreamed ot making such a 
call; and what I said cannot be tortured, by the force 
of construction, to bear a meaning having the least 
semblance to it. 

After making these preliminary remarks, I took up 
the substitute, and showed that it proposed to make a 
bargain with the banks. I then stated the particulars 
and the conditions of the proposed bargain; that its 
object was to enable the banks to pay their debts, and 
for that purpose it proposed to confer important privi- 
leges; to give them the use of the public funds from the 
time of deposite tv disbursement, and to have their 
notes received as cash in the dues of the government. 
I then asked, if we had a right to make such a bargain? 
The senator, leaving out all of these particulars, repre- 
sented me as saying that the government had no right 
to make a bargain with the banks; and then under- 
takes to involve me in an inconsisiency, in supporting 
the bill, because it proposes to bargain with the banks 
for the use of their vaults, as a place of safe-keeping tor 
the public money, as if there was a possible analogy 
between the two cases. No hing is more easy than to 
refute the most Cemonstrative argument in this way. 
Drop an essential part of the premises, and the most 
irresistible conclusion, of course, fails. 

In the same Summary and easy mode of replying to 
my argument, the senator perverted my denial that the 
gover::ment had a rigut to receive bank notes as cash, 
into the assertion that it had no right to receive any 
thing but cash; and then accuses me with inconsisten- 
cy, because I voted, at the extra session, for the bill au- 
thorising the receipt of treasury notes in the dues of the 
government; as if any one ever doubted that it could 
receive its own paper, Or securities, in payment of its 
debts. Such are the misstatements of the senator ta- 
ken in their regular order, as they stand in his reply, and 
they present a fair specimen of what he choeses to con- 
sider an answer to my argument. There is not one less 
unfairly stated, or unfairy met, than the instances I 
have cited. 


The senator presented two difficulties in reply to 
what I said against receiving bank notes by the govern- 
ment, which demand a passing notice before I dismiss 
this part of the subject. He objected, first, that it was 
contrary to the provision of the bill itself, which autho- 
rizes the receipts of the notes of specie-paying banks 
for a limited time. To answer this <bjection, it will be 
necessary to advert to the object of the provision. By 
the provisions of the joint resolutions of 1816, the notes 
of specie paying banks are made receivable in the dues 
of the government; and, of course, on the resumption 
of specie payments, bank notes would again he recelv- 
ed by the government as heretofore, without limitauon 
as to time, unless some provision be adopted to prevent 
it. Ina word, the government, though separated in 
fact at present from the banks, is not legally separated; 
and the object of the provision is to effect the separa- 
tion as well in law as it is in fact. ‘This it proposes to 
do by a gradual repeal of the joint resolution of 1816, 
in order to prevent, as far as possible, any injurious el- 
fects to the community or the banks. The senator, 1n 
making Ins objection, overlooks the broad distinction 
between the doing and undoing of an unconstitutional 
act. There are some unconstitutional acts that are dil- 
ficult, if not impossible, to be undone; such, for instance, 
as the admission of Louisiana into the union, admitung 
it to be unconstitutional, which I do not. ‘There are 
others which cannot be undone suddenly, without wide- 
spread distress and ruin; such as the protective tariff, 
which, accordingly, the compromise act allowed up- 
wards of eight years for the gradual repeal. Such also 
is the case under consideration, which, under the pro 
visions of the bill, would be effected in seven years. 
In all such cases I hold it to be not only clearly const 
tutional for congress to make a gradual repeal, but 1's 
duty to doso; otherwise it meee be often impossib:e 

et clear of an unconstitutional act short of reyoluuion: 
His next objection was, that the reasons which wou! 
make the receipt of bank notes unconstitutional, wou! 
also make the China trade so, which he represented as 
absorbing a large portion of the specie of the country: 
There is no analogy whatever between the two ny 
The very object af atiocin is to carry on trade, and } 
would be idfo to attempt to regulate the distribuuion a” 
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fluciuauon which result trom its operation. Experi- 
ence proves that all attempts of the kind must either 
rove abortive or mischievous. In fact, it may be laid 
down as a aw, that the more universal the demand for 
specie, and the less that demand is interrupted, the 
more sieady and uniform its value, and the more per- 
fectly, of course, it fulfils the great_purpose of circula- 
tion, for which it was intended. There are, however, 
not a few who, taking a different view, have thought it 
to be the duty of the government to prohibit the expor- 
tation of specie to China, on the very ground which 
the senator assumes, and I am not certain but that he 
himself has been in favor of the measure. 

But the senator did not restrict himself to a reply to 
my arguments. He introduced personal remarks, which 
neither self-respect, nor a regard to the cause I support, 
will permit me to pass without notice, as adverse as I 
am to all personal controversies. Not only my educa- 
tion and disposition, but, above all, my conception of 


the duties belonging to the station I occupy, indisposes | 


me tosuch controversies. We are sent here, not to 


wrangle, or indulge in personal abuse, but_to deliber- | 


ate and decide on the common interests of the states of 
ths union, as far as they have been subjected by the 
constitution to our jurisdiction. ‘Thus thinking and 
feeling, and having pertect confidence in the cause I 
support, | addressed myself, when I_ was last up, direct- 
ly and exclusively to the understanding, carefully avoid- 
ing every remark which had the least personal or party 
bearing. In proof of this, T appeal to you, senators, my 
witnesses and judges on this occasion. But it seems 
that no caution on my part could prevent what I was 
so anxious to avoid. ‘The senator, having no pretext 
togive a personal direction to the discussion, made a 
premeditated and gratuitous attack on me. I say hav- 
ing no pretext, for there is not a shadow of foundation 
for the assertion that I called on him and his party to 
follow my lead, at which he seemed to take offence, as 
I have already shown. I made no such call, or any 
thing that could be construed into it. It would have 
been impertinent, in the relation between myself and 
his party, at any stage of this question; and absurd at 
that late period, when every senator had made up his 
mind. As there was, then, neither provocation nor 
pretext, what could be the motive of the senator in 
making the attack? It could not be to indulge in the 
pleasure of personal abuse, the lowest and basest of all 
our passions, and which is so far beneath the dignity 
of the senator’s character and station. Nor could it be 
with the view to intimidation. The senator knows me 
too long and too well to make such an atiempt. I am | 
sent here by constituents as respectable as those he re- 
presents, in order to watch over their peculiar interests, | 
and take care of the general concern; and if I were 
capable of being deterred by any one, or any conse- 
quence, in discharging my duty, from denouncing what 
I regarded as dangerous or corrupt, or giving a decided 
and zealous support to what I thought right and expe- 
dient, 1 would, in shame and confusion, return my 
commission to the patriotic and gallant state I repre- 
sent, to be placed in more resolute and trustworthy 
hands. 

If, then, neither the one nor the other of these be the 
motive, what, l again repeat, can it be? In casting m 
eyes over the whole surtace, I can see but one, whic 
is, that the senator, despairing of the sufficiency of his 
reply to overthrow my arguments, had resorted to per- 
sonalities, in the hope, with their aid, to effect what he 
could not accomplish by main strength. He well 
knows that the force of an argument on moral or poli- 
tical subjects depends greatly on the character of him 
who advanced it, and that to cast suspicion on his sin- 
cerity or motive, or to shake confidence in his under- 
standing, is often the most effectual mode to destroy its 
force. Thus viewed, his personalities may be fairly re- 
garded as constituting a part of his reply to my argu- 
ment; and we, accordingly, find the senator throwing 
them in front, like a skilful general,in order to weaken 
my arguments before he brought on his main attack. 
In repelling, then, his ersonal attacks, I also defend 
the cause which I advocate. It is against that his 
blows are aimed, and he strikes at it through me, be- 
cause he believes his blows will be the more effectual. 

Having given this direction to his reply, he has im- 
posed on me a double duty to repel his attacks: duty to 
myself and the cause I support. I shall not decline its 
performance; and when it is discharged, I trust I shall 
lave placed my character as far beyond the darts which 
he has hurled at it, as my arguments have ptoved to be 
above his abilities to reply to them. In_ doing this, I 
shall be compelled to speak of myself. No one can be 
more sensible, than I am, how odious it is to speak of 
one’s self. I shall endeavor to confine myself within 
the limiis of the strictest propriety; but if any thing 
Should escape me that may wound the most delicate 
ear, the odium ought in justice to fall not on me, but 
the senator who, by his unprovoked and wanton attack, 

as Imposed on me the painful necessity of speaking of 
myself. 

The leading charge of the senator—that on which all 
others depend, and which, being overthrown, they fall 
to the ground—is that I have gone over; have left his 
side, and joined the other. By this vague and indefi- 
nite expression, I presume he meant to iniply that I had 
either changed my opinion, or abandoned my princi- 
ple, or deserted my party. If he did not mean one, or 
all; if I have changed neither opinions, principles, nor 
poet then the churge meant nothing deserving notice. 

uti he intended to imply, what 1 have presumed he 
did, I take issue on the fact—I meet and repel the 





charge. It happened fortungiely for me, fortunately 


for the cause of truth and justice, that it was not the 
first time that I had offered my sentiments on the ques- 
tion now under consideration. There is scarcely a 
single point in the present issue on which I did not ex- 
licitly express my opinion, four years ago, in my place 
ere, when the removal of the deposites and the ques- 
tions connected with it were under discussion—s0 ex- 
plicitly as to repel effectually the charge of any change 
on my part, and to make it impossible for me to pursue 
any other course than I have without involving myself 
in gross inconsistency. I intend not to leave so impor- 
tant a point to rest on my bare assertion. What I as- 
sert stands vn record, which I now hold in my posses- 
sion, and intend, at the proper time, to introduce apd 
read. But, before I do that, it will be proper I should 
state the questions now at issue, and my course in re- 
lation to them, so tha’, having a clear and distinct per- 
ception of them, you may, senators, readily and satis- 
factorily compare and determine whether my course on 
the present occasion coincides with the opinions I then 
expressed. 
here are three questions, as is agreed by all, involv- 
ed in the present issue. Shall we separate the govern- 
ment from the banks, or shall we revive the league of 
state banks, or create a national bank? My opinion 
and course in reference to each are well known. I 
prefer the separation to either of the others; and, as be- 
tween the other two, I regard a national bank as a 
more efficient and a less corrupting fiscal agent than a 
league of state banks. It is also well known that I 
have expressed myself on the present occasion hostile 
to the banking system, as it exists, and against the con- 
stitutional power of making a bank, unless on the as- 
sumption that we have the right to receive and treat 
bank notes as cash in our fiscal operations, which I, 
for the first time, have denied on the present occasion. 
Now, I entertained and expressed all these opinions, 
on a different occasion, four years ago, except the right 
of receiving bank notes, in regard to which I then re- 
served my opinion; and if all this should be fully and 
clearly established by the record, from speeches deli- 
vered and published at the time, the charge of the sena- 
tor must, in the opinion of all, however prejudiced, sink 
to the ground. 1 am now prepared to introduce, and 
have the record read. I delivered two speeches in the 
session of 1833-’34, one on the removal of the deposites, 
and the other on the question of the renewal of the 
charter of the late bank. I ask the secretary to turn to 
the volume lying before him, and read the three para- 
graphs marked in my speech on the deposites. I will 
thank him to raise his voice, and read slowly, so that 
he may be distinctly heard, and 1 must ask you, sena- 
tors, to give your attentive hearing, for on the coinci- 
dence between my opinions then and my course now 
my vindication against this unprovoked and ground- 
less charge rests. 

“Tf (said Mr. C.) this was a question of bank or no 
bank; if it involved the existence of the banking sys- 
tem, it would indeed be a great question—one of the 
first magnitude; and, with my present impression, long 
entertained, and daily increasing, I would hesitate, long 
hesitate, befure I would be found under the banner of 
the system. I have great doubts (if doubts they may 
be called) as to the soundness and tendency of the 
whole system, in all its modifications. I have great fears 
that it will be fond hostile to liberty and the advance 
of civilization; fatally hostile to liberty in our country, 
where the system exists in its worst and most danger- 
ous form. Of all institutions affecting the great ques- 
tion of the distribution of wealth; a question least ex- 
plored, and the most important of any in the whole 
range of political economy; the banking institut:on has, 
if not the greatest, among the greatest, and, I fear, 
most pernicious, influence on the mode of distribution. 
Were the question really before us, I would not shun 
the responsibility, great as it might be, of freely and 
fully offering my sentiments on these ey ee 
points; but, as itis, 1 must content myself with the few 
remarks which 1 have thrown out. 

“* What, then, is the real question which now agitates 
the country? I answer, itis a struggle bet ween the ex- 
ecutive and legislative departments of the government; 
a struggle, not in relation to the existence of the bank, 
but oe a congress or the president, should have the 
power to create a bank, and the consequent control 
over the currency of the country. This is the real 

uestion. Let us not deceive ourselves. This league, 
this association of banks, created by the executive, 
bound together by its influence, united in commen ar- 
ticles of association, vivified and sustained y receiv- 
ing the deposites of the public money, and having their 
notes converted, by being received every where by the 
treasury, into the common currency of the country, is, 
to all intents and purposes, a bank of United States, 
the executive henk of the United States, as distinguish- 
ed from that of congress. 

“However it might fail to perform satisfactorily the 
useful functions of the Bank of the United States as 
incorporated by law, it would outstrip it, far outstrip 
it. in all its dangerous qualities, in extending the power, 
the influence, and the corruption of the government. 
It was impossible to conceive any institution more ad- 
mirably calculated to advance these objects. Not only 
the selected banks, but the whole banking institutions 
of the country, and with them the entire money power, 
for the purpose ofspeculation, peculation and corruption, 
would be placed under the control of the executive. A 
system of menaces and promises will be established: of 
menaces to the banks in possession of the deposites, but 
which might not be entirely subservient to executive 


—— 


may not as yet enjoy its favors. Between the two, the 
banks would be left without influence, honor, or hon- 
esty, and a system of speculation and stock-jobbing 
would commence, unequalied in the annals of our 
country. 

“So long as the question is one between a bank of 
of the United States, incorporated by congress, and 
that system of banks which has been created by the 
will of the executive, it is an insult to the understand- 
ing to discourse on the pernicious tendency and un- 
constitutionality of the Bank of the United States. To 
bring up that question fairly and legitimately, you must 
go one step farther—you must divorce the government 
and the banking system. You must refuse all con- 
nection with banks. You must neither receive nor 
pay away bank notes; you must go back to the old sys- 
tem of the strong box, and of gold and silver. If you 
have a right to receive bank notes at all—to treat them 
as money by receiving them in your dues, or paying 
them away to creditors, you have a right to create a 
bank. Whatever the government receives and treats 
as money, is money; and, if it be money, then they 
have the right, under the constitution, to regulate it. 
Nay, they are bound by a high obligation to adopt the 
most efficient means, according to the nature of that 
which they have recognised as money, to give to it the 
utmost stability and uniformity of value. And if it be 
in the shape of bank notes, the most efficient means of 
giving those qualities isa bank of the United States, 
incorporated by congress. Unless you give the high- 
est practical uniformity to the value of bank notes—so 
long as you receive them in your dues and treat them 
as money, you violate that provision of the constitu- 
tion which provides that taxation shall be uniform 
throughout the United States. ‘There is no other alter- 
native. 1 repeat, you must divorce the government en- 
tirely from the banking <erer or, if not, you are 
bound to incorporate a bank as the only safe and effi- 
cient means of giving stability and uniformity to the 
currency. And should the deposites not be restored, 
and the present illegal and unconstitutional connection 
between the executive and the league of banks con- 
tinue, I shall feel it my duty, if no one else moves, to 
introduce a measure to prohibit government from re- 
ceiving or touching bank notesin any shape whatever, 
as the only means left of giving safety and stability to 
the currency, and saving the country from corruption 
and ruin.” ; 

Such were my sentiments, delivered four years since, 
on the question of the removal of the deposites, and 
now standing on record; and I now call your attention 
senators, while they are fresh ins your minds, and be- 
fore other extracts are read, to the opinions I then en- 
tertained and expressed, in order that you may com- 
pare them with those that I have expressed, and the 
course I have pursued on the present occasion. In 
the first place, I then expressed myself explicitly and 
decided!y against the banking system, and intimated, 
in language too strong to be mistaken, that, if the ques- 
tion was then bank or no bank, as it now is, as far as 
government is concerned, J would not be found on the 
side of the bank. Now, I ask, I appeal to the candor 
of all, even the most prejudiced, is there any thing in 
all this contradictory to my present opinons or course? 
On the contrary, having entertained and expressed 
these opinions, could I, at this time, when the issue I 
then supposed is actually presented, have gone against 
the separation without gross inconsistency? Again, I 
then declared myself to be utterly opposed to a combi- 
nation or league of state banks, as being the most effi- 
cient and corrupting fiscal agent the government could 
select, and more objectionable than a bank of the 
United States. [again appeal, is there a sentiment or 
a word in all this contradictory to what I have said or 
done on the present occasion? So far otherwise, is 
there not a perfect harmony and coincidence through- 
out, which, considering the distance of time and the 
difference of the occasion, is truly remarkable, and 
thisextending to all the great and governing questions 
now at issue? 

But the removal of the deposites was not the only 
juestion discussed at that remarkable and important 
session. The charter of the United States Bank was 
then about to expire. ‘The senator from Massachu- 
setts nearest to me, (Mr. Webster,) then at the head 
of the committee on finance, suggested, in his place, 
that he intended to introduce a bill to renew the char- 
ter. I clearly perceived that the movement, if made, 
would fail; and that there was no prospect of doing any 
thing to arrest the danger approaching, unless the sub- 
ject was taken up on the broad question of the cur- 
rency; and that if any connection of the government 
with the banks could be justified at all, it must be in 
that relation. I am not among those who believe that 
the currency was in a sound condition when the de-~ 
posites were removed in 1834. I then believed, and 
experience has proved I was correct, that it was deeply 
and dangerously diseased; and that the most efficient 
measures were necessary to prevent the catastrophe 
which has since fallen on the circulation of the country. 
There was then not more than one dollar in specie, on 
an average, in the banks, including the United States 
Bank and all, for six of bank notes in circulation; and 
not more than one in eleven compared to liabilities of 
the banks, and this while the United States Bank was 
in full and active operation, which proves conclusively 
that its charter ought not to be renewed, if renewed at 
all, without great modifications. I saw also that the 
expansion of the circulation, great as it then was, must 
stil farther increase; that the discace lay deep in the 
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of England was renewed would give a western direc- 
tion to specie, which, instead of correcting the disor- 
der, by substituting specie for bank notes in our cir- 
culation, would become the basis of new banking ope 
rations that would greatly increase the swelling tide. 
Such were my conceptions then, and I honestly and 
earnestly endeavored to carry them into effect, in or- 
der to prevent the approaching catastrophe. 

The political and personal relations between myself 
and the senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) 
were then not the kindest. We stood in opposition at 
the preceding session on the great question growing out 
of the conflict between the siate I represented and the 
general government, which could not pass away with- 
out leaving unfriendly feelings on both sides; but where 
duty is involved, I am not in the habit of permitting my 
personal relations to interfere. In my solicitude to 
avoid coming dangers, I sought an interview, through 
a common friend, in order to compare opinions as to the 

roper course to be pursued. We met, and conversed 

reely and fully, but parted without agreeing. I ex- 
pressed to him my deep regret at our disagreement, 
and informed him that, although I could not agree 
with him, | would throw no embarrassment in his way, 
but should feel it to be my duty, when he made his 
motion to introduce a bill to renew the charter of the 
bank, to express my opinion at large on the state of the 
currency and the proper course to be pursued, which I 
accordingly did. On that memorable occasion I stood 
almost alone. One party supported the league of state 
banks, and the other the United States Bank, the char- 
ter of which the senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Webster) proposed to renew for six years. Nothing 
was left me but to place myself distinctly before the 
country on the ground I occupied, which I did fully 
and explicitly in the speech I delivered on the occasion. 
In justice to myself, gas & to have every word of it 
read on the present occasion. It would of itself be a 
full vindication of my course. I stated and enlarged 
on all the points to which I have already referred; ob- 
jected to the recharter as proposed by the mover, and 
foretold that what has since happened would follow, 
unless something effectual was done to prevent it. As 
a remedy, I proposed to use the Bank of the United 
States as a temporary expedient, fortified with strong 
guards, in order to resist and turn back the swelling 
tide of circulation. With this view, I proposed to pro- 
hibit the issue of any note under ten dollane, at first, 
and after a certain interval, under twenty; and to re- 
fuse to receive the notes of any bank that issued notes 
under five dollars, or that received the notes of any 
bank that issued less, in order to make a total separa- 
tion between the banks that should refuse to discon- 
tinue the issue of small notes and the others, in the 
hope that the influence of the latter, with the voice of the 
community, would ultimately compel a discontinuance. 
I proposed, that the charter, with these and other pro- 
visions that might be devised: by a committee appointed 
for the purpose, should be renewed for twelve years, 
two years longer than the Baik of Egland had been, 
in order to avail ourselves of the experience and wisdom 
of that great and enlightened nation. All this I pro- 
posed expressly on the ground of undoing the system, 
gradually jand slowly, tll a total disconnection should 
be effected, if experience should show that it could be 
carried to that extent. My object was double; to get 
clear of the system, and to avoid the catastrophe which 
has since befallen us, and which I then saw was ap- 
proaching. 

T’o prove all this, I again refer to the record. If it 
shall appear from it that my object was to disconnect 
the government gradually and cautiously from the 
banking system, and with that view, and that only, I 
proposed to use the United States Bank for a show 
time, and that I explicitly expressed the same opinions 
then as I now have on almost every point connected 
with the system, I shall not only have vindicated’ my 
character from the charge of the senator from Ken- 
tucky, but shall do more, much more, to show that I 
did all an individual, standing alone asI did, could do 
to avert the present calamities, and, of course, I am 
free from all responsibility for what has since happened. 
I have shortened the extracts, as far as was possible to 
do myself justice, and have left out much that ought, of 
right, to be readin my defence, rather than to weary 
the senate. I know how difficult it is to command at- 
tention to reading of documents; but | trust that this, 
where justice to a member of the body, whose charac- 
ter has been assailed, without the least provocation, will 
form an exception. ‘I'he extracts are numbered, and 
I will thank the secretary to pause at the end of each, 
unless otherwise desired. 

The secretary here read the following extract : 

* A fier a full survey of the whole subject, I see none, 


, quently, if the government has the right to receive bank 





Ican conjecture no means of extricating the country 
from its present danger, and to arrest its farther in- 
crease, but a bank; the agency of which, in some form 
or under some authority, 1s indispensable. The coun- 








try has been brought into the present diseased state of | 
the currency by banks, and must be extricated by | 
their agency. We must, in a word, use a bank to 
unbank the banks, to the extent that may be neces- 
sary to restore a safe and stable currency—just as we | 
apply snow toa frozen limb in order to restore vitality 
and circulation, or hold up a burn to the flame to ex- 





tract the inflammation. All mustsee that it is impos- 
sible 40 supptessihe. banking. system at once.. It.must | 
continue for atime. Its greatest enemies, and the ad- | 
vocates of an exclusive specie circulation, must make | 


it a partof their system to tolerate the banks for a lon- | t 
ger or a shorter period. ‘To suppress them at once| formed a 


would, if it were possible, work a greater revolution— 
a greater change in the relative condition of the various 
classes of the community, than would the conquest of 
the country by a savage enemy. What, then, must 
be done? I answer, a new and safe system must 
gradually grow up under, and replace, the old; imita- 
ting, in this respect, the beautiful process we some- 
times see, of a wounded or diseased part in a living 
organic body, gradually superseded by the healing 
process of nature.” 

After having so expressed myself, which clearly shows 
that my object was to use the bank for a time in such 
a manner as to break the connexion with the system, 
without a shock to the country or currency, I then pro- 
ceed and examine the question, whether this could be 
best aécomplished by the renewal of the charter of the 
United States Bank, or through a league of state 
banks. After concluding what I had to say on the 
subject, in my deep solicitude I addressed the three 
pariiee in the senate separately, urging such motives as 

thought best calculated to act on them, and pressing 
them to join me in the measure suggested, in order to 
avert approaching danger. I began with my friends of 
the state rights party and with the administration. I 
have taken copious extracts from the address to the 
first, which will clearly prove how exactly my opin- 
ion then and now coincide on all questions connec- 
ted with the banks. I now ask the secretary to read 
the extract numbered two. 

“Having now stated the measure necessary to ap- 
ply the remedy, I am thus brought to the question—can 
the measure succeed? which brings up the inquiry of 
how far it may be expected to receive the support of 
the several parties which compose the senate, and on 
which I shall next proceed to make a few remarks. 

“First, then, can the state rights party give it their 
support? that party of which I am proud of being a 
member, and for which I entertain so strong an at- 
tachment—the stronger because we are few among 
many. In proposing this question, [am not ignorant 
of their long-standing constitutional objection to the 
bank, on the ground that this was intended to be, as it 
is usually aout a hard-money government—a go- 
vernment whose circulating medium was intended to 
consist of the precious metals, and for which object 
the power of coining money and regulating the value 
thereof was expressly conferred by the constitution. I 
know how long and how sincerely this opinion has 
been entertained, and under how many difficulties it 
has been maintained. It is not my intention to attempt 
to change an opinion so firmly fixed, but I may’be per- 
mitted to make a few observations, in order to present 
what appears to me to be the true question in reference 
to this constitutional point—in order that we may fully 
comprehend the circumstances under which we are 
placed in reference to it. With this view, I do not 
deem it necessary to inquire whether, in conferring the 
power to coin money and to regulate the value thereof, 
the constitution intended to limit the power strictly to 





coining money and regulating its value, or whether it 
intended to confer a more general power over the cur- | 
rency; nor do I intend to inquire whether the word coin | 
is limited simply to the metals, or may be extended to | 
either substances, if, through a gradual change, they 
may become the medium of the general circulation of 
the world.” 

“The very receipt of bank notes on the part of the 
government, in its dues, would, it is conceded, make 
them money, as far as the government may be concern- 
ed, and by a necessary consequence, would make them, 
toa great extent, the currency of the country. I say 
nothing of the positive provisions in the constitution 
which declare that ‘all duties, imposts, and excises, shall 
be uniform throughout the United Siates,? which cannot 
be, unless that in which they are paid should also have, 
as nearly as practicable, a uniform value throughout 
the country. ‘T’o effect this, where bank notes are re- 
ceived, the banking power is necessary and proper 
within the meaning ef the constitution; and conse- 


notes in 1ts dues, the power becomes constitutional. 
Here lies, said Mr. C. the real constitutional question: 
has the government a right to receive bank notes or 
not?) ‘The question is not upon the mere power of in- 
corporating a bank, as it had been commonly argued; 
though, even in that view, there would be a great con- 
stitutional objection to any act on the part of the execu- 
tive, or any other branch of the government, which 
should unite any association of state banks into one 
system, as the means of giving the uniformity and sta- 
bility to the currency which the constitution intends to 
confer. ‘The very act of so associating or incorpora- 
ting them into one, by whatever name called, or by 
whatever department performed, would be in fact an 
act of incorporation. 

“But, said Mr. C., my object, as I have stated, is not 
to discuss the constitutional questions, nor to determine 
whether the bank be constitutional or not. It is, I re- 
eat, to show where the difficulty lies—a difficulty which 

have felt from the time I first came into the public 
service. I found then, as now, the currency of the 
country consisting almost entirely of bank notes. I 
found the government intimately connected with the 
system, receiving bank notes in its dues, and paying 
them away under its appropriations as cash. The fact 
was beyond my control; it existed long before my time, 
and without my agency; and I was compelled to act on 
the fact ‘as it éxisted; without ‘deciding or the many 
poston which I have suggested, as connected wit 





iis subject, and on many of which I have never yet 
definite opinion. No oue can pay less re- 


ne ae 





gard to precedent than I do, acting here in my repre- 
sentative and deliberative character, on legal or constj- 
tutional questions; but I have felt from the beginning 
the full force of the distinction so sensibly taken by the 
senator from Virginia, [Mr. Leigh,] between doing and 
undoing an act, and which heso strongly illustrated jn 
the case of the purchase of Louisiana. The constitu- 
tionality of that act was doubted by many at tke time, 
and among others by its author himself; yet he would 
be considered a madman, who, coming into political 
life, at this late period, would now seriously take up the 
question of the constitutionality of the purchase, and, 
coming to the conclusion that it was unconstitutional, 
should propose to rescind the act, and eject from the 
union two flourishing states, and a growing territory.” 

I next ask the attention of the senators, especially 
from the northern states, while the secretary reads the 
short address to the opposition, that they may see how 
distinctly I foresaw what was coming, and how anxious 
I was to avert the calamity that has fallen on the sec- 
tion where I anticipated it would. I ask the secretary 
to read the extract numbered three. 

‘Sf next address myself to the members of the oppo- 
sition, who principally represent the commercial and 
manufacturing portions of the country, where the bank- 
ing system has been the farthest extended, and where 
a larger portion of the property exist in the shape of 
credit than in any other section; and to whom a sound 
stable currency 1s most necessary, and the opposite 
most dangerous. You have no constitutional objection; 
to you it is a mere question of expediency; viewing in 
this light, can you vote for the proposed measure?—a 
measure designed to arrest the approach of events which 
I have demonstrated must, if not arrested, create con- 
vulsions and revolutions; and to correct a disease which 
must, if not corrected, subject the currency to con- 
tinued agitations and fluctuations: and in order to give 
that permanence, stability, and uniformity which 1s so 
essential to your safety and prosperity. To effect this 
may require some diminution on the profits of banking; 
some temporary sacrifice of interest; but if such should 
be the fact, it will be compensated in more than a hun- 
dred-fold proportion, by increased security and durable 
prosperity. If the system must advance in the present 
course without a check, and if explosion must follow, 
remember that where you stand will be the crater: 
should the’system quake, under your feet the chasm 
will open that will engulf your institutions and your 
prosperity.” 

I regret to trespass on the patience of the senate, but 
I wish, in justice to myself, to ask their attention to one 
more, which, though not immeditely relating to the 
question under consideration, is not irrelevant to tiny 
vindication. I not only expressed my opinions freely 
in relation to the currency and the bank, in the speech 
from which such copious extracts have been read, but 
had the precaution to define my political position dis- 
tinctly in reference to the political parties of the day, 
and the course [ would pursue in relation toeach. [ 
then, as now, belonged to the party to which it is my 
glory ever to have been attached exclusively; and avow- 
ed, explicitly, that I belonged to neither of the two par- 
ties, opposition or administration, then contending for 
superiority, which of itself ought to go far to repel the 
charge of the senator from Kentucky, that I have gone 
over from one party to the other. The secretary will 
read the last extract: 

“T am the partisan, as I have said, of no class, nor, 
let me add, of any political party. Iam neither of the 
opposition nor of the administration. Jf I act with the 
former in any instance, it is because I approve of their 
course on the particular occasion; and | shall always 
be happy to act with them when Ido approve. If I 
oppose the administration; if I desire to see power 
chouge hands, it is because I disapprove of the general 
course of those in authority; because thev have departed 
from the principles on which they came into office; be- 
cause, instead of using the immense power and patron- 
age put in their hands to secure the liberty of the coun- 
try and advance the public good, they have perverted 
them into party instruments for personal objects. But 
mine has not been, nor will it be, a systematic opposi- 
tion. Whatever measure of theirs I may deem right, I 
shall cheerfully support; and I only desire that they shall 
afford me more frequent occasions for support, and 
fewer for opposition, than they have heretofore done.” 

Such, senators, are my recorded sentiments in 1834. 
They are full and explicit on all the questions involved 
in the present issue, and prove, beyond the possibility 
of doubt, that I have changed no opinion, abandoned 
no princip'e, nor deserted any party. I stand now on 
the ground I stood then, and, of course, if my relations 
to the two opposing parties are changed—if I now act 
with those I then opposed, and oppose those with whom 
I then acted, the change is not in me. I at least have 
stood still. Ih saying this, I accuse none of changing. 
I leave others to explain their position, now and then, 
if they deem explanation necessary. But, if I may be 
permitted to state my opinion, I would say that the 
change is rather in the questions and the circumstances, 
than in the opinions or principles of either of the par- 
ties. The opposition were then and are now national 
bank men, and the administration, in like manner, 


were anti-national bank, and in favor of a ot of 


state banks, while I preferred then, as now, the former 
to the latter, and a divorce from banks to either. When 
the experiment of the league failed, the administration 
were reduced to the option between a national bank and 
a divorce. They chose the latter, and such,:I have no 
reason to doubt, would have been their choice, had the 
option been the same four years ago. Nor have | any 
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ee 
pt, had the option been then between a league of 
on and divorce, the opposition then, as now, would 
een in favor of the league. In all this there is: 
ore apparent than realchange. As to myself, there has 
“3 vn neither. If I acted with the opposition and oppos- 
ee administration then, it was because I was open- 
iy opposed to the removal of the deposites and the league 
‘ veniks as I now am; and if I now act with the Tat- 
as and oppose the former, it is because Iam now, as 
then, in favor of a divorce, and opposed to either a 
league of state banks or a national bank, except indeed 
asthe means of effecting a divorce sradually and safely. 
What, then, is my offence? What but refusing to 
abandon my first choice, the divorce from the banks, 
because the administration has selected it, and of going 
with the opposition for a national bank, to which I have 
been and am still opposed? That is all; and for this I 
am charged with going over—leaving one party and 
joining the other. ! 
“Had some guardian angel, Mr. President, whispered 
in my ear at the time, “be cautious what you say; this 
question will not terminate here; four years hence it will 
he revived, under very different circumstances, when 
your principles and duty will compel you to act with 
those you now oppose, and oppose those with whom 
you now act, when you willbe charged with desertion 
of principles,” I could not have guarded myself more 
efectually than I have done. Yet, in the face of all 
this, the Senator has not only made the charge, but has 
said, in his place, that he heard, for the first time in his 
life, at the extra session, that I was opposed to a national 
bank! I could place the senator in a dilemma from 
which there is no possibility of escape. I might say to 
him, you have either forget or not what I said in 1834. 
If you have not, how can you justify yourself in mak- 
ing the charge you have? Butif you have—if you have 
forgot whatis so recent, and what from the magnitude 
of the question and the importance of the occasion, was 
so well calculated to impress itself on your memory, 
what possible value can be attached to your recollec- 
tion or Opinions, as to my course On more remote and 
less memorable oceasions, on which you have under- 
taken to impeach my conduct? He may take his 
choice. , 

Having now established by the record that I have | 
changed no opinion, abandoned no principle, nor de- 
serted any party, the charge of the senator, with all the 
aspersions with which he accompanied it, falls pros- 
trate to the earth. Here I might leave the subject, and 
close my vindication. But I choose not. I shall follow 
the senator up, step by step, in his unprovoked, and, I 
may now add, groundless attack, with blows not less 
decisive and victorious. 

The senator next proceeded to state, that in a certain | 
document (if he named it, I did not hear him) I assign- 
ed as the reason why I could not join in the attack on 
the administration, that the benefit of the victory would 
notenure to myself, or my party, or, as he explained 
himself, because it would not place myself and them in 
power. I presume he referred to a letter, in answer to | 
an invitation to a public dinner offered me by my old 
and faithful friends and constituents of Edgefield, in 
approation of my course at the extra session. 

(Mr. Clay. I do.] 

rhe pressure of domestic engagements would not 
permit me to accept their invitation, and, in declining 
i, [deemed it due to them and myself to explain my 
course, In its political and party bearing, more fully than 

had done in debate. They had a right to know my 
reasons, and I expressed myself with the frankness due 
to the long and uninterrupted confidence that had ever 
existed between us. 

Having made these explanatory remarks, I now pro- 
ceed to meet the assertion of the senator. I again take 
issue on the fact. I assigned nosuch reason as the sena- 
‘or attributes to me. Inever dreamed nor thought of 
sucha one; nor can any force of construction extort 
irom what I said. No; my object was not power or 
place, either for myself or party. I was far more hum- 
bleand honest. It was to save ourselves and our prin- 
ciples from being absorbed and lost in a party more 
humerous and powerful, but differing from us on almost 
every principle and question of policy. | 
. When the suspension of specie payments took place 
in May last, (not unexpected to me,) I immediately 
turned my attention to the event earnestly, considering 
(as an event pregnant with great and lasting conse- 
uences, Reviewing the whole ground, I saw nothing | 
!o change in the opinions and principles I had avowed 
2 1834, and I determined to carry them vut, as far as 
lene and my ability would enable me. But 
on a _ my course must be influenced by the posi- 
in nb the two great contending parties might take 
oppeaia ice to ie question. Idid not doubt that the 
combina W wae rally either on a national bank, or a 

on ae ) state banks, with Mr. Biddle’s at the 
miniestis was wholly uncertain what course the ad- 
meeuaal oF Ms ould adupt, and remained so until the 
mevenes..» 5. . e president was received and read by the 
vores + es my be a9 When I saw he went for a di- 
ions sad ever | esitated a moment. Not only my opin- 
th _ principles long entertained, and, as I have 
cal maauie J oe years ago, but the highest politi- 
pea chasse e me no alternative. I perceived, at 
's conman ae ject, to accomplish which we had acted 
usurpations hed Opposition, had ceased; executive 
that the ie come to an end for the present; and 
for power Woe es with the administration was no longer 
that if «, ut t0 save themselves. I also clearly saw 
we should unite with the opposition in their at- 
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have t 
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on the administration, the victory over them in the 





position they occupied, would be a victory over us and 
our principles. It required no sagacity to see that such 
would be the result. It was as plain as day. The ad- 
ministration had taken position, as I have shown, on 
the very ground I occupied in 1834, and which the 
whole state rights party had taken at the same time in 
the other house, as its journals will prove. ‘The oppo- 
sition, under the banner of the bank, were moving 
against them for the very reason that they had taken the 
sround they did. 

Now, I ask, what would have been the result if we 
had joined in the attack? No one can now doubt that 
the victory over those in power would have been certain 
and decisive, nor would the consequences have been 
the least doubtful. The first fruit would have been a 
national bank. The principles of the opposition, and 
the very object of the attack would have necessarily led 
to that. We would have been not only too feeble to re- 
sist, but would have been committed by joining in the 
attack with its avowed object to go for one, while those 
who support the administration would have been scat- 
tered in the winds. We should then have had a bank— 
that is clear; nor is it less certain, that in its train there 
would have followed all the consequences which have 
and ever will follow, when tried—high duties, overflow- 
ing revenue, extravagant expenditures, large surpluses; 
ina word, all those disastrous consequences which have 
well near overthrown our institutions, and involved the 
country in its present difficulties. The influence of the 
institution, the known principles and policy of the oppo- 
sition, and the utter prostration of the administration 
party, and the absorption of ours, would have led to 
these results as certainly as we exist. ; 

I now appeal, senators, to your candor and justice, 
and ask, could I, having all these consequences before 
me, with my known opinions and that of the party to 
which I belong, and to which only I owe fidelity, have 
acted differenth from what I did? Would notany other 
course have justly exposed me to the charge of having 
abandoned my principles and party, with which I am 
now accused so unjustly? Nay, would it not have been 
worse than folly—been madness in me to have taken 
any other? And yet, the grounds which I have assum- 
ed in this exposition are the very reasons assigned in my 
letter, and which the senator has perverted most unfair- 
ly and unjustly into the pitiful, persona! and selfish rea- 
son, which he has attributed to me. Confirmative of 
what I say, I again appeal to the record. The secre- 
tary will read the paragraph marked in my Edgefield 
letter, to which, I presume, the senator alluded. 

“As soon as I saw this state of things, I clearly per- 
ceived that a very important question was presented for 


| our determination, which we were compelled to decide 


forthwith—shall we continue our joint attack with the 
nationals with those in power, in the new position which 
they have been compelled to occupy? It was clear, 
with our joint forces, we could utterly overthrow and 
demolish them, but it was not less clear that the victory 


| would enure not to us, but exclusively to the benefit of 


our allies and their cause. ‘They were the most numer- 
ous and powerful, and the point of assault on the position 
which the party to be assaulted had taken in relation to 
the banks would have greatly strengthened the settled 
principles and policy of the national party, and weak- 
ened, in the same degree, ours. They are, and ever 
have been, the decided advocates of a national bank, 
and are now in favor of one with a capital so ample as 
to be sufficient to control the state institutions, and to 
regulate the currency and exchanges of the country. 
To join them, with their avowed object in the attack to 
overthrow those in power, on the ground they occupied 
against a bank, would, of course, not only have placed 
the government and country in their hands without op- 
position, but would have committed us, beyond the pos- 
sibility of extrication, for a bank, and absorbed our 
party in the ranks of the national republicans. The 
first truits of the victory would have been an oversha- 
dowing national bank, with an immense capital, not 
less than from fifty to a hundred millions, which would 
have centralized the currency and exchanges, and with 
them the commerce and capital of the country, in what- 
ever section the head of the institution might be placed. 
The next would be the indissoluble union of the politi- 
cal opponents, whose principles and policy are so oppo- 
site to ours, and so dangerous to our Instituulons, as well 
as oppressive to us.” / 

I now ask, is there any thing in this extract which 
will warrant the construction that the senator has at- 
tempted to force onit? Is it not manifest that the ex- 
pression on which he fixes, that the victory would 
enure, not to us, but exclusively to the benefit of the 
opposition, alludes not to power or place, but to princi- 
aH and. policy? Can words be more plain? What 
then becomes of all the aspersions of the senator, his 
reflections about selfishness and the want ot patriotism, 
and his allusions and illustrations to give them force and 
effect? They fall to the ground without deserving a no- 
tice, with his groundless accusation. — 

But, in so premeditated and indiscriminate an attack, 
it could not be expected that my motives would entirely 
escape, and we accordingly find the senator very chari- 
tably leaving it to time to disclose my motives for going 
over! I, who have changed no opinion, abandoned no 
principle, and deserted no party; I, who have stood still 
and maintained my ground against every difficulty, to 
be told that it is left to time todisclose my motive! The 
imputation sinks to the earth with the groundless charge 
on which it rests. I stamp it with scorn in the dust. 
I pick up the dart, which fell harmless at my feet. I 
hurl it back. What the senator charges on me unjust- 
ly, he has actually done. He went over on a memorable 


occasion, and did not leave it to time to disclose his 
motive. 

The senator next tells us that I bore a character for 
stern fidelity, which he accompanied with remarks im- 
plying that 1 had forfeited it by my course on the pre- 
sent occasion. If he means by stern fidelity a devoted 
attachment to duty and principle, which nothing can 
overcome, the character is indeed, a high one, and, I 
trust not entirely unmerited. 1 have, at least, the au- 
thority of the senator himself for saying that it belonged 
to me before the present occasion, and it is, of course, 
incumbent on him to show that I have since forfeited it. 
He will find this task a herculean one. It would be 
by far more easy to show the opposite, that, instead of 
forfeiting, I have strengthened my title to the character; 


instead of abandoning any principles, I have firmly ad- 
| hered to thew, and that, too, under the most appalling 


difficulties. If I were to select an instance in the whole 
course of my life on which, above all others, to rest my 
claim to the character which the senator attributed to 
me, it would be this very one, which he has selected to 

rove that I have forfeited it. I acted with the full 

nowledge of the difficulties I had to encounter, and the 
responsibility I mustineur. I saw a great and power- 
ful party, probably the most powerful in the country 
eagerly seizing on the catastrophe which had befallen 
the currency, and the consequent embarrassments that 
followed, to displace those in power; against whom they 
had been long contending. I saw that, to stand be- 
tween them and their object, I must necessarily incur 
their deep and lasting displeasure. I also saw that, to 
maintain the administration in the position they had 
taken, to separate the government from the banks, I 
would draw down on me, with the exception of some of 
the southern banks, the whole weight of that extensive, 
concentrated, and powerful interest—the most power- 
ful by far of any in the whole community; and thus I 
would unite against me a combination of political and 
moneyed influence almost irresistable. Nor was this 
all. I could not but see that, however pure and disis- 
terested my motives, and howe\er consistent my course 
with all I had ever said or done, I would be exposed to 
the very charges and aspersions which I am now re- 
pelling. 'The ease with which they could be made, and 
the temptation to make then, I saw were too great to be 
resisted by the party morality of the day, as groundless 
as I have demonstrated them to be. But there was 
another consequence that I could not but foresee, far 
more painful to me than all others. I but too clearly 
saw that, in so sudden and complex a juncture, called 
on as I was to decide on my course instantly, as it were, 
on the field of battle, without consultation, or explain- 
ing my reasons, I would estrange for a time many of 
my political friends, who had passed through with me 
so many trials and difficulties, and for whom I feel a 
brother’s love. But I saw before me the path of duty, 
and, though rugged, and hedged on all sides with these 
and many other difficulties, I did not hesitate a moment 
to take it. Yes, alone, as the senator sneeringly says. 
After I had made up my mind as to my course, in a 
conversation with a friend about the responsibility I 
would assume, he remarked that my own state might 
desert me. I eee that it was not Impossible; but the 
result has proved that I underestimated the intelligence 
and patriotism of my virtuous and noble state. I ask 
her pardon for the distrust implied in my answer; but 
I oak with assurance it will be granted, on the grounds 
I shall put it—that in being prepared to sacrafice her 
confidence, as dear to me as fight and life, rather than 
disobey, on this great question, the dictates of my judg- 
mentand conscience, I proved myself worthy of being 
her representative. 

But, if the senator, in attributing to me stern fidelity, 
meant, not devotion to principle, but to party, and espe- 
cially the party of which he is so prominent a member, 
my answer is, that I never belonged to his party, nor 
owed it any fidelity; and, of course, could forfeit, in re- 
ference to it, no character for fidelity. It is true, we 
acted in concert against what we believed to be the 
usurpations of the executive; and it is true, that, durin 
the time, I saw much to esteem in those with whom 
acted, and contracted friendly relations with many 
which I shall not be the first to forget. It is also true 
that a common party designation was applied to the 
opposition in the aggregate, not, however, with my ap- 
yrobation; but it is no less true that it was universally 
tim that it consisted of two distinct parties, dissimi- 
lar in principle and policy, except in relation to the ob- 
ject for which they had united: the national republican 
party, and the portion of the state rights party which 
iad separated trom the administration, on the ground 
that it had departed from the true principles of the ori- 
ginal party. That I belonged exclusively to that detach- 
ed portion, and to neither the opposition nor adminis- 
tration party, I prove by my explicit declaration, con- 
tained in one of the extracts read from my speech on 
the currency in 1834. That the party generally, and 
the state which I represent in part, stood aloof from 
both of the parties, may be established from the fact 
that they clued to mingle in the pou and political 
contests of the day. My state wit held her electoral 
vote in two successive presidential elections; and, rather 
than to bestow it on either the senator from Kentucky, 
or the distinguised citizen whom he opposed, in the first 
of those elections, she threw her vote on a patriotic 
citizen of Virginia, since deceased, of her own politics, 
but who was not a candidate; and, in the last she re- 
fused to give it to the worthy senator from Tennessee 
near me, (Judge White.) though his principles and 
views of policy approach so much nearer to hers than 
that of the party to which the senator from Kentucky 
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belongs. But, suppose the fact was otherwise, and that 
the two parties had blended so as to form one, and that 
I owed to the united party as much fidelity as I do to 
that to which I exclusivel bewongeds even on that sup- 
position, no conception of party fidelity could have con- 
trolled my course on the present occasion. I am not 
among those who pay no regard to party obligations; 
on the contrary, t lace fidelity to party among the 
political virtues, but I assign it to a limited sphere. 
confine it to matters of detail and arrangement, and to 
minor questions of policy. Beyond that, on all questions 
involving principles, or measures calculated to affect 
materially the permanent interests of the country, I 
look only to God and country. 

And here, Mr. President, I avail myself of the oppor- 
tunity to declare my present political position, so that 
there may be no mistake hereafter. I belong to the old 
republican state rights party of ’98. To that, and that 
alone, I owe fidelity, and by that I shall stand through 
every change in_ spite of every difficulty. Its creed is 
to be found in the Kentucky resolutions, and Virginia 
resolutions and report, and its policy is to confine the 
action of this government within the narrowest limits 
compatible with the peace and security of these states, 
and the objects for which the union was expressly 
formed. I, as une of that party, shall support all who 
support its principles and policy, and oppose all who 
oppose them. I have given. and shall continue to give, 
the administration a hearty and sincere support on the 
great question now under discussion; because I regard 
It as in strict conformity to our creed and policy, and 
shall do every thing in my power to sustain them under 
the great responsibility which they have assumed. But 
let me tell those who are more interested in sustaining 
them than myself, that the danger which threatens 
them lies not here, but in another quarter. This mea- 
sure will tend touphold them, if they stand fast and ad- 
here to it with fidelity. But, if they wish to know 
where the danger is, let them look to the fiscal depart- 
ment of the government. I said, years ago, that we 
were committing an error the reverse of the great and 
dangerous one that was committed in 1823, and to 
which we owe our present difficulties, and all we have 
since experienced. ‘Then, we raised the revenue great- 
ly, when the expenditures were about to be reduced by 
the discharge of the public debt; and now, we have 
doubled the disbursements, when the revenue is rapidly 
decreasing; an error, although probably not so fatal to 
the country, will prove, if eataedints and vigorous mea- 
sures be not adopted, far more so to those in power. 
The country will not, and ought not, to bear the crea- 
tion of a new debt, beyond what may be temporarily 
necessary to meet the present embarrassment, and any 
attempt to increase the duties must and ought to prove 
fatal to those who may make it, so long as the expendi- 
tures may, by economy and accountability, be brought 
within the limits of the revenne. 

But the senator did not confine his attack to my con- 
duct and motives in reference to the present question. 
In his eagerness to weaken the cause I support, by de- 
stroying confidence in me, he made an indiscriminate 
attack on my intellectual faculties, which he characteriz- 
ed as metaphysical, eccentric, too much of genius, and 
too litttle common sense, and of course wanting a sound 
and practical judgment. 

Mr. President, according to my opinion, there is 
nothing of which those who are endowed with supe- 
rior mental faculties ought to be more cautious than to 
reproach those with their deficiency to whom Provi- 
dence has been less liberal. ‘The facu'ties of our mind 
are the immediate gift of our Creator, for which we are 
no farther responsible than for their proper cultivation, 
according to our opportunities, and their proper appli- 
cation to control and regulate our actions. Thus think- 
ing, I trust I shall be the last toassume superiority on my 
part, or reproach any one with inferiority on his; but 
those who do not regard the rule, when applied to others, 
cannot expect it to be observed when applied to them- 
selves. he critic must expect to be criticized, and he 
who points out the faults of others, to have his own 
pointed out. 

I cannot retort on the senator the charge of being 
metaphysical. I cannot accuse him of possessing the 
powers of analysis and generalization, those high facul- 
ties of the mind (called metaphysical by those who do 
not possess them) which decompose and resolve into 
their elemenst the complex masses of ideas that exist in 
the world of mind, as chemistry does the bodies that 
surround usin the material world; and without which 
those deep and hidden causes which are in constant 
action, and producing such mighty changes in the con- 
dition of society, would operate unseen and undetected. 
The absence of these Lilie qualities of the mind is con- 
spicuous throughout the whole course of the senator’s 
public life. To thisit may be traced that he pretersthe 
spacious to the solid, and the plausible to the true. To 
the same cause, combined with an ardent temperament, 
it is owing that we ever find him mounted on some pop- 
ular and favorite measure which he whips along, cheer- 
ed by shouts of the multitude, and never dismounts till 
he has rode it down. Thus, at one time, we find him 
mounted on the protective system, which he rode down; 
at another, on internal improvement; and now he is 
mounted on a bank, which will surely share the same 
fate, unless those who are immediately interested shall 
stop him in his headiong crreer. It is not the fault of 
his mind to seize on a oe prominent and stsiking ad- 
vantages and to pursue them eagerly without looking to 
consequences. Thus, in the case of the protective sys- 
tem, he was struck with the advantages of manufac- 
tures, and, believing that high duties was the proper 


mode of protecting them, he pushed forward the sys- 
tem without seeing that he was enriching one portion 
of the country at the expense of the other; corrupting 
the one and alienating the other; and, finally, dividing 
the community into two great hostile interests, which 
terminated in the overthrow of the system itself. So, 
now, he looks only to uniform currency and a bank as 
a means of securing it, without once reflectiug how far 
the banking system has progressed, and the difficulties 
that impede its farther progress; that banking and pol- 
‘ics are running together to their mutual destruction; 
and that the only possible mode of saving his favorite 
system is to separate it from the government. 

To the defects of understanding, which the senator 
attributes to me, Imake no reply. It is for others, and 
not me, to determine the portion of understanding 
which it has pleased the author of my being to bestow 
on me. It is, however, fortunate for me, that the stan- 
dard by which I shail be judged is not the false, preju- 
diced, and, asI have shown, unfounded opinion which 
the senator has expressed, but my acts. They furnish 
materials, neither few nor scant, to form a just estimate 
of my mental faculties. I have now been more than 
twenty-six years continuously in the service of this go- 
vernment, in various stations, and have taken part in 
almost all the great questions which have agitated this 
country during this long and important period. 
Throughout the whole I have never followed events, 
but have taken my stand in advance, openly and free- 
ly, avowing my opinions on all questions, and leaving 
it to time and experience to condemn or approve my 
course. ‘Thus acting,I have often, and on great ques- 
tions, separated from those with whom I usually acted, 
and if 1 am really so defective in sound and practical 
judgement as the senator represents, the proof, if to be 
found any where, must be found in such instances, or 
where I have acted on my sole responsibility. Now, I 
ask, in which of the many instances ot the kind is such 
proofto be found. It is not my intention to call to the 
recollection of the senate all such; but that you, sena- 
tors, may judge for yourselves, it is due, in justice to 
myself, that I should suggest a few of the most promi- 
nent, which at the time were regarded as the senator 
now considers the present; and then, as now, because, 
where duty is inyolved, I would not submit to party 
trammels. 

I go back to the commencement of my public life, 


without experience to guide me, and I shall select, as 
the first instance, the navy. At that time the adminis- 
tration and the party to which I was strongly attached 
were decidedly opposed to this important arm of ser- 
vice. It was considered anti-republican to support it; 
but acting with my then distinguished colleague, Mr. 
Cheves, who led the way, I did not hesitate to give it my 
hearty support, regardless of party ties. Does this in. 
Stance susiain the charge of the senator? 

The next I shall select is the restrictive system of that 
course acts. Tis, too, was a party measure, which 
the lines of party well drawn. Young and inexperi- 
enced as I was, I saw its defects and resolutely opposed 
it, almost alone of my party. The second or third 
speech I made, after I took my seat, was in open de- 
nunciation of the system; and I may refer to the grounds 
I then assumed, the truth of which have been confirm- 
ed by time and experience, with pride and confidence. 
This will scarcely be selected by the senator to make 
good his charge. 

I pass over other instances, and come to Mr. Dalias’s 
bank of 1814-1815. That too, was a party measure. 
Banking was then comparatively but little understood, 
and it may seem astonishing at this time, that such a 
project should ever have received any countenance or 
support. It proposed to create a bank of $50,000,000, 
to consist almost entirely of what was called then the 
war stocks; that is, the public debt created in carrying 
on the then war. It was provided that the bank should 
not pay specie during the war, and for three years af- 
ter its termination, for carrying on which it was to lend 
the government the funds. In plain language, the go- 
vernment was to borrow back its own credit from the 
bank, and pay to the institution six per cent. for its use. 
I had searcely ever before seriously thought of banks or 
banking, but I clearly saw through the operation, and 
the danger to the government and country, and, regard- 
less of party ties or denunciations, I opposed and defeat- 
ed it in the manner I explained at the extrasession. I 
then subjected myself to the very charge which the sen- 
ator now makes, but time has done me justice, as it 
will in the present instance. 

Passing the intervening instance, I come down to 
my administration of the war department where I act- 
ed on my own judgement and responsibility. It is 
known to all, that the department at the time, was per- 
fectly disorganized, with not much less than $50,000,000 
of outstanding and unsettled accounts, and the greatest 
confusion in every branch of service. Though with- 
out experience, I prepared. shortly after I went in, the 
bill for its organization, and on its passage I drew up 
the body of rules for carrying the act into execution, 
both of which remain substantially unchanged to this 
day. After reducing the outstanding accounts to a few 
millions, and introducing order and accountability in 
every branch of service, and bringing down the expen- 
diture ofthe army from four to two and a half millions 
annually, without subtracting a single comfort from 
either officer or soldier, I left the department in a con- 





dition that might well be compared to the best in any 


| 


port made, which I think a very able and satisfacto- 
) 


day! the embargo, the non-importation and noi-inter- | 


had been long and warmly contested, and of course | 


—— 
country. Iffam deficient in the qualities which the 
senator atiributes to me, here in thismass of detaj! and 
business it ought to be discovered. Will he look to this 
to make good his charge? 

From the war department I_ was transferred to the 
chair which you now occupy. How I acquitted myself 
in the discharge of its duties, I leave it to the body to 
decide, without adding a word. The station, from its 
leisure, gave me a good opportunity tostudy the genius 
of the prominent measure of the day, called then the 

merican system, of which I profited. I soon perceiy- 
ed where its errors lay, and how it would operate. | 
clearly saw its desolating effects in one section, and 
corrupting influence in the other; and when I saw that 
it ppakd not be arrested here, I fell back on my own 
state, and a blow was given to a system destined to 
destroy our institutions, if not overthrown, which 
brought it to the ground. This brings me down to the 
present times, and where passions and prejudices are 
yet too strong to make «in appeal, with any prospect of 
a fair and impartial verdict. J] then transfer this, and 
all my subsequent a¢ts, including the present, to the tri- 
bunal of posterity, with a perfect confidence that noih- 
ing will be found in what I have said or done, to im- 
peach my integrity or understanding. 

I have now, senators, repelled the attacks on me. [| 
have settled the account and cancelled the debt be. 
tween me and my accuser. I have not sought this con- 
troversy, nor have I shunned it when forced on me. | 
have acted on the defensive, and if it is to continue, 
which rests with the senator, I shail throughout contin- 
ue so to act. I know too well the advantage of my po- 
sition to surrender it. The senator commenced the 
controversy, and it is but right that he should be respon- 
sible for the direction it shall hereaftertake. Be his de- 
termination what it may, I stand prepared to meet him. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 


May 10. Mr. Webster rose, and said that, a few 
days ago, one of the honorable members from Maine 
presented certain proceedings of the legislature, of 
Maine upon the important subject of the northeast- 
ern boundary. Itis generally known (said Mr. W.) 


that the commonwealthof Massachusetts has adeep 





the war session, as it was usually called, of 1812, when | stake in this question, and her legislature is sensibly 
I first took my seat in the other, house, a young man, | alive to its importance, and toits present state, as a 


} 
} 


‘question pending between the United States and 


| England. During its late session, the subject was 


| referred to a committee of the legislature, and a re- 


‘ry exposition of the matter in controversy. On 
| this report, the legislature adopted suncry resolu- 
tions; and I now present both the report and the 
| resolutions, and propose that they be printed for the 
use of the senators. 

It is my purpose, sir, when the subject shall be 
‘called up, as | understand it will be in a few days, 
| to say something upon it. The honorable member 
from Maine will naturally take alead on this sub- 
ject, so far as any thing is to be said or done here; 
‘but I propose also to take some little part, for the 

purpose of explaining to the senate, if I can, the 
true question existing between the two countries, 
and its great magnitude and importance to the states 
concerned. Ithas become indispensably necessary, 
in my opinion, that the two honses of congress 
should be induced to give to the subject their imme- 
diate and serious attention. 

Mr. Williams gave notice that he should ask leave 
| to-morrow to bring ina bill for the survey of the 
northeastern boundary. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of the trus- 
tees of the university of Pennsylvania, asking con- 
gress to grant a portion of the public domain tothat 
institution, and to others of a similar character for 

the purpose of promoting the cause of education, 
‘and moved that it be printed, and referred to the 
| committee on public lands; which was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Several petitions, memorials, &c. were presented 
and approptiatly referred. 

A message wasreceived fromthe president of the 
United States, through Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 
vate secretary, representing the treasury to be al- 
most wholly destitute of available means, and re- 
commending the prompt passaye of some measure of 
relief by congress, and especially au authority for 
the secretary ofthe treasury to reissue the $10- 
000,000 of treasury notes authorized by congress at 
the extra session. The message was accompanied 
by areport made to the executive by the the zecretary 
of the treasury, giving the details of the embarass- 
ments of the treasury. Both documents were read, 
referred to the committee on finance, and ordered to 
be printed. [For the message &c. see page 175.] 

The Vice President presented from the war de- 
partment, in pursuance ofa senate resolution of 
March 30th, a report of the commissioner of Indian 
affairs on the subject of money allowed to the Indi- 
ans. Laid on the table, and ordered fo be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Niles, the committee on the li- 


| 





brary were instructed to inquire whether there was 
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he — now due to Hezekiah Orcutt for the bust 

id 90) of justice Ellsworth, and, if so, to bring ina 

lis r fur his relief. 

bit o Duvrs from the committee on commerce, to) 
he Mr. 4 been referred two senate resolutions re- 
lf whom to light-houses, made a report on the subject 

- dajeh was Laid on the table, and ordered to be prin- 

he ee Rives gave notice that he should to-morrow, 

, : ask jeave to introdude a bill to reorganize the ma- 

id ; geen took up, on its third reading, the bill | 

at ; sjruct a hospital in the city of Washington. 

. © to cons : : ‘ : : 

yn “ur. Niles spoke briefly against the bill, butinaudi- 

‘. ble to the reporter. Mr. Roane spoke in reply to’ 

a q Mr Niles, and in favor of the bill. 

“4 “\r. Morris argued at some length against the 

of > constitutional power of congress to pass the bill on 

id the general ground that they had no power to make 

ri “appropriations iwethe District for local purposes. 

h- \r, Buchanan opposed the bill exclusively on the 

- - oand of the present destitute condition of the trea- 
Ey A 2 
Ssury. He moved that the bill be postponed to the 

I first Monday In December, next, and called for the 
yeas and navs on the question, which were order- 

. al "Mr. Williams spoke in favor of the bill, and in 

e - reply to Mr. Niles, who had made a statement 

he © which he thought incorrect. Mr. Calhoun opposed 

O- " the bill, both on the ground of its constitutionality | 

ie > and expediency. 

n- The bill was postponed to the first day of the next 

e- " session by the following vote: 

a, ' yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
~ houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
~ Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lyon, Morris, 
~ Nicholas, Niles, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith. of Con- 
' necticut, Tipton, Wall, White, Wright—23. 

w ' NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Linn, 

ie Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Pres- 

of ' ton, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, 

t- ' Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Trotter, Web- 

.) - ster, Williams, Young—21. 

P | Tae dill to authorize the sale of the bonds given 

y - to the government for stock in the late Bank of the | 

a | U. States, was read a third time, and passed, and | 

d ' sent to the other house for concurrence. | 

. _ Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, | 

a reported a bill to prevent the counterfeiting of trea- | 

- ' sary notes. Read, and ordered to a second read-| 

D ing. 

a | The senate resumed the consideration of the bill | 

e to continue the corporate existence of the banks of | 

e the District of Colurnbia. 
! Mr. Benton moved, as a substitute for the bill, to | 

e extend the charters of certain banks named therein 

S | (all the barks) to the 4th day of March, 1839, pro- 

dy | vided said banks shonld not issue notes of a less 

)- | denomination than $5; that they should not pay out 

5 _ thenotes of non-specie-paying banks; that they 

e | should redeom all their notes of $5 when required, 

e _ aflerthe Ist of July next; and should resume spe- 

3, cie payments in full on the Ist of September next. 

S ' Mr. Roane was understood to speak in opposition 

's | tothisamendment, and in favor of the bill as it 

s | was. 

. Mr. Hubbard also opposed the amendment, and 
| sentan amendment of his own to the table; the im- 

eC _ port of which was developed only by the remark 

e _ of Mr. H. that it proposed to extend farther the 

' existing charters of the banks. 

° | Mr. Tipton spoke with much earnestness in fa- 

- _ Yorof the bill as it was. He said it had been pre- 

t | pared with great care by the committee, and there 

r Would ba danger of defeating the whole measure if 

, 'snould be materially altered. Five tnonths of 

D _ the session were gone, this measure being put off 


'was presented. In doing this it only fulfilled its 


—_——_— 





the banks, and the banks will be able to redeemall | Aftera few further remarks from Mr. Niles. in 
their bills. If the debtors will pay ten per cent. of | favor of acting on hi : 


; | gh legislative principles, with- 
what they owe to the banks in gold and silver the | out regard to temporary inconvenience, and from 
banks will pay all their paper in circulation with- | Mr. Davis, in reply, the amendments or substitutes 


out the least delay; but, until this is done, it is bet- | of Messrs. Benton and Hubbard were ordered to be 


ter to let them go on as they now do; the public | printed, and the action on the bill was 


. a informally 
will be safe, the banks will sustain the business of suspended, at the request of Mr. : 


Buchanan, who 


the community, and no loss will accrue to any body. | wished to examine further the original bill. 


But to break them up, and compel them to close The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 


their business, would only injure the men and busi- | May 11. After the presentation of memorials, 


ness of the District, and du no good to others.— | &c., M-. Mouton, on leave, introduced a bill to an- 
Therefore, it seems to me the better course would | thorize goods, wares, and merchandise imported in 


be to continue their present charters for a limited | to the United States to be deposited in warehouses. 


time, which may be done by striking out all the | Read twice, and referred. 
amendinent of the senator from Missouri except; On motion of Mr. Robdbdins, the secretary of the 
the first clause, and alter its date to the time that | treasury was directed to inform the senate, as soon 
shall be agreed on, and this is all that may be ne- | as practicable, of the amount of goods imported 
cessary at this time. The banks then may go on, |into the United States from May 10, 1887, to May 
and they will resume specie payments as soon as | 10, 1838, and also the amount o! duties received in 
the people are able to pay them. I will not make | the same period. 
the motion to amend the amendinent, but will only ' On motion of Mr. Linn, the secretary of the se- 
suggest it for the consideration of the senate. nate was directed to deliver to the solicitor of the 
Mr. Benton uttered a strong and earnest condem- | treasury, for the use of his office, a copy of the 
nation of those banks which had resumed specie documents and laws on the public lands, published 
payments. They had no notes out of their own, | by Duff Green. 
and were helping to circulate the notes of other; On motion of Mr. Presion, the bill for the relief 
and non-specie-paying banks. He considered them | of Hard & Longstreet was taken up, and ordered to 
as the worst and most culpable of all, and Mr. B. | be encrossed for a third reading. 
was not to be bamboozled by any such pretence of| The bill for the relief of Anthony Gale was in- 





resuming specie payments. definitely postponed. 
Mr. Tipton again spoke earnestly in favor of giv- The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 


ing these banks a fair opportunity to resume with to continue the corporate existence of the banks of 
the other banks of the country, without destroying | the District of Columbia. 

themselves and distressing the community. Heen-|. Mr. Niles spoke and read extracts at much length 
treated the senate not to give this bill the go-by, |! opposition to the bill. 


but to act upon it promptly and definitively. He | Mr. Buchanan said he should be pleased to vote 
expressed some surprise at Mr. B.’s condemnation | for this bill, and he should do so if it could be 





of specie-paying banks. ae brought to the form in which he thought it ought 
Mr. Benton reiterated that condemnation in strong | to be; but he could not vote for it in its present 
and angualified terms. form. He would, therefore, offer two or three 


Mr. Grundy commended the Bank of Washing- ‘amendments, which, if not adopted, he should feel 
ton, so far as it redeemed its own paper when it compelled to vote against the bill. 
| Mr. B. accordingly moved to strike out the se- 
engagement; and it was uncertain whether it was /|cond section of the bill, which allows to each of 
to be condemned for aiding in circulating the bills the banks a capital of $500,000. He thought a 
of other banks, If it did it in the course of its | $3,000,000 bank capital for this District quite too 
useful and necessary business, it was still in the | much, making a direct increase of $1,200,000,— 
way of its duty; but if it did it under an engage- | His object was to continue the capital of each bank 


inent to benefit other banks by acirculation of their | as it now actually was. 
| 
, 


notes, it was highly censurable. Mr.G.spokea!so| Mr. Roane said he should rest satisfied in the end 
in favor of delaying action on this subject till con- with this bill, in any form which its friends might 
gress could see whether these banks would actually | think proper to give it. But he was opposed to 
resume specie payments. He was wholly opposed ; this amendinent. It v.as the design of the eommit- 
to acting at all at this time Gn the subject. | tee not to fix the capital at the amount actually em- 
Mr. Hubbard spoke in vindication of specie- | ployed, but to give room for increase in ease the 
paying banks, in reply to Mr. Benton. He oppos- business of the District should re guire it,in conse- 
ed, also, the continuance of the banks for twenty | quence of the expected increase of trade with the 
years, as proposed by the bill, and advocated their | west. But they had taken it for granted that there 
continuance fora shorter period, ti!l congress should would be no actual increase of eapital, unless the 
have time to consider and determine what ought to state of business should demand it. Mr. R. thought 
be dune. jit very important that the contingent privilege 
Mr. Niles spoke earnestly against the bill, as should be granted to each bank, of increasing its 
sanctioning the violation of law, and as enlisting | capital, if necessary, to $500,000. 
congress under the banner of non-resumption, which | Mr. Williams was understood to speak in favor 
he described as already triumphant over the laws of fixing a limit suitable to the actual capital, leav- 
and the country. |Ing it to congress hereafter to extend that limit if it 


Mr. Davis spoke in opposition to all measures of | should : found necessary. He also argued in fa- 
delay or postponement ou this subject. The com- | *°r of allowing all individuals in a community to 
mittees of this house and the other had examined | Partake equally of the benefits of banking. 
the condition of these banks, eand,on the whole, | Mr. Hubbard spoke in favor of retaining the se- 
had become entirely satisfied that they were right, | Cond section, and moditying it so as to reduee the 
If congress were not now prepared to act, Mr. D. | capital of each bank. if thought best, from #500,- 
regretted it, for they ought to be prepared. <A kind —_ (0 $839,000 which was the present actual ca- 
of rod in pickle had for some time been heid over | pital of the Bank of Washington. 
these banks, and it had operated to produce very | Mr. King said he happened to be chairman of the 


} 





. - ton time to time, and now it already began to be 

_ Sad that too much time was gone for this bill to 
1 - pass. Mr. T. spoke feelingly of the uncertainty 

ind distractions produced in the District by the de- 
4vS of congress to legislate in due time on District 
s Concerns. He commended one of the banks as be- 
. iz one of the few that had resumed specie pay- 


‘ ments, 

| Mr, Knight said he hoped we should not post- 
) lid this question, but act on it at this time. He 
. Air 


hot agree with the senator from Indiana in re- 
“ard to one of the banks of this city—he meantthe 


creat injury to the banks themselves, and through committee appointed to examine into the condition 
‘them to the community. Restrictive and menacing | of the District banks at the time (1834) when some 
propositions bad been made in congress from time (of them had suspended specie payments. He was 
to time, and a determination had been expressed to then prejudiced against them, and therefore was 
carry them into effect. This, of itself. had impos- disposed to examine with great strictness, whether, 
ed restraint npon the opera‘ions of the banks, so as | 1M Suspension, they had been subject to any impro- 
to prevent their affording the necessary facilities | per influence, and the committee were fully satis- 
for business, and bad thus distressed and embar- | fied, alter examination, that there had been no«cuch 
rassed the community, and, in some cases, had pro- | influence; they had done all they could to continue 
duced bankruptcy. Mr. D. also, in reply to Mr. | Specie payments, but had been compelled to sus- 
Benton, vindicated those banks which, hike those in | pend by the banks in Paltimore; they had then act- 
his own state, were now endeavoring to resume |¢d a most honorable part, by giving public notice 





] © bank that had been paying specie for the last five specie payments. | that they would be able to redeem all their notes, 

> six months. Ido not (said Mr. K.) consider! Mr. Benton explained that he meant his remarks /and calling on the holders to make no sacrifice up- 

, the conduct of that bank any more meritorious | to apply only to those banks that pretended to pay )on them. 

| poor the others. What would have been the con-| specie, when they had no notes In circulation.— | Mr. K. also stated that the purchase of theirown 

‘ fon of the citizens of this District had the other | Such, he said, was the case with the Bank of Wash- | stock by the banks had been done in an honorable 
| >anks ealled in their bills, and issued none? Why. | ington; its specie-paying was a humbug. |manner, not to enrich themselves, but they had 


Wri of the citizens wonld have been bank- 
Sa ha. wonld not have had a circulating medi- 
ie ‘or the transacting of their business, and of 
\ se conld not pay the demands against them. 
re 'o the banks being able to redeem all their bills 

Circulation, there can be no doubt of that fact. 


et the people pay a small part of what they owe 





Mr. Davis could not denv that it was so; he bad | purchased it at the market price from individuals in 
not seen the notes of the Bark of Washington in! order to enable them to free themselves froi debt, 
circulation; but he insisted that, from the very na- Mr. K. also argued in favor of equalizing the ca. 
ture of the case, their notes could not circulate.) pital among the different banks, if it should be 
They would be immediately returned upon them | thonght best fo reduce it. 
for specie, till specie should be at par with paper, Mr. Buchanan, in reply to Mr. Hubbard, who 
by a general resumption. ) wished the second section to be modified so as {9 
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equalize the capital, said he wished the old stock {drawers, as they had heretofore withdrawn their 


and the old stockholders to remain as they were. 
Mr. Davis advocated the bill in its original form. 


original papers without expense. 
Mr. Hubbard would prefer this to the withdrawal 


He thought the committee had the best means of | of the original papers; the detention of which he 


judging what was best for the District. 


the community; that the danger was not in a large 
capital, but a false capital; that it was better for the 
community to have banks numerous enough to ad- 
mit of free competition in their efforts to accommo- 
date the public; and that bank stock was almost in- 
variably purchased up by the corporation, for the 
exclusive purpose of maintaining ifs credit. 

Mr. Buchanan said he thought $1,000,000 of ca- 


He argued | insisted was of great inrportance. 
that a large capital was both better and safer for) 


Mr. Davis spoke strongly in favor of the resolu- 
tion as calculated to prevent the maturing and bol- 
stering of fraudulent claims. He believed. if the 


the papers would be called for, whether or not any 
charge for them should be made. 

The resolution, as stated above, was then agreed 
to. 





The senate took up the bill to prevent the coun- 


vital sufficient for the city of Washington alone.— | terfeiting of treasury notes, and other obligations 


ith a popnlation of 40,000, and without much 
commerce, their actual capital was now $940,000. 
Mr. Merrick expressed much regret at the condi- 
tion which Mr. Buchanan had attached to his vote, 
and he spoke with great earnestness in favor of the 
original bill. He argued that the amount of capital 


proposed by the bill was not equal in proportion to 


the capital in the larger cities of the country. 

Mr. Webster said he was rather disposed to re- 
duce the capital, if it could be properly done; but 
the reduction proposed by Mr. Buchanan would 
cause very great inequality, to which he could not 
agree, 

After a few further remarks on this point by 
Messrs. Williams, Buchanan, Merrick, Webster and 
Hubbard, 

Mr. Buchanan modified his motion so as to leave 
the second section in the bill, and to amend it by 
making the capital of the Bank of Washington 
$335,000 to be divided into 16,750 shares, of $20 
dollars each, instead of a capital of $500,000, di- 
vided into 25,000 shares of the same amount. 


and securities of the government. 

Mr. Preston objected strongly to the second sec- 
tion of the bill, which provides that no person ac- 
cused shallescape conviction, as by the common 
law, on acount of the mere want of literal, techni- 
cal or formal accuracy. He argued that this prin- 
ciple of the common law often rescued the inno- 
cent from the impetuosity of power, and he was 
unwilling that this principle of the common law 
should in this way be invaded. Mr. Wall stated 
that this principle had been given up in England 
and in this country to a considerable extent, as of- 
ten affording an escape for rouges. Mr. Preston 
saic it was better that ten rouges should escape 
than that one innocent person shold suffer. Here- 
garded these technicalities, difficulties, and delays 
in prosecutions as among the entrenchments of li- 
berty which he was unwilling to abandon. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, and with the 
assent of Mr. Wall, the above described second sec- 





| 


tion of the bill was striken out, and the bill so 
amended was ordered to be engrossed fora third 


Mr. Southard argued at considerable length, and | reading. 


with much earnestness, chiefly from statistical data, 
in favor of the bill as it was. He also commented 
on the apparent inconsistency of denouncing bank 
paper as bank rags, and then denouncing the banks 
for drawing in their paper. Mr. Benton spoke at 
much length, partly in reply, but mainly on the 
general subject of the bill. Mr. Southard showed 
that by the act of 1811 each of these banks was al- 
lowed a capital of $500,000. This bill, therefore, 
proposed no increase of capital. 

Mr. Buchanan said his object was to continue the 
actual capital of the banks as they now were, and 
as they had themselves made them. 


{ 








He was op- | privale 


The bill for the relief of Hard & Longstreet was 
read a third time, earnestly opposed by Mr. King 
and Mr. Morris, as earnestly advocated by Mr. 
Preston, also by Mr. Robinson, and was then pas- 
sed without division. On motion of Mr. Benton, 
the senate held a short executive session. After 
the executive session, Mr. Buchanan (having cal- 
led up the bill for that purpose) modified his mo- 


resolution should be adopted, very few copies of 


———$$_—__—_— 
Mr. W. accompanied his motion for leave py 
history of the circumstances to which the hil] (ac. 
cording with the treaty on which the United States 
rely ) owed its origin, and made some remarks in 
favor of its passage, speaking, in all, about an hour 

and a haif. 

Mr. Webster said he bad already expressed a de. 
sire to say something on this subject, but he would 
prefer another occasion. With the consent of the 
senator from Maine, he would therefore now move 
to lay his motion for leave to bring ina bill on this 
subject on the table for the present, with a view to 
call it up in a day or two. Mr. Williams’ motion 
for leave was accordingly laid on the table, 

Mr. Webster said that since he bad last address. 
ed the senate on this subject, he had received, in a 
more formal shape, the resolutions of the legislature 
of Massachusetts in relation to the northeastern 
boundary, which he would now present, and move 
that they be laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed; which was done accordingly. 

Attached to the report of the committee of the 
Massachusetts legislature, on the subject of the 
northeastern boundary, were two maps relating to 
the same subject; which, on motion of Mr. Web- 
ster, were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Rives, the bill for the relief of 
Vespasian Ellis was taken up, amended, and order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to continue the corporate existence of the banks in 
the District of Columbia. 

The question being on Mr. Buchanan’s arrend.- 
ment, requiring tie Bank of Washington to keep 
an amount of specie equal to one-fourth of its cir- 
culation and of the average amount of its private 
deposites, excluding special deposites, Mr. Web- 
ster said, in relation to this amendment, and to all 
similar propositions, that it was their object to cre- 
ate a certain relation between specie in the banks 
and the debts of the banks as shown by the amount 
of their private deposites, which, in his opinion, 
was not the true one; and could not be regarded so 
much as a security that the banks would pay all 
their debts, as for another purpose. Banks might 
lhave a very large amount of specie in proportion 





tion of yesterday in regard to specie in the bank of | to their deposites and circulation, and yet not be 


| Washington, so as to require it, after the Ist of | able to pay their debts, and vice versa. The amount 


January next, to have an amount of specie “equal | of specie in banks was to sonie extent a security 
to at least one-fourth of its circulation and average | for their soundness; but Mr. W. thought the prima- 


deposites, excluding 


posed to allowing them any actual increase at this | This provision is of cotirse cesigned to be made 


time. 

Mr. B.’s amendment, was agreed to, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Kumpkin, Lyon, 
Mouter, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Connecticut. Trotter, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, Young—29. 

NA YS—Meessrs. Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, 
Roane, Robbins, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Sonth- 
ard, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster—12. 

Mr. Buchanan moved further to amend the bill, 
by requiring the banks to keep an amount of specie 
in their vaults equal to one-fourth of their private 
deposites as well as of their circulation. __ 

Mr. Hoane explained the ground on which the 
committee had required specie only to the amount 
of one fourth of the circulation. 

Mr. Buchanan argued, from the practice in Eng- 
land and other places, that safety required specie to 
the amount proposed by his amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, who expressed a desire 
{o obtain some additional evidence on the subject, 

The senate adjourned. 

May 12. Several memorials, petitions, &c. in 
reference to the treaty with the Cherokees were 
presented and laid on the table. 

A resolution before offered by Mr. Hubbard was 
taken up, and modified by the mover to the follow- 
ing impert: 

Resolved, That no original paper relative to any pri- 
vate claims shall be withdrawn from the files of the 
senate after they shall have been referred to commit- 


when required, shall give certified copies of the same, 
for the same fees as are now charged for similar duties 
in the state department; which fees shall be placed 
by the secretary to the credit of the contingent fund 
of the senate. 

Mr. Sevier objected to this increase of duty on 
the part of the secretary, without allowing him any 
additional compensation. 

Mr. Hubbard remarked that the oversight of this 
was one of the appropriate duties of the secretary 
as such, for which he received a regular salary. 


Fle would of course be authorized to employ | ted th 
.F. Potts and another individual. 


another clerk, if he should have occasion for more 
assistance. 








| 


ity. 


i ton. 


'gveneral, 


|* 


The senate then adjourned. 
May 14. 
the citizens of Stoneham, in Massachusetts, rela- 
tive to the Cherokee treaty, and praying congress 
not to entorce that treaty. 

Mr. W. said it was evident that a very general 


feeling existed in the country, that injustice had) 
been done to the Cherokees; that the treaty was/ in this District. 


never assented to by the tribe; that it was founded 
in injustice, and obtained by fraud and bribery; and 
that is due to honor, justice, and national charac- 
ter, that the whole proceedings should be revised, 
in a spirit of fairness and equity, and al) done that 
can be dene to do right to these people. He fer- 
vently hoped those who had the power over the case 
would give their immediate and serious attention to 
the subject. 
The memorial was laid on the table. 


Mr. Weéster presented the memorial of | 


special deposites.’’ | ry object of it was or ought to be to require a cer- 


_tain proportion of specie to be always in the vaults 
of the banks, to prevent an excessive issue of pa- 
per. 

Mr. Benton spoke at much length in favor of the 
largest proportion between the specie in the banks 
and all their liabilities, and moved to strike the 
word ‘* private” from Mr. Buchanan’s amendment. 

M1. Buchanan said he did not think they ought 
to endeavor to make model banks of the small banks 
If Mr. B. were at home, he would 
be in favor of acting on the rule of the Bank of 
England, of having one dollar in specie for every 
three of their circulation and deposites. But he 
thought the rule too severe, under the circumstan- 
ces, for the banks of this District, and he should 
therefore vote against the amendment. Mr. Ben- 
ton’s anendment was lost—Avyes 13, noes 15. 

Mr. Webster said he was convinced, by his own 
observations and those of others, that the Bank of 
| England had, on this subject, acted on an errone- 





Mr. McKean presented a memorial from citizens | ous principle. Experience had shown fully that 


tions of the general post office department requir- 
ing the payment of postage to be made in specie; 


| . . i. i om 08 , : 
(of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, complaining of | the mere convertibility of bank paper was no abso- 
|the great inconvenience by reason of the regula-| lute security for the soundness and safety of the 


bank. What then was the security? He thought 


the only reasonable and perpetual security was to 


that, owing to the scarcity of specie now in circu-| maintain a direct relation between the specie in 
lation, there is not a sufficiency to be obtained for| the banks and their circulation, and this was much 
| less a security that the debts of the banks would be 


) that purpose; and that all the small change in spe- 
}cie is concentrated in the post oflice, to the injury 
‘ oh : A ’ 
of the citizens generally; and praying that a law 


may be passed compelling the postmasters through- 
out the United States to receive current bank notes 
in payment ef postage. Referred to the commit- 


| tee on the post office and post roads. 
tees and reported upon; but the secretary of the senate, | 


Mr. McK. also presented seven memorials, sizn- 


| . “4° . 
|ed by a large number of citizens of Pennsylvania, 


remonstrating against carrying into effect the treaty 
of New Echota, made with the Cherokee Indians. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. Prentiss presented the memorial of a num- 


ber of citizens of Montpelier. Vermont, remon- | 


strating against the execution of the Cherokee trea- 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. Swift presented the petition of Andrew Nor- 
Referred. 

Mr. Norvell presented the petitions of Benjamin 
Referred. 


Mr. Williams asked leave, in pursuance of pre- 


Mr. Clayton suggested the propriety of furnishing | vious notice, to introduce a bill for the survey of 
the copies required free of expense to the with-/ the northeastern boundary of the United States. 





all paid, than as a security that the issues of paper 
would not run beyond a certain limit. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, spoke in favor of Mr. 
Buchanan’s amendment, and argued that banks 
were just as much bound to redeem their general 
deposites as their bills in circulation. 

Mr. Buchanan spoke in reply to Mr. Webster, 
urging that although the amendment would not 
provide absolute security that the banks would be 
able to pay their debts, it would yet tend to in- 
crease that security. 

Mr. Hubbard also argued in favor of the amend- 
ment from statistical premises relating to the pro- 
portion of the specie and liabilities of banks in va- 


| rious states. 


Mr. Rives spoke at much length, and with great 
earnestness, in favor of something more indulgent 
than this amendment, to the banks in this District, 
or rather to the people themselves, for whose bene- 
fit alone they were or ought to be legislating. He 
showed, from statistics compiled by Mr. Gallatin, 


} that in 1829, when banks and banking were re- 
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jon of spe 
eat was P 


yw rtion was only as one to eight. Mr. R. was | not be made without a violation of the high princi- 
prope of high security in this respect, but he/ ples of morality. 
p make it practicable in fact as well as in 
pishe ble for to-day, and ordered to be printed. 
t Buchanan spoke in reply to Mr. Rives, and 
as vatly in favor of his amendment. He was un- | notes, and for the relief Vespasian Ellis, were several- 
«tee to be guided in legislation by these general | ly read a third time and passed. 
ins sulting from a strong desire of profit by 
th He mentioned several states in which | to continue the corporate existence of the banks in 
pan resent average was the same or nearly the | the District of Columbia. 
° y as that proposed by his amendment. The 
Mined he maintained, was a practicable pro- | ment to require the banks to retain an amount of. 
Y ition for the banks, though desirous to make | specie equal to their circulation and to the average 
: pest bargain they could, would gladly receive | amount of their private deposites, excluding special 
a charters even with this provision. deposites. hae 
~ Without any further action, the senate adjourned.| Mr. Niles spoke a long time in favor of the amend- 
| May 15. The Vice President presented a report) ment, and in reply to Mr. Rives’ remarks of yester- 
from the treasury department, in pursuance of a sen- | day. oe 
ate resolution of the 9th March last, in relation to Mr. Knight said: The senator from Connecticut is 
the clerks employed in that department. Laid on | for protecting the people against extraordinary is- 
the table and ordered to be printed. suesof bank paper. SoamI. It is for the protec- 
> Mr. Davis presented the memorial of Jacob Cum- | tion of the people in their business concerns that I 
sings and others, citizens of Southboro’, Massachu-| shall vote against this amendment. I consider it 
atts, setting forth their reasons for believing the | best to take the circulation only as the rule to govern 
reaty with the Cherokees to be illegal, and prayiny:, | the specie, and not the deposites, and circulation, as 
{ said treaty is enforced, it may be done with hu-| proposed by the amendment. If we include the de- 





~ fiat a high state of security, the propor- , bill delayed, especially as the greater portion of the; ference; the bills in circulation must be first paid out 
urded a cie to notes and deposites was far below | information called for by the resolution, and all that | of the assets or effects of the bank. They have a 
roposed by this amendment. He also| was p.oper and of any real importance, was already lien, by law, on the effects of the bank, before all 
eed, by a report of Samuel Jones Lloyd, that| on the table of the senate. Mr. R.spoke with strong | others. The banks of that state, as a general ave- 
howe ‘ase of the Bank of Eugland, though it pro- | disapprobation on the part of the resolution which | rage, issue about three of paper to one of specie in 
‘ = ri have one in specie for three in liabilities | called for an examination into the private affairs of | their vauits. There may be, at times, some varia- 
ereposites and currency, yet the average actual | the banks in their dealings with individuals. It could | tion; but that is very near, as a general rule. 

py & 


If this amendment sliould not be cairied, it will 


| be necessary to move to strike out the one-fourth 
The resolution was consequently laid on the ta-| part, and insert one-third, or one-half as shall be 
(thought best, if the principle of circulaion only 
The bills to prevent the counterfeiting of treasury ; should be adopted. 


Mr. Niles spoke briefly in reply to Mr. Knight. 
Mr. Benton spoke at considerable length in favor 


The senate resumed the consideration of the bill| of the amendment, or something yet more rigid. 


Mr. Hubburd spoke briefly against the amendment, 


and said he would rather increase the proportion of 
The question being on Mr. Buchanan’s amend-| specie to the circulation, than to fix, as by the amend- 


ment, a part of the proportion on the deposites. 

Mr. Allen, on account of the absence of Mr. Bu- 
chanan, and with a view to obtain the information 
called for by bis resolution, moved to lay the bill on 
the table. Negatived as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Morris, Niles, 
Norvell, Robinson, Sinith, of Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Williams—15. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis Hubbard, King, Knight, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Simith, of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallinadge, Tipton, Webster, White—23. 

Mr. Roane, as no one appeared desirous to speak, 


panily. 

; "Also the memorial of David Daggett and 439 oth- 
ers. of New Haven, in the state of Connecticut, set- | 
fing (orth their belief that the Cherokees never as- 
gentel to the treaty of New Echota, and praying 
hat the honor of the nation may not be stained, and 
Hhe retribution of heaven provoked, by enforcing the 
ouditions of that instrument against the will of the 
(erokees. 

Alsoalike memorial of 27 citizens of Hamden, 
Monnecticut. 

' Alsoalike memorial of 72 citizens of Durham, 
Monnecticut. 

_ Mr. Davis also presented the memorial of citizens 
01 Orange county, New York, upon the same sub- 
BCl. 

Mr, McKean also presented remonstrances on the 
Same subject trom citizens of Pennsylvania. All 
Akid on the table. 
| Mr. Lumpkin here rose and said he held in his 
Banda letter irom John Ridge, a full blooded native 
MCicrokee, which contained inuch interesting infor- 
MMationin relation to the true condition ol the Chero- 
‘Rees who had emigrated west of the Mississippi, 
@id asked that the letter might be read. No objec- 
Mon having been inade, he read the letter and Me 
















Mianked the senate for their indulgence, &c. Mr. 
Dwis, when Mr. L. had concluded, presented an- | 
lier renonstrance of the same kind, and then com- | 


Mict debate, which did not result in any legislative 
on. The debate shali have a place in our next. 
, Mr. Brown presented the proceedings of a meet- 
Hein North Carolina, (subject unheard.) Referred. 
| ‘lr, Niles, from the committee on commerce, re- 
Orle! a bill imposing a duty on starch. Read, and 
Sricred to a second reading. 

Mt. s¥22 . ° : 
|» tt. Crittenden, froin the committee on revolution- 
@y claiins, inade unfavorable reports, which were 
Bereed to, on the claims of various individuals, (un- 
He ira, ) 

Mr. Jillen presented the following resolution, 
Which, being objected to, lies over one day: 

_fwsolved, That the committee for the District of 











4 ats of the condition of the several banks in the 

; ct of Columbia, that have applied for an ex- 

aan their charters, in relation to the following 
‘UCHiars: 

|. The names of the officers and directors of the 

5 ss, the amount of stock owned by each, and the 

| °'s due from each to the banks respectively, dis- 

Sci between the executive, legislative, and 

t ve oilicers of the government among thei, and 

ss Nae residents and non-residents. 

. noise oe of the banks respectively, the 

made stock owned by each, and of debts due 

Peach, discriminating as above. 

z BS debtors to the banks respectively, and the 

sz ut due from each, discriminating as above. 

he The number of suits that the banks respec- 

,.. lave instituted against their debtors since the 


‘undla procure and report to the senate state- | 


posites also, it will cause such a fluctuation in the | expressed his willingness to delay the vote on Mr. 
business of the banks as to operate on the merchants | Buchanan’s amendmendment till he should be pre- 
and others owing and doing business with them.—j|sent. The action on the bill was accordingly, by 
Every additional deposite will disturb the relations | consent, suspended, and, after a short executive ses- 
of those whose business is connected with these ip- | sion, 

stitutions. We all know that every bank has ac-; ‘The senate adjourned. 

counts with merchants whose daily business chan- | May 16. Mr. Wright, from the committee on 
ges their situation in regard to deposites in the bank, | finance, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
and by the change of their accounts the proportions | introduced by Mr. Clay, of Ky., prohibiting dis- 
of the deposites and cireulation are disturbed also, | crimination in the media of the ditferent branches 
making it almost impossible for the banks to pre-| of the revenue, and reqniring, under suitable regu- 
vent calling on their customers in a manner that would | lations, the reception, by the government, of the 
prevent all reliance for accommodation on the banks. | notes of sound specie-paying banks, reported the 
It is well known that most banks have a general! rule same, without amendment, accompanied by a re- 
in regard to the payments on notes falling due. Some! port adverse to the resolution; which report Mr. 
cut oli, as it is called, 25, others 50 per cent. and | W. stated, had not received the unanimous sanec- 
some more, when anote falls due. This is under-| tion of the cominittee, but accorded with the views 
stood by the merchant, and he arranges his business | of the iajority. 

accordingly. But if you make the deposites the rule} The report was read by Mr. W., occupying 
of circulation, there can be no dependence on the | nearly three hours. It consisted, toa great extent, 
amount that will be needed by the bank, the larger) of a minute history of the various kinds of money 
the deposite is made, the more must be paid by the} received and receivable for the public dues since 
person on his note to sustain the proper proportions. | the formation of the government, and of incidental 
Suppose a bank of Philadelphia should send drafis | and collateral subjects, partly with a view to show 
and notes to the amount of ten thousand dollars to a| the expediency and propriety of the treasury (spe- 
bank of this district to be collected, and the bank | cie) order of July, 1837, and of allowing the secre- 
receives the money in the bills ofthe Bank of George-| tary of the treasury discretionary power on this 
town, then the bank must immediately call on its subject. It also argued that the resolution of 1816 
customers to pay more money in consequence of| was merely permissory. But its main direction 





Meited upon the letter just read—this gave rise toa) having received the deposite of the ten thousand! was to oppose the resolution offered by Mr. Clay. 


dollars, than it otherwise would have done had cir- Mr. .Allen moved the printing of 30,000, and Mr. 
culation only been regarded. Or the bank receiving | Morris of 52.000 extra copies of the report. 
‘the bills of the Bank of Georgetown must imme- | These motions occasioned a debate (to be given 
diately send for the specie, and thereby disturb the | hereafter) which terminated in the order for 30,000, 
relations existing between tie Bank of Georgetown | by a vote of 23 to 19. 
and its customers. And it is this continued fluctuation! On motionof Mr. Hubbard, the resolution of Mr. 
and disturbance of the merchants, traders, and oth- | Clay was made the special order for Monday next; 
ers in their business, which is the reason of my ob-| after which, 
| jection to the amendment. If the circulation only| Mr. Webster rose and said he would send an 
was the rule, it would be avoided, and the Bank of! amendment to the chair, which he intended to of- 
Philadelphia would be paid without incommoding | fer when the resolution should come up, and which 
the business community of this district. he now asked might be printed. It was as follows: 
| Tam not in favor ofover issues of paper. Iwould| Strike out the first clause of the resolution, and 
restrict them to three for one, and am inclined to fa- | insert the following: «* That it shall not be lawful 
vor but two for one as the rule. Whenever there} for the secretary of the treasury to make, or to con- 
'shali be a general run for specie, I do not think that | tinue in force, any general order which shall create 
any bank can stand with three paper dollars in cir-| aay difference between the different branches of 
culation for one of specie. A sufficient number of| revenue, as to the funds, or medium of payment, in 
its bills can be collected to draw ali its specie from | which debts, or dues to the United States, may be 
| it; but two for one, and [ think it would stand any | paid.” 
‘run that could be made on it. | This amendmeat, said Mr. W.is offered asa sub- 
It is stated that the banks, in 1829, had but one dol- | stitute for the first clause of the resolution. When 
larin specie for eight in circulation. That was a| the sub-treasury bill was before the Senate, I mov- 
very hard year for the banking business of the coun-|ed an amendment to it, which was in the very 
' try; and, if there had been as great demand tor spe-| words of that which I now offer. The amendment 
| cie in the year 1829 as there was in 1837, I believe | was then adopted by a vote of 37 to 14. 
the banks must have failed to pay specie. One to As it seems, at least, to be doubtful whether that 
eight is too great an extension. I ain inclined to the | bill will become a law, I concur in the expediency 
belief that there was more specie in the banks the | of presenting the same provision in some other bill, 
last year than there was in 1829, but the demand for | or resolution. My general object on this occasion 
it was much greater. is the same as that of the mover of these resolu- 
But, sir, what is the penalty if the banks should) tions: but I think this common cbject will be best 








iSpensi ; . rs ; : Ms ie al te 7% . : 
- 'slon of specie payments, and the amount due| go beyond the limitation? It is not a forfeiture of| answered by proposing the provision in the form 


‘ena discriminating as above. 

e 

So} ; . 

S yer was made by Mr. Roane, who said he 

a 
10uld b 


the charter, but only to make the directors liable for | in which I now offer it. When presenting it to the 


objection to an immediate decision on this| the excess. In Rhode Island, the directors are lia-| Senate, on the former occasion, I had well consi- 


ble for any improper conduct of the bank; and, in} dered its effect on existing laws, and endeavored to 





USng that any information on the subject) many of the banks, the stockholders are liable for | limit its operation to the precise purpose in view. 
© procured, but he did not like to have the | the bills issued. There the billholders have a pre-} It met the general concurrence of the senate, as 
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the vote showed; and J fully intended, if the sub- 
treasury bili should not pass, to bring forward the 
provision again, in the course of the session, in the 
same forin, and as a separate measure. 

There is this distinction between the resolution 
as it now stands and the amendinent which I pro- 
oo. The resolution would alter existing laws. 

t would either repeal the act of congress allowing 
Virginia land scrip to be received in payment for 
Jand, or else it would extend the receipt of such 
scrip to the customs. Probably the first would be 
the construction. 

Now the ainendment does not affect any existing 
act of congress. It leaves all such discriminations 
as the laws have created, to remain as they are. 
But it takes away from the secretary of the trea- 
sury the power of waking, by his own sole autho- 
rity, or continuing, such discriminations. It puts 
an end to the treasury order of the 11th of July, 
1836, and takes away ali authority to make such 
orders in future, and here its operation stops. As 
there is then this difference between the resolution 
and the proposed amendment, and as the amend- 
mentis in the very form which the senate has 
already sanctioned by a very large majority, when 
I proposed it as an amnendinent to the sub-treasury 
bill, it will be expedient, I think, to adopt it in 
place of that clause of the resolution which I pro- 
pose to strike out.e 

The amendment was ordered to be printed, and 
then 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, May 10. This day’s proceedings was 
given in sufficient detail in our last, with the 
exception of the yeas and nays on laying the report 
of the committee on the late duel, with the accompa- 
nying documents, on the table. They were as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Averige, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, 
Johu Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland 
Clowney, Coles. Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cush- 
man, Deberry, DeGraff, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Far- 
rington, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griflin, Haley, Halsted, 
Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Howard, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Kemble, Kingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Me- 
Clure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Murray, Noble, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker. Parmenter, Pennybacker, Pe- 
trikin, Phelps, Prentiss, Rhett. Rives, Augustin H. Shep- 
perd, Charles Sheppard, Shields, Snyder, Spencer, 
Stuart, Scone, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Turney, Uuder- 
wood, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks. Albert 5. 
White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and 
Joseph L. Woilliams—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
Beatty, Bell, Biddle, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John 
Calhoon, Carter, Chambers, Cheathain, Childs, Coffiin, 
Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, 
Dennis, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, 
James Graham, William Graham, Hall, Harlan, Har- 
per, Hastings, Herod. Hopkins, Hubley, Jenifer, Henry 
Johnson, Wim. Cost Johnson, Keim, Kennedy, Lincoln, 
Logan, Marvin, Samson Mason, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Calvary Morris, Noyes. Ogle, Patter- 
son, Peck, Pope, Potts, Potter, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russel!, Sergeant, Shef- 
fer, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast. Vanderveer, John White, Elisha 


Whittlesey. Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Chris- | 


topher H. Williams, and Yorke—76. 

The following was the vote on printing the re- 
port of the majority and minority. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beaitie. Beirne, 
Bicknell. Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crarv, 
Cushing, Cushman Darlington, Davee, Davies, De 
Graff, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield. R. 
Fietcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, Grantland, Grant, 
Gray, Grifin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Henrv. Herod, Holsey, Holt, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, T. 
B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathanie! Jones, John W. 


Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lead- | 


better. Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis Martin, Me- 
Kay, Robert McClellan. Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Miler, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Noyes. Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parker, 
Parmenter, Paynter. Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Potts, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss. Rariden, Rencher. Rhe't, 
Rives, Sheer, Augustin H. Shepperd, Snvder, Svencer, 
S:uart, Tavlor, Thomas, Tillinghast. Titus, Toncey, 
Turney. Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
Elisha Whittlesey. Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. 
Williams, and Yell—123. 


ton, Crockett, Curtis, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, 
Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, James Gra- 
ham, Halil, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Hoffman, R. M. 'T’. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, 
Wm. Cost Johnsom, Kennedy, Legare, Lyon, James 
M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, McKennan, Me- 
nefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Naylor, Patterson, 
Peck, Pope, Randolph, Reed, Ridaway, Robertson, 
Rumsey, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, Stratton, Talia- 
ferro, Tiaompson, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John 
White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke—-74. 

The gentlemen who voted against printing the 
evidence and journal of the committee, were 
Messrs. Hawes, Underwood, Sherrod Williams, and 
Christopher H. Williams. 


Friday, May 11. Mr. Bouldin stated that, by an 
accidental error in the journal, his name had been 
recorded as voting on the questions taken yesterday 
as to laying the subject of the duel report on the 
table and on printing, when, in fact he had not been 
in the house when those questions were put. He 
exonerated the clerk from all intention to commit 
the error, which arose, doubtless, froin the noise in 
the hall. Had he been present, he should have 
voted against laying the subject on the table, and in 
favor of the printing. 

Mr. Williams, ot North Carolina, obtained leave 
to offer the following resolutions for consideration: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished, fur the in- 
formation of this house, the names of the topo- 
graphical and assistant topographical engineers 
who, during any time in 1837, have been employed 
on civil works of internal improvement, distinguishing, 
first, such works as may be required to be erected 
by the general government pursuant to acts of con- 
gress; second, such civil works as may be prosecu- 
ted by the state government or under the authority 
of incorporated companies. specifying under each 
class the description and location of each particular 
work. 


Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished, for the in- 
formation of the house, a statement in such form as 
will exhibit at one view the sums expended in 1837 


in what state or territory situated; the amount ex- 


perintendent, or agent employed; the amount of 
compensation of every description allowed hiin, 
whether an officer of any corps of the army, or 
a civilian; if the latter, specify his profession and 
avocation, and when emploved by the government. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished for the in- 
formation of this house, the names of the topograph- 
ical engineers who bave been serving with the army 
in Florida, during the recent campaign. Also, the 
names of such officers of that corps as may now be 
employed, or are intended to be employed the ensu- 
ing season, on any civil works of internal improve- 
ment; specifying the description and location of each 
work; distinguishing, also, such as may be under 
the direction of the general government from those 
prosecuted by the states or by incorporated compa- 
nies, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
'be requested to cause to be furnished for the in- 
formation of this honse the names of all the civil 
(engineers and superintendents or agents now em- 
ployed or intended to be employed in 1838, on civil 
works of internal improvement of any kind what- 
ever, specifving the description and location of 
each work, in what state or territory situated, the 
amount contetnplated to be expended on each ob- 
| ject, the arnount or rate of compensation allowed or 
to be allowed to each civil engineer, superintendent, 
or agent; and, if compensation be allowed at this 
time, state when the pay commenced, the funds 
from which drawn, and whether the rates be a per 
diem or a per annum, 

The resolutions are of a nature which, under the 
| tules, lie on the table for one day. 

Mr. Graves rose to ask the leave of the house to 
/submit a motion to print twenty fhousund extra co- 














| pies of the evidence and journal of the select com- 
mittee raised on the 28th of February. The rea- 
Son of his asking for the printing this large number 
| was, that he understood that tens of thousands of 
the report of the majority of that committee had 
been printed on private account, and circulated un- 
'der the franks of members of this house in every 
quarter of the union. He thought, in justice to 
himself and others, that this evidence should be 
igiven to the pnblic to counteract the injurious 


NAYS—Mesrs. Aycri¢, Biddle, Bouldin, Briggs, | @Mect of the report of the majority of the commit. 
John Cathoon, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, | tee. 


Carterg Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Crans- 


The motion was agreed to. 


on the several objects of tufernal improvement, speci- | 
fying the description, use and location of each work; | 


i pended on each object; the name of the officer, su- | 


Mr. Pennybacker obtained leave to ofier the {o} 
le 


lowing for consideration. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be direct 
to inform this house if the annuities engaged ri 5 
paid by the United States, in specie, to the Ott, : 
and Chippewa nations of Indians, by the Aaah 
section of the treaty concluded between the Me 
United States and said nations of Indians on 
28th day of March, 1836, have been paid; and jf 
paid, whether they were paid in specie or pot: oh 
if not paid, the reasons why. And that he be ag 
thermore directed to communicate to the house a 
information that he may possess in regard to th 
purchase, by the agent of the government, {oy the 
use of the Indians, of large quantities of yoods hs 
Suydam, Jackson & Co. of the city of New York. 
the qualities and prices of the goods so purchased. 
whether good and at reasonable prices, and the kind 
of money and manner in which they were paid foe 
by the government; and whether any of the saiq 
goods are on the hands of the government, ang 
where. 

This resolution also was agreed to. 


Mr. Fairfield said that as the house had ordered 
the printing of 20,000 copies of the evidence and 
journal of the select committee on the late duel. he 
would now move that 20,000 copies of the rey, 
of the majority and minority be also printed. 

Mr. Graves said that, although he should have 
preferred that the evidence and journal alone should 
be printed, he had no objection that the reports 
should be included, if such were the pleasure of the 
house. 

Mr. Fairfield now withdrew his motion, and moved 
a reconsideration of the vote on Mr. Graves’ notion. 
The reconsideration was agreed to. 

Mr. Graves then said that, in order to test the 
sense of the house, he would first make a motion for 
the printing of the evidence ard journal only; and 
if that should be voted down, he would then enlarge 
his motion so as to cover the reports also. He ac. 
cording'y moved for the printing of the evidence and 
journal. 

Mr. Fairfield moved to amend the motion of Mr 
Graves +o as to include the reports. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, disclaiming all 
intention of entering into the merits of the question, 
appealed to the honse to say if it were just that alter 
determining not to try these gentlemen, it was just 
‘to order the printing of 20,600 copies of a dceu- 


Said 
the 


ports 





'ment which was, in substance against them? Mr. 
_C. had no personal feeling on the subject. 

| Mr. Graves said that he had always regarded the 
report of the majority as, insubstance, an argument 
against himself, and of course had no desire that it 
should be sent forth under the aut! ority of the house: 
but he had rather that this should be done than 
_the evidence should not be printed. 

| Mr. Parker, of New York, denied that the house, 
/had determined not to enter on the trials of the in- 
dividuals concerned in the late duel: it had merely 
laid the subject on the table, whence it might be 
taken at any tinte, as he hoped it would. As tothe 
_argument that the report of the majority was an ar- 
gument against the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Graves,) it was to be accompanied by the reports 
of the minorities—one of which, at least, was as 
much an argument in his favor. He was for print- 
ing both, and sending the whole to the people. — 

| Mr. Whittlesey had never voted for the printing 
‘of more than 10,000 extra copies of any document. 
He hoped the motion would be so amended as to 
reduce the proposed number to 10,060. 

Mr. Harlan inquired of Mr. Fairfield whether it 
was in his knowledge that a very large edition of 
the report of the majority of the select committee 
on the late duel had been printed in this city on prl- 
ivate account; and, if so, whether he could say how 
large a number? 
| _ Mr. Fairfield replied that he did not admit any 
right in the gentleman from Kentucky to question 
him on this subject. He had, however, no objec: 
tion to state that he did understand that an edition 
had been so printed, but of what number it consis 
ed he was not informed. He was understood to add 
that he had himself franked a number of copies. 

Mr. Hopkins, (of Va.,) moved to lay the resolu- 
tion to print upon the table. 

On this motion Mr. Boon demanded the yeas and 
nays, which being ordered, were taken, and stoc 
as follows: Yeas 57, nays 119. ‘ 

So the house refused to lay the motion to print an 
extra number of copies of the evidence and Jour 
nal of the committee, with Mr. Fairfield’s amend- 
ment thereto, on the table. ; 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, then addressed the house in 
opposition to the amendment, and continued his re- 
marks until they were cut short by the expiration 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. Cambreleng now moved that the house g9 
into cOmmittee of the whole on the state of the 














fairs, Fe] 
act for t 
governit 
3, 1323, 
commit! 
Mr. } 
reporter 
national 
through 
Mr. | 
Resol 
Florida 
duced a 
for the 
Mr. | 
reporte 
buildin 
Mr. . 
ries, re 
and 391 
ness fe 
rjecte 
Also 
consin 
and for 
Also 
to for: 
provid 
Mr. 
baildit 
petitio 
bnildi: 
the da 
the ho 
comm 
the pu 
ses 
. Mr. 
ly day 
the s 
Unite 
with | 
estab! 
fence 
State 
the e: 
to pre 
jects 
Unite 
Th 
resol 
state 
the b 
re-is 
M 
posi 
admi 
nanc 
M 
upor 
M 
deci 
gett 
wa 
des 
jour 
S 
3,01 
upo 
ed | 
i 
Join 
I 
of 1 
See 
tho 
the 
on 
ant 
res 
Sci 
| 
jec 
wt 
jer 









—_—== 


le {o]. 


rected 
fo be 
ttawa 
fourth 
° Said 
nN the 
and if 
> and 
> fur. 
ce any 
© the 
” the 
‘from 
York, 
lased, 
> kind 
id for 
Said 
» and 


dered 
€ and 
el, he 
‘porta 


have 
hould 
‘ports 
»! the 


10Vved 
Lon, 


t the 
n for 
3 and 
large 
€ ac. 
e and 


Mr 


ig all 
ston, 
alter 
s Just 
lceu- 


Mr. 


d the 
ment 
hat it 
onse: 
than 


ouse, 
e ine 
erely 
it be 
o the 
n ar- 
(Mr. 
ports 
iS as 
rint. 


iting 
nent. 
as to 


er it 
yn of 
ittee 
pri- 
how 


any 
stion 
yjec- 
ition 
sist- 
y add 
s. 
‘olu- 


and 
tood 


it an 
our 
end- 


ze in 
s re- 
tion 


> £0 
the 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 19, 1838—-CONGRESS. 189 











So 


ynlos 


but, after some conversation, on the appeal ; pended, in order to enable him to oiler this joint re- 





amendment. The remaider was of great jength, 


¢ Me Whittlesey, consented to withdraw the mo- solution. Mr. Reed demanded the yeas and nays. substantially the same as the project of Mr. Rives’ 
of ar. 


for the present. 
a oc of cornmittees were then called for, when 


following among other reports were presented. | be oifered as an amendment to the bill under consl- 
er" 9 Curlis, from the coinmittee on commerce, re- | deration at present, in the committee of the whole. 
orted a bill maxing appropriations for the improve- | The Chair responded affirmatively. 


ment of certain harbors therein mentioned, and for | 
gurveys of certain harbors therein mentioned for |} 


M4 Boon, from the saine committee, reported | len, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Buchanan, Wma. it 
genite bill to grant to the states and incorporated B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Carter, 
companies engagad in the construction of roads and | Casey, Chambers, Chapman, Childs, Clark, Cleve- t 

qnals the right of way through the public lands of land, Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
: Darlington, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, J. Garland, R. 

Mr. McKay, froin the committee on military af- Garland, Graves, Halsted, Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, | 
firs, reported a bill to amend the act entitled ‘an Herod, Hopkins, J. Jackson, H. Johnson, Kilgore, | t 
act for the punishment of frands committed on the Lincoln, J. M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, 
government of the United States, approved March | McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mitchell, Morgan, 
3 1323,” and to provide for the punishment of frauds | Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, 
‘Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Sheifer, Southgate, 
Mr. Wagener, from the committee on the militia, | Stuart, Siune, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Underwood, 


the United States, without atnendinent. 


committed on pensioners of the United States. 


Ordered. 


ected, as follows: 
YEAS—Meeasrs. Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. Al- | t 


in the senate, being a revival of the state bank sys- 
Mr. Campbell asked if this proposition could not | tem, by twenty-five banks, to be selected by the 
secretary of the treasury, aed approved of by the 
senate. During the reading of this amendment, 
Mr. Cambreleng raised a question of order as to the 
Mr. Hopkins’ motion to suspend the rules was re- | admissibility of the ainendment, under the bill be- 
fore the committee. Mr. Bell was of the opinion 


hat it was strictly in order, inasmuch as it went to 
he present supply and future regulation of the trea- 


sury. Mr. Hopkins contended that the proposition 


1e had made was in order. He was unwilling to 


vote a dollar until some mode of keeping safely and 
disbursing safely the public money should be estab- 


ished. Mr. 4dams defended the motion as strictly 
egniar. The debate on the question of order was 


continued by Messrs. Cambreleng, Haynes, and 
Mercer; and then, the Chair decided the amend- 
inent to be out of order. 


The debate was then continued by Messrs. Bell 


and Cumbreleng, when Mr. Halsted moved that the 


reported a bill more effectually to provide for the! J. White, D. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Wil. committee rise. Decided by tellers as follows: Yeas 


national defence, by establishing a uniform militia | liams, Yorke—68. 


throughout the United States. 
Mr. McKav, offered the following resolution: 








solved, That the map of the seat of war in|son, Cambreleng, J. Campbell, Clowney, Coles, 
a é Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, Deberry, | amendinent before offered by his colleague, (Mr. 


Florida, prepared in the topographical bureau, be re- 
duced and printed under the direction of the bureau, 
for the use of congress. 

Mr. Paynter, froin the committee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill making an appropriation for the 
building of adry dock at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Bronson, fro:n the coinmittee on the territo- 
ries, reported a resolution, setting apart the 29th 
and 30th of May inst. for the consideration of busi- 
ness relating to the territories; which resolution was 
rejected. 

Also, a bill to enable the people of East Wis- 
consin to form a constitution and state government. 
and for the adinission of each state into the union. 

Also, a bill to authorize the people of Florida 
toforn a constitution and state governinent, and to 
provide for the ad.nission of said state into the union. 

Mr. Lincoln, from the committee on the public 
buildings and grounds, made a report agaiust the 
petition of the laborers employed on the public 
buildings in the city of Washington, for regulating 
the daily hours of labor; ayainst the resolution of 
the house of the 26th of March last, instructing the 
committee to inqnire into the expediency of leasing 
the public grounds west of the capitol, for the pur- 
poses of draining, fencing, &c. 

Mr. Cushing gave notice that he would, at an ear- 
ly day, move to commit the president’s message, on 
the subject of the northwestern territory of the 
United States, to the committee on foreign affairs, 
with instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post on the river Columbia, for the de- 
fence and occupation of the territory of the United 
States watered by said river; and also to consider 
the expediency of making further provision by law 
to prevent the intermeddling of the officers or sub- 
jects of foreign powers with the Indians of the 
United States. 

The house then, oa motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Ingham in the chair,) on 
the bill authorizing the secretary of the treasury to 
re-issue the amount of treasury notes paid in. 

Mr. Cumbreleng addressed the committee, in ex- 
position of the views of the committee and of the 
administration in support of this bill, and in suste- 
hance of its financial plans and conduct generally. 

Mr. Cushing replied, in a full and able argument 
upon the subject. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, followed, in 
decided and warm opposition to the bill. Before 
getting through with what he had to say, he gave 
way to a motion for the coinmittee’s rising for this 
day; and the committee rose, and the house ad- 
journed at half past four o’clock. 

Saturday, May 12. After a desultory debate, 
3,000 copies of the report of the secretary of war 
upon the survey of the Alleghany river, were order- 
ed to be printed. 








Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bron- 


DeGratf, Dromgoole, Dunean, Edwards, Elmore, 
Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, Fillmore. Fry, Glas- 
cock, Goode, Willian Graham, Grant, Griffin, Ha- 
ley, Hammond, Hamer, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, R. M. T. Hunter, 
Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. 
W. Jones, Keim, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, | 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Marvin, May, McKay, 
R. McClellan, Abrabam McClellan, Milligan, Mil- 
ler, Moore, M. Morris, C. Morris, Murray, Naylor, 
Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Paynter, Penny- | 
backer, Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, Potter, Prentiss, | 
Rariden, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, | 
Anygustin H. Shepperd, C. Shepard. Sibley, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stanly, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Thomp- 
son, Titus, Toucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, | 
Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Sherrod Wil- | 


liams, Yell—107. | 
| 











Mr. Bell then asked leave to offer the following | 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to report to this house, forthwith, a 
bill authorizing the secretary of the treasury to 
raise, by law, the sum of $7,000,000, to supply any 
immediate demand upon the treasury to meet which 
there are no available means on hand. 

Mr. Cambreleng objected. Mr. Bel! moved that 
the rules be suspended, to enable him to offer it. 
Mr. Cambreleng demanded the yeas and nays. Or- 
dered, 

The motion to suspend the rules (requiring a 
vote of two-thirds) was rejected, by the following 





‘vote: Yeas 82, nays J4. 


On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house resol- 
ved itself into a committee of the whole, (Mr. Ing- | 
ham in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the following bill: 

A bill to carry into effect an act approved the 
twelfth day of October, eightean hundred and 
thirty-seven, “to authorize the issuing of treasury 
notes.” 

Be it enacted by the senale and house of represen- 


88, nays 93. So the committee (at a quarter after 
NAYS—Messrs. Adains, Andrews. Atherton, | 6 o'clock) refused to rise. 


Mr. Robertson offered an amendment, em- 


bracing the substance of the first clause of the 


Hopkins. ) 

This amendment was supported by Mr. Roberison, 
and then, 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, moved that the commit- 
tee rise; which motion was rejected by a vote of 64 
yeas to 86 nays. So the committee (at three quar- 
ters past 6 o’clock) refused to rise. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, proceeded until 7 o’clock 
when he gave way to Mr. Menefee, who moved that 
the committee rise; which motion was rejected, 60 
ayes, S4noes; and Mr. Mason continued his remarks 
until half past 7 o’clock, when he gave way to Mr. 
Hopkins, who moved that the committee rise; which 
motion was rejected by a vote of 79 ayes to 85 noes; 
and Mr. Mason continued his remarks until after 8 
o’ctock; when he yielded to Mr. Legare, who moved 
that the committee rise; which motion was lost by 
a vote of Si ayes to 88 noes. 

Mr. Mason resumed, and finished. 

Mr. Stuart next spoke, and moved an amend- 
nent, of which the reporter could not obtain acopy. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Wm. 
Cost Johnson until a qnarter before before 9 o’clock, 
when he gave way to Mr. Chambers, of Kentucky, 
who moved that the committee rise. This mo- 
tion was decided by the following vote: 89 ayes, 83 
noes, 

The Chair announced the vote, and said the mo- 
tion to rise was decided in the affimative. 

Mr. Lewis asked how the chair votes. 

Mr. Ingham (the chairman) said he voted in the 
negative. 

Mr. Hopkins took exception to the regularity of 
this, the chair having announced the vote, and de- 
cided that it was carried in the affimative, before he 
voted. 


At this point, the motion was renewed, and an- 
other count (at nine o’clock) was ordered; which re- 
sulted as follows: 92 ayes, 94 noes. 

Mr. Robertson, reeapitulating the facts above 
stated, insisted that, by the announcement of the 
chair, the committee had determiued to rise. The 





tatives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, That the secretary of the treasury, witb 


is hereby authorized to cause treasury notes to be 
issued, according to the provisions of an act, enti- 
tled “an act to authorize the issuing of treasury 
notes, approved the twelfth day of October last, in 
place of such notes as have been, or may be, issued 
under the authority of the act aforesaid, and which 
have been,or nay hereafter be, paid into the treasury 
and cancelled. 

Mr. Thompson resumed and concluded his re- 
marks in opposition to the bill; and the debate was 
further continued by Messrs. Rhettand Menefee; after 
which, Mr. Southgate said he wished to address the 
committee upon this question; and he moved that the 





Mr. Hopkins asked leave to offer the following 
Joint resolution. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States, in congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to re-issue, to the amount of $2,000,000, 
the treasury notes authorized by the act approved 
On 12th day of October, 1337, entitled “an act to 
authorize the issning of treasury notes,” under the 
re At conditions, and limitations therein pre- 
Sty bed, 
_ Mr. Hopkins notified the house that it was his ob- 
Ject to move its reference to the committee of the 
Whole on the state of the union. Mr. Thomas ob- 





committee (at 4 o’clock) do now rise. The count 
| was made by tellers, and resulted as follows. Ayes 
80, noes 97. So the committee refused to rise. 
Mr. Southgate then proceeded in opposition to the 
bill, and was followed by Mr. Hopkins, who moved 
4 substitute for the whole bill, empowering the pre- 
sident of the United States to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum of $10,000,000, at a 
rate of interest of 6 per cent. payable quarterly, and 
reimbursed at the will of the government; to be ap- 
plied, in addition to the moneys now in the trea- 
sury, or which may be received thereia from other 
sources, to defray the expenses of the government. 
and to be transferable by stock. The foregoing 





jected, Mr. Hopkins woved that the rules be sus- 


was the substance of the first section of Mr. H’s 


the approbation of the president of the United States, | 


| committee were sitting irregularly, 

Messrs. Curtis, Duncan, Adams, and W. C. John- 
son spoke to this point, and the Chair decided that 
it was now too late to make that point. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, then resumed the 
floor, and contmued his remarks upon the bill and 
ainendinents until twenty minutes past nine o’clock 
when he again gave way to Mr. Chambers, who 
moved that the committee rise; which motion was 
, rejected by the following vote: 90 yeas, 59 nays; 
the chair voting in the negative. 

Mr. Yorke then moved that the committee rise. 

The Chair decided tbat that motion was not then 
in order. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, then resumed and 
continued his remarks until half past nine, when 
he gave way to Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, 
who appealed to the oldest members of the house, 
whether any good were ever done by sitting outa 
debate on Saturday night. He moved that the 
cominittee rise, 

This motion was negatived by a vote of 88 ayes 
to 90 noes. ‘ 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, resumed and continned 
his remarks until a quarter before ten o’clock, when 
he gave way to Mr. Mitchell, who moved that the 
committee rise; which motion was lost by the vote 
of 88 ayes to 91 noes; and Mr, Johnson went on till 
five minutes defore ten o’clock, when he gave way 
to Mr. Halsted, who moved that the committee 
rise: ayes 89, noes 90. 


' 
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Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, resumed, and, at five , was not a question of order, buta question of words, 
minutes after ten, gave way to Mr. Dunn, who} patriotism, and propriety. 


moved that the committee rise: 87 ayes, 89 noes; 


Mr. Evereit hoped that those who held the opin- 


aid Mr. Johnson resumed the floor, who gave notice | ion that the house, under present circumstances, 
that he shouid not again give way to a motion to| ought not to sit on the sabbath, would with him re- 


rise. ‘The next that should be made he would make | tire from the hall. 


himself. After speakinga few moments, he moved 


'respect to the house, and should not be found in it 


that the committee rise, which he withdrew at the | again until Monday at 11 o’clock, unless brought in 
request of Mr. Harper, of Ohio, who made sore | in the custody of the sergeant-at-arms. 


remarks in opposition to the bill, as reported by 
the chairman of the committee of ways and means, 
and at a quarter before elever: o’clock gave way to 


Mr. Briggs thought it was impossible to get ahead 
at all in the present mode of doing business. The 
two parties to this question were trying their 


Mr. Coffin, who moved that the committee: rise 86) strength, without any prospect of success to either. 


ayes, 57 noes. 

Mr. Briggs, one of the tellers, then announced 
that two other gentlemen had asked to be counted 
in the affimative since the house was divid- 
ed, but before the vote was announced to the chair. 


Much confusion here arose,and the chair, at! session to-night. 


He hoped that the committee would consent to rise, 
and come together with better feelings upon another 
day. 

Mr. Morgan was in favor of rising and adjourn- 
ing. He believed no good could come of a longer 
He would be among the last to 


length, ordered another count, which was decided | adopt this course on any other night; but he now 


as follows: Ayes 88, noes 91. 

M>.*Harper resumed the floor, and continued his 
remarks till 20 minutes before 12 o’clock, when he 
gave way to Mr. Thomas, who proposed to rise now 
and come to the determination togo through with 
the subjecton Monday, at all events. [Cries of no! 
no! !). 

Mr. Hawes then moved (a quarter before 12) that 
the committee rise. Yeas 85, nays 87. 

Mr. Harper resumed and continued until (at 5 
minutes before 12) he gave way to Mr. Roberison, 
who appealed to gentlemen who professed to have 
regard for the sabbath, not to violate their creed by 
compelling the house to siton that day. By doing 
so, they would bring the credit of the country into 
contempt. If, however, the chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and means would say that the go- 
vernment could not get on for one day, he would 
consentto this course. Nototherwise. He moved 
that the committee rise. Ayes 80, noes 83. 


- 


Mr. Harper proceeded until 5 minutes afte 12 
o’clock, when Mr. Chambers rose to order. He 
inade the point that, it being the Sabbath day, the 
house ought not to do business. 

The Chairman decided that it was in order to sit 
after 12 o,clock, if the committee so desired. 

Mr. Chambers took an appeal. 

Mr. Pope did not deny that Sunday was a legisla- 
tive day, ifthe house should make itso. But the 
speaker ought to take the chair and decide this 
point. He would therefore, for this purpose, move 
that the committee rise. (This was a quarter after 
12 o’clock,) Yeas 83, nays 82. ‘he chair voted 
in the negative, and the motion was lost. 

Mr. Reed spoke to the question of order raised by 
Mr. Chaiwnbers. At the very close of the session,as 
a matter of neccessity, the house has sometimes sat 
during the sabbath hours, but there is no such ne- 
cessity now. He hoped the decision of the chair 
would not be sustained. 

Mr. Cushman contended that no appeal lay from 
this decision of the chair. 

Mr. Pope submitted to the candor of the chair if 
it was proper for him to vote to sustain his own de- 
cision, upon an appeal taken therefrom. His ob- 
ject was not to embarrass the course of this bill, 
‘but he did think that those who objected to bills 
like these had a right to be heard to give their views 
thereupon, and to deliberate upon the public busi- 
ness, and decide upon it calmly and candidly. He 


| house, 


felt constrained to move that the committee rise. 
(Ten minutes before one.) Yeas §2, nays76. So 
the committee decided to rise. 

The Speaker took the chuir at five minutes before 
one o’clock, and Mr. Briggs moved that the house 
do now adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were demanded by several 
voices, and ordered. 

The house, at a quarter past one o’clock on Sun- 
day morning, decided to adjourn by the following 

vote: Yeas 85, nays 72. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Monday May 14. Mr. Boon asked the consent 
of the house to submit the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That from and after the Ist day of June, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight, there shall be no discrim- 
ination in the kind or description of currency re- 
ceivable by the government, for customs, for the 
sale of the public lands, or for any debt or duty due 
or owing to the United States. 

Mr. Williams of Kentucky raised the question 
of order against the introduction of this resolution, 
on the ground that there were already two resolu- 
tions of a similar character before the house; one 
offered by a gentleman from Ohio, and the other by 
himself, on the 16th ultimo. 

The Chair said if that was the case, the resolu- 
tion could not be entertained. 
| Mr. Boon explained that he had offered this re- 
| solution in obedience to what he knew to be the 
| will of his constituents, and, further, in compliance 
| with the joint resolution of the legislature of the 
| state of Indiana. Mr. Bronson said, if it was in or- 
| der, he would move a suspension of the rule, for 
|the purpose of considering this resolution. The 
| Chair ruled it not to be so, but snggested that it 
| would be inorder to movea suspension, to take up 
the other resolution. Mr. Bronson doubted if there 
| was a resolution identical with this before the 
| The chair referred to it and showed the 
object to be the same. 

Mr. Boon said he was perfectly willing toremove 
the obstacle to the present consideration ofthe sub 
ject, by withdrawing the resolution he had offered. 
Leave being granted, he accordingly withdrew it. 





He should do so with perfect | of the great south windows of the hall—\y| 


ee 


Mr. Hawes, of Kentucky, next obtain 
and took the same side of the question; 
he had proceeded far he was taken suddenly + 
and disabled from speech or action. Much ¢,, 
sion ensued in the house. Mr. H. was taken tow, 


ing bled, he soon recovered so far as to be a 
retire from the hall. aa 
Mr Dunn, of Indiana, succeded, and entered 
large into an argumentative speech, in the Cours 
of which he traced the conduct of the adininistr, 
tion from the beginning toward the banks, arcui, 
to show that its policy was utterly hostile t, ther 
and insisting that the present measure was intend. 
ed to supersede them by an issue of Fovernmey 
paper. 

r. Goode took the floor, and was going on wi 
some remarks in opposition to the bill when he y., 
interrupted by : 

Mr. William, of Kentucky, who rose to a Poin 
of order, and inquired if there was a quorum prego 
Mr. W. moved that the committee rise, in order 
have a call of the house, for he wished to get outo 
that place before night. 

Mr. Goode begged the gentleman to withdray 
his motion, and allow him to proceed. He would 
hot detain the committee long, and not having befoy 
expressed his opinions on the subject of the pre. 
sent bill, and the subjects immediately connectej 
with it, he felt bound to do so, and would rather do 
it then than at such an hour as that at which { 
house adjonrned on Sunday morning. 

Mr. Williams consented to withdraw his motion, 
again repeating that he wanted to go home befoj 
midnight. 

Mr. Goode then went on at some length into ay 
/examination of the messages of the president at 
the special and present sessions, and into a history 
of the various propositions of the secretary of the 
| treasury, in order to show that the pretence that 
something was necessary to be done to relieve the 
wants of the treasury, and the manner pointed out 


~ 


'to obtain that relief, all ended in the prosecution of 
a plan to establish a sub-treasury, or government 
bank. He was willing to afford the governmental 
the rooney that was necessary to carry on its opera. 
| tions, and he would, at any time, vote for supplies; 
_but he was opposed to the sub-treasury, and the 
issuing of treasury notes. He hoped that the bill 
would be put into a shape that would enable him to 
support it; but in its present shape he could not 
vote for it, for a great many reasons, which he then 
wenton at large to assign. 

Mr. Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, then took the 
floor, and, after a severe examination of the speech 
with which Mr. Cambreleng had introduced the 
bill, went into an argument in opposition to the 
measure proposed by the bill. 

He yielded to a motion for the rising of the com- 
mittee, which failed: Ayes 79 noes 85. Mr. §. 
| then resumed, and further addressed the committee 
‘In conclusion. Mr. Tillinghast then appealed to 
the house, stating that, from the number of gentle- 
men who wished to address the committee on the 
bill, it would be impossible to get a vote on the bill 
to-night, and thereupon, at half past 5 o’clock, 
moved that the committee rise. The motion was 


€ d the flog 


but, hefog 


he 





| 








Mr. Boon now renewing his request, and objec- 


a suspension of the rules to enable Mr. Boon to of- | 
fer it. | 





would not vote to legislate on the sabbath day, un- 
less imperiously required by the exigencies of the | 
country. Hehoped an opportunity would be given, 
to the house to record their votes by yeas and nays | 
on this question: and, therefore, hoped that the com- | 
mittee would rise. 

Mr. Thompson thought the rule giving the speak- 
er the power to vote in such cases did not apply to 
the case of the chairman of the committee. | 

Mr. Duncan said a few words in reply to Messrs. | 
Pope and Thompson. 

Mr. Pope urged that, upon the score of delicacy 
and propriety, the chairman ought not to vote in 
such a case. 


Mr. Underwood was of opinion that an appeal 


were not suspended. 


On which motion Mr. Briggs demanded the yeas | 
and nays; which were ordered. | 
Mr. Cambreleng remonstrated with Mr. Boon, | 
and asked him not to pressthe motion. | 
Mr. Boon insisting,the yeas and nays were taken on | 


: . : | 
|} suspending the rules, and decided as follows: Yeas | 


; : | 
95 nays 53. There not being two-thirds, the rules 


Mr. Cambreleng now moved to suspend the rules 
in order that the house mizht iinmediately resume, in 


bill which was in discussion on Sunday morning, | 
when the house adjourned. | 

On this motion Mr. Turney demanded the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered. Mr. Harlan asked of 


rejected: Ayes 90, noes 94. Mr. Tillinghast then 


° ° ° ‘ } ¥ . ° e,° *1 
_tion being again made—Mr. Bronson moved for | addressed the committee in opposition to the bill, 


and, having proceeded till five minutes after six 
o’clock, yielded to another motion, by Mr Davies. 
for the rising of the committe. This motion was 
negatived: Ayes 87, noes 93. Mr. Tillinghist con- 
tinued bis argument, and spoke till twenty minutes 
before seven, when, Mr. Robertson moved that the 
committee rise, proposing that it be with the un- 
derstanding that the bill should be gotten out ol 
cominittee to morrow. The motion was carried 
Ayes 91, noes 86. So the committee rose at7 
o’clock, and reported progress. 

A motion being made to adjourn, the yeas and 


committee of the whole, the consideration of the | nays were demanded by Mr. Bronson, but the 


house refused to order them; and thereupon ad- 
journed, 

Tuesday, May 15. The Chair laid before the 
house a communication from the secretary of the 


















from the decision of the chair was not to be neg-| Mr. Cambreleng whether it was the purpose of 
atived by the chair voting so as to produce a tie. | himself and his friends to press through that bill 
The Chairman maintained the propriety of his | this day? 
course, as sanctioned by usage and precedent. | Mr. Cambrelene said he could not tell what the 
Mr. Pope moved that the committee rise. He} house would be disposed to do. 
wanted the question to be settled whetheror not} The question was then taken on Mr. Cambre- 
the house would legislate on the sabbath. (This! leng’s motion that the house go into committee of 
division took place at twenty-five minutes before | the whole on the state of the union to resume the 
oue o’clock.) Yeas 83,nays 82. The chair voted | consideration of the treasury note bill, and resulted 
again in the negative. |as follows: Yeas 132, nays 59. 
Mr. Haynes spoke to the question of appeal. It)| The honse accordingly wentinto committee (Mr. 
was the privilege of every member of the house to| Ingham again in the chair.) 
vote on all questions. Mr. Harper, who had the floor from Sunday 


navy, in reply to the resolution of the house of the 
31st of March last, calling for the names of all pet- 
sion agents, the anthority by which such agents 
were appointed, copies of commissions issued ‘0 
such agents, &e. 

It appears by the said report, that there was at 
the time of the last settlement with the several 
agents for paying navy pensions, an unexpende 
balance of $103,658 47 remaining in their hands. 
Settlements have been made with all of them, eX- 
cept one or two, since the commencement of the 
present year. 

Committees were then called on for reports when 
a number were received, chiefly on private claims, 





Mr, Tuomas suggested that nothing could be ef-| morning, resumed and concluded his remarks in 
fected by deciding (hat questions in either way. It | decided opposition to the bill, 


which will be noticed hereafter. 
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Mr. Boon said that under the peculiar circum-, stood that an arrangement or mutual understanding | well, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Mercer, Mitch- 


stances of the case, he felt constrained again to offer, had been agreed upon, that the committee should ell, Montgomery, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, 


the same resolution which he had proposed to otiex | 
yesterday, and which the house had refused to re- 
yo Chair stated that, on examination, be found 
gnother resolution had been offered, on the same 
subject, by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 8. 
Williams,) which lay on the table; in consequence 
of which, it would not be in order for the gentleman 
fom Indiana to offer another; but he could move | 


; 


that the house take up the resolution now on the | 
le. 

ae following resolution, moved by Mr. 8. Wil- 

jams on the 16th of April last, was then read: 
«Resolved, That the committee of ways and means | 

be instructed to report a bill making it unlawful for | 

the secretary of the treasury, or any other officer of 








eneral or special order making a distinction or dis- 

crimination in the medium or kind of currency in 
which the ditferent branches of the revenue (either 
from the sales of the public lands or from any other 
source) of the United States shall be collected.” 

Objection being made to its consideration at this 
time, Mr. Boon moved to suspend the rules to allow | 
of its being considered. On this motion Mr. Wil- 
liams demanded the yeas and nays. Mr. Bronson 
inquired whether the two resolutions were indenti- 
cally the same. The Chair thought them the same 
in substance. 

Mr. Casey moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Boon stated a ditference between his resolu- 
tion and that of Mr. Williams, in this, viz. that Mr. 
W.’s resolution specified the particular kind of mo- 
ney that should be received; whereas his own only 
required that no discrimination should be made in 
the kind of money to be received, but did not say | 
what that should be. 

The Chair still adhered to the decision that the 
resolution of Mr. Boon was not in order. 

The question on suspending the rules to take up 
the resolution of Mr. Williains was then put, and 
decided by yeas and nays in the negative, as fol- 
lows—(not two-thirds: ) | 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. | 
W. Allen, Ayerigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Boon, Bor- | 
den, Briggs, Bronson, Wm. B. Calhoun, John Cal- | 
hoon, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crary, Cranston, | 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, | 
Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher, Fill- | 
mure, Foster, R. Garland, Goode, William Graham, 
Graves, Grennell, Haley, Halsted, Hamer, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, J. Jackson, Kil. 
gore, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Max- 
well, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mont- 
gomery, M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Pat- | 
terson, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Robinson, | 
Russell, Sergeant, Augustin H. Shepperd, C. She- | 
pard, Shields, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, Stanly, | 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, To- | 
land, Vanderveer, A. S. White, J. White, Elisha | 
Whittlesey, D. Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. L. | 











,on, and that the bill would now be reported. Mr. 


rise this evening and report the bill, he was willing | 
to waive the delivery of his remarks at this time, | 
reserving them until the bill should come into the 
house. Mr. Pope said that he too had the same de- 
sire, but would follow the example of the gentleman 
from New York. As he had had some instrumen- | 
tality in bringing about the understanding to which | 
the gentleman alluded, he hoped it would be acted 





Stuart, of Virginia, withdrew the amendment he) 
had offered. Mr. W. Cost Johnson expressed a dle- 
sire fora decision before the rising of the committee, 


upon the amendment still pending. Mr. Russell | 


said that, if the question was to be taken on that 
amendment, he had a proviso to append to it; with- 





Noyes, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robinson, 
Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Vanderveer, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. 
Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Yell, 
Yorke—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atherton,Beatty, Beirne, 


| Bicknell, Birdsall, Cambreleng, Chapman, Clowney, 


Coles, Connor, Craig, Cushman, Davee, Dromgoole, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Glascock, 
Grant,Griffin, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Hopkins, Hubley, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, 
N. Jones, Keim, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Martin, 
McKay, Abraham McClellan, Miller, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Noble, Owens, Parker, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 


t or al out which he should object to its adoption. Mr. | Phelps, Potter, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
this government, to continue in force or make any | Rencher said he also had an amendment to offer.| Rives, Robertson, Shefler, Sheplor, Stuart, Taylor, 


Mr. Meneffee wished to offer an amendment as a 
substitute forthat of Mr. Stuart. Mr. Robertson pro- 
posed that all the amendments should be printed, and 
the question on them deferred till the bill came into 
the house. Mr. Cambreleng reminded the gentle- 
man that all amendments which did not go to en- 
large the amuunt of money in the bill could as well 
be offered in the house as in committee. 

Mr. Wise, said that two gentlemen had given 
notice of their wish to speak on this bill; and he 
believed that ten times two had the same desire. 
He would now caution all such gentlemen not to 
trust to any general understanding, informally en- 
tered into, but to speak at once; for to-morrow the 
bill would be in the house, and they would have 
the previons question sprung upon them. 

Mr. Owens, of Georgia, moved that the commit- 
tee do now rise and report the bill. Mr. dams 
gave notice of a purpose to move to amend the 
title of the bill. 

The question being put on rising and reporting 
the bill, it was carried by a very large majority. 
Whereupon, the committee, at twenty minutes be- 
fore eight, rose, and reported the bill to the house, 
without amendment. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Mercer, it was agreed 
that all gentlemen having amendments to offer 
should bring them to the clerk’s table, that they 


might be printed, and laid on the tables of the | 


members to-morrow, in time for the action of the 
house, 

The Chair laid before the house a message from 
he president of the United States, transmitting 
information required by a resolution of the house 








to the introduction of foreign paupers into the 
United States; which was laid on the table, and 
rdered to be printed. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 16. Mr. Boon moved to sus- 
pend the rules for one hour to take up the following 
resolution of Mr. Williatns, of Kentucky, being 
nearly identical with that offered by himscif a few 
days since: 

** Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 


s F > . ‘ ‘ 
of representatives of the 30th ultiinc, in relation | 


Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Yell, Yorke—94. | be instructed to report a bill making it unlawful for 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, | the secretary of the treasury, or any other officer of 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bu- | this government, to continue in force or make any 
chanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Chapman, Clowney, | general or special order making a distinction or dis- 
Craig, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Ed-)| crimination in the medium or kind of currency in 
wards, Farrington, I. Fletcher, Fry, J. Garland, | which the diiferent branches of the revenue (either 
Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Griffin, Harrison, | from the sales of the public lands or from any other 
Hawkins, Haynes, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, W.| source) of the United States shall be collected,” 
H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Mr. lVilliams, of Kentucky, gave notice that, as 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Lead- | some had perhaps voted against this motion yester- 
better, Lewis, Logan, J. M. Mason, Martin, Mce- day, under the apprehension that the proposition 
Kay, R. McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, | offered by himself differed materially from that of 
Miller, Morgan, Parker, Paynter, Pennybacker, Pe- | Mr. Boon, he should, if the House agreed to take 
trikin, Phelps, Potter, Pratt, Reilly, Rhett, Rives, | it up, modify it so as to make it identical with that 
Robertson, Shetfer, Spencer, Stuart, ‘l'aylor, Tho- | of Mr. Boon. 
mas, Titus, Toueey, Turney, Wagener, Webster, Mr. Grennell demanded the yeas and nays on the 
Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams—76. | motion tosuspend. No quorum voted on this pro- 
Mr. Boon gave notice he should renew his motion | position, the division being 52 to 42. 
every day until the house should act upon it. | Mr. Briggs demanded a call of the House. Or- 
Mr. Southgate presented the following, which lies | dered, 
on the table one day: The House was called till nearly the end of the 
Resolved, Vhat ten thousand copies of the report roll, when, on motion, the call was suspended, and 
and bill reported by the committee on the militia be | the question was put on the motion of Mr. Boon, 
printed, ’ i to suspend the rules for one hour, in order to take 
On motion of Mr. Cambrelenz, the house resolv- | up the above resolution, and decided as follows: 
ed itself into a committee of the whole onthestate| WEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen. 
ofthe union, (Mr. Ingham in the ehair,) and re-| J. W. Allen, Bell, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, W. 
sumed the consideration of the bill authorizing the | B. Calhoun, J. Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, W. B. Car- 
reissue of treasury netes. ‘ter, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, Cleveland, 
_The house was addressed at length by Mr. Til- | Coffin, Corwin, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curts, 
linzhast, Mr. Cushman, Mr. Biddle, Mr. Bell, and Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, 
Mr. Randolph, upon the merits of the bill. Edwards, Evans, Everett, R. F letcher, eer ig I rr] 
Mr. Randolph having concluded his remarks, loud a Gallup, James ee a ane ‘Se e. 
Calls were heard all over the hall for the rising of Ulam Graham, Grantland, Graves, lsrennen, biaey: 





the committe. Mr. Hoffman, of New York, said 
that he had been desirous of addressing the com- 
mittee on the subject of this bill; but, as he under- 


Hall, Halstead, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffinan, R. M. 'T. Hunter, 
William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Max- 





Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, T. 'T. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthing- 
ton—70. 

So, there not being two-thirds in favor, the House 
refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. Curtis, of New York, gave notice that, on 
the first occasion when it shall be in order, he 
should introduce a bill, with the leave ofthe House, 
‘to authorize the granting of a drawback of duty 
upon foreign coals, when exported and consumed 

on board of vessels propelled by steam power.” 
Sundry bills on the speaker’s table were read 
and committed, and then the house, on motion of 
| Mr. Cambreleng, took up the treasury note bill. 
| Mr. Cambreleng offered two amendments, pro- 
viding for the restriction and limitation of the ope- 
‘ration of this bill in the same way as the bill of 
| October last, to which it referred, and adding the 
same provisions which that bill contains, as to the 
counterfeiting of the treasury notes. 

Mr. Robertson’s amendment, offered in commit- 
tee, proposing a loan, under certain restrictions, 
instead of the re-issue of the treasury notes, came 
first in order, as modified by the mover. 

Mr. Hoffman opposed the bill as reported; and 
| replied at length to the arguments of Messrs. Rhett 
and Cainbreleng in favor of it. 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. Rhett, 
Hoffman, Thompson, Legare, and Cambreleng, upon 
local points incidentally introduced into the debate; 
after which, 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, went at length into a de- 
fence of the bill as reported. 
| Mr. Wise followed on the same bill ina speech 
of considerable length, in which he insisted, in the 
course of his argument, that, with all its boast of 
means, the government was bankrupt. In the close 
of his speech he indulged in some pleasantry on the 





| devices of the old continental money and new trea- 


sury notes, as well as a caricature of the latter, 
which excited much mirth in the house. 

Mr. Bynum then addressed the house with much 
zeal in a general defence of the administration. 
Mr. Garland. of Louisiana, expressed a wish to ad- 
dress the house, and asa test of the wishes of the 
house, moved an adjournment. On this motion 
Mr. Cushman demanded the yeas and nays. Mr. 
Garland thereupon withdrew his motion, and pro- 
ceeded in a generel speech against the bill, and es- 
pecially in reply to Messrs. Bynum and Rhett. He 
was giving his reasons for preferring a loan, when, 
at 8 o’clock, he yielded the floor for a motion for 
adjournment. On this motion Mr. Haynes demand- 
ed the yeas and nays, which, baing taken, resulted 
as follows: Yeas 64, nays 125. So the house re- 
fused to adjourn. Mr. Garland then resumed, and 
having concluded, Mr. Cushman, of New Hamp- 
shire, moved the previous question. Mr. Craig de- 
manded a call of the house, which was agreed to: 
Ayes 83, noes 52. The house was accordingly 
called. Mr. Pope then moved that all further pro- 
ceedings inthe call be suspended, but the motion 
was lost: Ayes 76, noes 77. The absentees were 
called, when it appeared that 199 members had 
answered totheirnames, On motion of Mr. Grant, 
the further prosecution of the call was dispensed 
with. The vote was then taken on seconding the 
previous question, and carried: Ayes 93, noes 95. 
So the demand for the previous question was se- 
conded by the house. The previous question being 
put, viz. “Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. Bell demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows, 
VIZ: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, J. Campbell, Casey, 
Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 
| Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grant, Grey, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, 
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Holt, tloward, Habley, lnghaw, T. B. Jackson, J. 
Jounson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Klingeusmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Loowis, Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClel- 
lan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parinenter, Penny back- 
er, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, 
Reilly, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheifer, Sheplor, 
Suyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. T 
Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthington, Yell—99. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. | 


W. Allen, Aycrizg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Brigss, Win. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, W. B. 
Cainpbell, William B. Carter, Chainbers, Cheatham, 
Ciark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cashing, Darlington, Davies, Dennis, Duan, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, J. Garland, 
R. Gariaud, Guode, James Graham, William Gra- 
ham, Graves, Grennell, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastinzs, Henry, Herod, Hoiftnan, Hopkins, R. M. 
T. Hunter, H. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Kennedy, 
Lincoln, Marvin, J. M. Mason, Samson Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mil- 
ligin, Mitcheil, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Patter- 
son, Peck, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Roberison, Robinson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, A.S. White, J. White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, L. Williams, Sherrod Wiiliams, J. L. 
Wiliams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—99. 

The speaker voting in the affirmative, the pre- 
vious question was carried by his casting vote. 

The main question was tnen put on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time, and deci- 
ded by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, J. Campbell, Casey, 


Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, | 


Cushinan, Davee, DeGraif, Dromgocle, Duncan, 
Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 


Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Grantlaud, | 


Grant, Gray, Giiffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, 
Hubley, Inzham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. 


Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, Kilyore, Kling- | 


ensinith, Legare, Leadbetter. Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
J.M. Mason, Martin, MeKay, Robert McClellan, 
A. McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Mor- 
gan, Murray, Noble, Paliner, Parker, Parmenter, 
Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Sheiler, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stnart, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, 
Wazener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, J. 
W. Will ams, Worthington, Yell—196. 
NAYS—Mebessrs. Adains, 


Bordea, Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. 
Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 


Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, | 
b ] 


Curtis, Cushing, Dirlinzton, Davies, D ‘berry, Den- 
nis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, 


Fillinore, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, | 
b J > ] 


William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Halstead, Har- 
lan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoifian, 


Hopkins, R, M. T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, Wil- | 


liain Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Marvin Sam- 
son Mason, Maury, May Maxwell, MeKennan, 
Menefee, Milizgan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, 
Rumsey, Russetl, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Phompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Under- 
wood, A. S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L. 
Williams, 8S. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yorke—99. 

So the bill was ordered to the third reading; it was 


then read a third time; and the question being, shall ble us that method of supply was, he had, and per- | + 


the bili pass? 
Mr. S. Williams moved that the bill be recom- 


mitted to the committee of the whole house on the | 


state of the union, with instructions to report a bill 
to authorize the sale of the bonds given and execu- 
ted by the Bank of the United States to the govern- 
ment for the government stock and interest in the 


late Bank of the United States; and, in the event | 


said bonds cannot be sold in time to obtain the ne- 
cessary funds forthe purposes and actual wants of 
the government, to authorize the issuing of two 
millions of treasury notes for the immediate wants 
of the government, and to authorize aloan for a 
suin of inoney that may be reqnired for the necessa- 
ry ant actual wants of the government until said 
sale can be effected. 

The previous question was moved by Mr. Cush- 
man, and demanded by a majority of members, 
present, when the main question was ordered to be 


Alexander, Heman | 
Allen, J. W. Allen, Aycerigg. Bell. Biddle. Bond, | 


»pat, (which was, shall the bill pass?) by yeas 106 
nays 99. The main question was then put, viz. 
shall the bill now pass? 

Mr, Rariden now moved a reconsideration of the 
vote on the previous question, but the chair decided 
that it was not in order. Mr. Sell suxgested that 
this question of order had never yet been decided. 
The question was then put on the passage of the 
bill, and carried. Mr. Adams moved to amend the 
title of the bill by striking out ‘to carry into effect 
the act approved 12th October, 1837;” which was 
agreed to. Mr. Fletcher moved to add ‘to meet the 
current expenses ofthe government. Mr. Rariden 
now gave notice that he would move to reconsider 
the vote on the passage of the bill, with a view to 
having the question taken on the amendment pro- 
posing a loan. 

The house then adjourned at 10 o’clock. 

Thursday, May 17. Mr. Rariden rose and moved 
to reconsider the vote of last night on the final passage 
of the treasury note bill. The Chair said that this mo- 
tion would come up in order atier the morning hour, 
uiless the house decided to take it up at that time. Ob- 
jections being made, a motion to suspend the rules, so 
as to take up this motion, was made by Mr. Griffin, 
of S. C. and rejected. 

Mr. Russell asked for the suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer the following resolution, and de- 
| manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
so much of the fifth section of the act entitled “* An act 
to regulate the deposites of the public money,” passed 
the 23d of June, 1336, as prohibits receiving in payment 
for dues to the government, and disbursing the same 
the bills of specie-paying banks which issue notes or 
bills of a less denomination than five dollars; and, also, 
so much of the"second section of the act entitled “ An 
act making appropriations for the payment of revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners of the United States for 
the year 1836, as prohibits the offering in payment by 
any officer or department of the government the notes 
‘or bills of specie-paying banks of a less denomination 

than ten dollars. 
_ The house refused to suspend the rules by the follow- 
‘ing vote: Yeas 56, nays 127. Mr. Russell gave notice 
| that he should offer that resolution daily, until the house 
_would act upon it. Mr. Cushman asked the house to 
suspend the rules for thirty minutes to go into the con- 
| sideration of the senate bill on this subject. Refused. 
| 





Mr. Boon again asked for the suspension of the rules 
'to take up the resolution of Mr. Sherrod Williams, pro- 


hib:ting discrimination in the receipt ef the media pf 


| payment of public dues. Refused. ! 
Reports were now presented. Several upon private 
claims having been presenied and disposed of, the bil 
| from the Senate, in the case of Hazel and Stonestreet, 
came up forconsideration. It was moved thai this bil 
be made the order of this day in committee of the whole. 
Mr. Briggs made some sta’ emeits with regard to thp 
pressing notre of the claim, and the necessity of its early. 
i passage. Mr. Adams asked if there was any repori? 
| He understood that this was abil ordering the pes!mas- 


| 


¢ 


ter general to setile a certain account in peference to 
| others. Messrs. Briggs and Thompson explained the 
| character of the claim. Mr. (Underwood aid Mr. Adums 
| Opposed the nition. Me. U. was opposed to giviag any 
| One private claim prefereace over another, while there 
| Were many pressing cases on the calendar of revolu- 
' tionary claims. He moved to make the bil! the order 
of the day tor to-morrow, and give it its proper place on 
(the calendar. Mr. Adems thought it an irregular proce- 
| dure to carry such a bill by acclamation. It was, in ef- 
fect, ordering*the postmaster general to settle an account 
| without the torms of law. He was in favor of the mo- 
| tion of Mr. Underwood. Beiore any question could be 
‘taken, the morning hour expired, and Mr. Ca:abreleng 
| calied tor the orders of the day 

Che motion of Mr. Rariden to reeonsider the 
vote whereby this bill was passed last night came 
first in order. 


Mr. Raridea explained that he was induced to 


bill more on account of his political friends than on 
hws own account. 


| sury to the issue of treasury notes, yet, objectiona- 


haps would again feel it his duty to go for it in 
prelerence to embarrassing the action of the gov- 
ernment for want of means, 
lowed to say he preferred the supply in a medium 
whose circulation would not necessarily be con- 
fined to the importing cities. 
this occasion to say to his political friends, that he 
considered the time of this house now of more im- 
portance to this nation than the dtiference in the 
ineans proposed for supplying the treasury, and 
that his main object in moving the reconsideration 
was that a full vote of the house might be had, or 
other means proposed for its relief. For himself, 
he preferred the proposition or amendment pro- 
posed by a gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Stuart,) 
which proposed a reissue of treasury paper to an 
amonnt equal to the immediate wants of the govern- 
ment, and the residue needful to be obtained by a 
direct loan; and, if it was in his power, he would 








|| 


move the reconsideration of the final vote on this | 


Although he greatly preferred a | 
direct loan for the supply of the wants of the trea- | 


But he must be al- | 


But he would take | 


/ : i 
confine his inotion for reconsideration to that on. 
cific object ; but it was not, and he would how 6 
to his political friends that, if this vote should be 


reconstdered, and another tedious discussio 


r n Ny Wine 
up upon any of the amendinents proposed as oat 
stitute to the bill, (each of which had been hens 


fully discussed already,) he should feel it his dute 
upon the recurrence of such a debate, to vote 


wv) 
¥ 7% Sairgy wit! 
the friends of the adininistration for the prey m 


. ‘] te 
question, and then to vote for the bill in its Dtesent 
shape. But he hoped it would be the last time p, 


would ever be called upon to vote a Supply in th 
form. ri 
Mr. Boon moved the previous question on the mo. 
tion to reconsider. Mr. Rives asked what \ ould be 
the effect of a motion to lay the motion on the table 
Would it carry the bill, necessarily, with it? 7p, 
Chuir had considered this, but, the previous questioy 
ending, this was not the time to decide it. Mr, [yj 


tams, of N.C. inoved acail of the house; which wag 
ordered, and the roll was called through. Before tha 
roll was called a second time, Mr. Cushing said he 
was sick of seeing the time of the house and country 
consumed in calls of the house, while members qj 
not choose to attend to their public duties. He inoy. 
ed to suspend the call. Mr. Petrikin demanded the 
yeas and nayson this motion. Mr. Cushing withdrow 
the motion; and the call proceeded. 215 members 
answered totheirnamwes. The doors were then clos. 
ed. Mr. Curtis noved to suspend the call. Mr. Cush. 
man demanded the yeas and nays; which were order. 
ed. The motion to suspend the call was decided jy 
the affirmative by the following vote: Yeas 117, nays 
84. So the proceedings under the call were suspend. 
ed, and the doors were opened. The question they 
recurred on seconding the previous question,and was 
decided by tellers, thus: Ayes 119, noes not connted. 
The question, Shall the main question [to recousid. 
er) be now put? then recurred. Mr. Gray deinanded 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and the house 
decided, by the following vote, that the main ques. 
tion be put: Yeas 141, nays 64. The question then 
recurred, Shall the vote upon the final passaze of 
the bill be reconsidered? The yeas and nays were 





| 
\ordered, and resulted as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J: 
|W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell. Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs 
| W. B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Caimpbell, W. B 
| Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffia, 
Corvin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, 
Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, 
| Fillmore, J. Garland, R. Garland, Goode, James Gra- 


’ 
| 


j}ham, Wm. Graham, Graves, Grenuell, Haley, Halsted, 
| Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hero?, Hof: 
|}man, Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, H. Johnson, 
| W.C. Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore. Lincoln, Marvin, 
|J. M. Mason, S. Mason, Maury, Mav, Maxwel, Me- 
| Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, M. Mor- 
iris, ©. Morris, Naylur, Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Pope, 
| Potts, Raridea, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, R.dgway, 
| Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Ser 
'geant, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Siuelds, § b'ey, 
| Slade, Suuthgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, ‘Taia- 
| ferro, Thoinpson, ‘Tillinchast, ‘luland, Underwood, A. 
.S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L. Wiihams, Sher- 
|rod Willams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, 
| Yorke—110. 

NAYS—Messrz. Anderson, Andrews, Ather'‘on, 
| Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Bros- 
(head, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, J. 
| Campbeil, Casey, Chapman, Cleveland, Clowney, 
| Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De- 
Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Far 
| rington, Fairtield, Isaac Fletcher, Fos er. Pry, Galup, 
|Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hus, 
| Hammond. Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, He- 
sey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, 
T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jone*s 
‘Kenn, Kemble. Klingersmith, Legare, Lead!et'es, 
Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Martin, McKay, R. McC'e!:a", 
| A. McClellan, McClure, Miller, Monigoinery, Me: 
| Morgan, Murray, Noble, Owens. Palmer, Parker, Pa! 
|menter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pot 
| ter, Pratt Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rive 
| 
i 
| 


Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, ‘aylor, ‘Thoinas, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vandervecr, Wag: nel 
Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. Wiiiats, 
| Worthinsion, Yell—109. j 
| The Chair voted in the negative, thus making 
| the yeas and nays equal in nuniber. So the motor 
| to reconsider was rejecied. 
On eiotion of Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, Tuesday 
'and Wednesday, the 5th and 6th of June, were se 
apart for the consideration of territorial business. 
Mr. Cushing called up his resolution, calling ' 
information with regard to this subject; which he 
supported at length. He continued the course ¢ 
/his remarks, which were suspended for a time by 
avery interesting explanation by Mr. Adams, !" 
relation to the negotiation of the Florida treaty, oUt 
claims on the Perdido, &e.; of all whieh, together 
with Mr. C’s speech, we shall present a full report 
hereafter. Mr. C. had not concluded bis speec!! 
when, at half past 4 o’clock, he yielded to a moto! 
for adjournment, and the house thereupon adjourned 
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